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ANYTHING THAT MOVES: 


THE MAGAZINE FOR THE CARD-CARRYING BISEXUAL 


MOVE (MOOV): 1. TO ADVANCE, PROGRESS, OR MAKE PROGRESS. 2. TO CHANGE PLACE OR POSITION. 3. TO TAKE ACTION. 4. TO PROMPT, 
ACTUATE OR IMPEL INTO ACTION. S. ACTION TOWARD AN END: A STEP. 6. TO SET IN MOTION; STIR OR SHAKE. 


Our choice to use this title for the magazine has been nothing 
less than controversial. That we would choose to redefine the stereo- 
type that “bisexuals will fuck anything that moves,” to suit our own 
purposes has created myriad reactions. Those critical of the title feel 
we are purporting the stereotype and damaging our image. Those in 
favor of its use see it as a movement away from the stereotype, toward 
bisexual empowerment. 

We deliberately chose the radical approach. We are creating dia- 
logue through controversy. We are challenging people to face their own 
external and internal biphobia. We are demanding attention, and are 
re-defining “anything that moves” on our own terms. 


WE WILL WRITE OR PRINT OR SAY 
ANYTHING THAT MOVES US BEYOND THE 
LIMITING STEREOTYPES THAT ARE 
DISPLACED ONTO US. 


This magazine was created by bisexuals and their friends. All 
proceeds are invested into its production and the bisexual community. 
It is published by the Bay Area Bisexual Network and reflects the 
integrity and inclusive nature of the BABN Statement of Purpose. 
ATM was created out of pride; out of necessity; out of anger. We are 
tired of being analyzed, defined and represented by people other than 
ourselves — or worse yet, not considered at all. We are frustrated by 
the imposed isolation and invisibility that comes from being told or 
expected to choose either a homosexual or heterosexual identity. 
Monosexuality is a heterosexist dictate used to oppress homosexuals 
and to negate the validity of bisexuality. 

Bisexuality is a whole, fluid identity. Do not assume that bisexu- 
ality is binary or duogamous in nature: that we have “two” sides or that 
we MUST be involved simultaneously with both genders to be fulfilled 
human beings. In fact, don't assume that there are only two genders. 
Do not mistake our fluidity for confusion, irresponsibility, or an inabil- 
ity to commit. Do not equate promiscuity, infidelity, or unsafe sexual 
behavior with bisexuality. Those are human traits that cross ALL sex- 
ual orientations, Nothing should be assumed about anyone's sexuality 
— including your own. 

We are angered by those who refuse to accept our existence; our 
issues; our contributions; our alliances; our voice. It is time for the 
bisexual voice to be heard. Do not expect each magazine to be repre- 
sentative of all bisexuals, for our diversity is too vast. Do not expect a 
clear-cut definition of bisexuality to jump out from the pages. We 
bisexuals tend to define bisexuality in ways that are unique to our own 
individuality. There are as many definitions of bisexuality as there are 
bisexuals. Many of us choose not to label ourselves anything at all, and 
find the word ‘bisexual’ to be inadequate and too limiting. Do not 
assume that the opinions expressed are shared by all bisexuals, by those 
actively involved in the Bisexual Movement, by the 47M staff, or the 
BABN Board of Directors. 

What you can expect is a magazine that, through tts inclusive 
and diverse nature, creates movement away from external and internal 
limitations. This magazine is about ANYTHING THAT MOVES: 
that moves us to think; that moves us to fuck (or not); that moves us 
to feel; that moves us to believe in ourselves—To Do It For Ourselves! 
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for it. And don’t expect any Absolut-Joe a token amount of money, say, $100 stipend 
ps ; Camel-corporate money funded politician per staff member per issue (or around fifty cents 
J Clinton doesn’t want to see people 4, it od work for what- eavade an hour). ‘That's around $1,000, and let's say 
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to each other. It's funny — I consider ab is. Soriethias go that we can actually crack the 
Clinton to be a not-so stealth right-wing 9 peieseotons pas “tun, deadtines ©? 
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stand and liked it, please subscribe to us 
directly. If you have friends who might like 
ATM, get them to buy subscriptions. If you 
think we're a useful, fun thing, know that 
ca ee 


And now Clinton. | can see clearly wud i; 
happened to one of the central planks of hi a ae 
first campaign, “We can’t afford to waste a ™ 

single person.” We're being forced to walk 
off it at PAC-point. Well, you know, fuck 
that. I'm watching the Democrats, much as 
I suspected, move further and further right 
(not a far trip) with each passing week. If 
there's a lesson here, it’s that the big 
Republicrat (Demican?) political machinery 
isn't going to get us any closer to a loving 
and free society, isn’t going to end corporate _, 
feudalism, and certainly isn't going to even | 
gain us any of the small favors we ask for. _/ 


me, with stories from Japan, 
shind” the Iron Curtain, Germany, 
vA Ses ico, and the UK. We have a Vulgar, 
Angry Slut, and we have the Horror of 
- an Bi and Chic, plus the usual assort- 
t of news briefs, porn, reviews, poetry, 
n photos. It’s a winna, folks. Enjoy. 


t Siler is a pushy anarchist jewish pagan 


a p bisexual dyke-identified faggot who wishes 
omitone else would worry about the money. 





So anyway, what I’m saying is that if you actually do'the job. Weds 
want something, ask for it, demand it, work our contributors afteb-staf 
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| LETTERS TO THE 


EDITOR 





We received all our letters this issue via e-mail, and responded to 
them likewise. No, we're not ignoring yall; we just thought wed 
give the space to your words instead of ours. 


Hello there Anything That Moves, 


Quite a while ago, I was looking through issue #6 of 
Anything That Moves | think... and I clipped a picture of my 
hero Wendy O. Williams that was in the back of it, next to the 
subscription form... : 

Well, since then I have lost that picture of her and I was 
wondering if you all could help me get a good copy of that pic- 
ture again and any other pictures or posters of her? The one in 
your magazine was of her grabbing her crotch and yelling into 
a mic in front of a poster exclaiming, “Elvis was bisexual.” 

If you can help me I would appreciate it. 


Punk as fuk, 
Kim 
the coolest dyke around 


**s 


Dear Anything That Moves, 


Heard of a report in Nature this week by a group of math- 
ematicians at U.Pisa in Italy, who have projected the orbit of 
the asteroid Eros. It’s cigar-shaped, 25 miles long and 10 miles 
wide, and in 1,140,000 years it’s going to hit the Earth. The 
dinosaur killer wasn’t anywhere near that big. 

There’s something richly ironic in the human race, if it’s 
still here, being wiped out by Eros. I’ve always said sex would 
be the end of us all, but I didn’t mean it literally. Now I do, 


Steve 
Georgia 


a 


Dear Anything That Moves, 


I read your posting and it sounds interesting enough for me 
to send you this e-mail to inquire more about it. I am bisexual 
but I really have not indulged in the pleasures of the flesh in a 
long time. I am divorced now, and I think it’s time that I find 
what I really would like to be doing. I have always dreamed of 
a relationship of two guys and a girl. Only thing is I have not 
really looked to find it. Help- how to start? I need more info. 


Thank you, 
Gus 


Virginia — 
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‘Letters: Cyber, SNatL, AND Psycuic 


Dear Anything That Moves, 


We have read with interest your message to “Alef” in con- 
nection with the recent campaign in Israel against persecution 
of gays/lesbiaris/bisexuals. 

We're a married couple, teaching at an Israeli University 
and currently spending a semester in Paris. We have similar 
interests, and would greatly appreciate it if you could send us 
the recent issue of your magazine. 

We spend every summer (including next one) at the 
University of California at Berkeley and we'd be very interested 
in making new friends. 


Shalom, 
Ofra & Ben 


Dear Anything That Moves, 


It's great to see that you have a mag for bi’s. Please contact 
me so I can contribute, subscribe, be part of... etc. 


Thanksssssss. 
Pete 
Sebastopol, California 
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A Report from our Washington B1-Friendly Insider 


from a bifriendly “deep throat” on the Hill in DC 





» he Defense of Marriage Acct, 
* introduced by Rep. Bob Barr 
(R-GA), is seeking to 
address a problem that does 
= not even exist. H.R.3396 
sith define marriage for the puree of 
federal law as a union between a man ro 







currently not allowed the freedom to | 444.3596 submitted by Public Policy Director, He 


freedom of two people who love each other 
to have a civil marriage license issued by the 
state. Two openly gay people testified: 
Elizabeth Birch, Executive Director of the * 
Human Rights Campaign, and Andrew 
Sullivan, the openly gay former editor of 


ing havoc on each state’s ability to regulate 
marriage contracts. 

Expanding upon a point made earlier, 
Subcommittee member Rep. Bob Inglis 
(R-SC) brought up the “hypocrisy” of 


same-gender marriage advocates. 
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marry anywhere in the country. Should | G ont ale J ar the : 












they be allowed the right to marry in} © 
the future, this legislation would deny | 7)? "S700" © Fee oid wp vitae 
legally married same-gender couples | “™ % ™#17*46 igieness le Insc? lb 
the rights accorded their counterparts ie inl rine: iy ae EE i a i Sn SE 
and would seriously undermine the | 9 7"' GUUS! Ages re) GOI a ame Lee: 


“Full Faith and Credit Clause” of the eens ene ih Se a a Theta yer ai oe 







U.S. Constitution. The courts in} ig, abe S Sl ana ese aca caps ance 
Hawaii, where same gender marriage |J°" "© ras Snead il see le 


has been raised most visibly, are not |" 6 Oe 











this legislation is at best premature. | ™ 
Our bifriendly sources | 
H.R.3396 the “Dole 
Rehabilitation act.” 


An eyewitness account of the May 15th L Ma ete i 
“Defense of Marriage Act” (H.R. 3396) 


hearings was sent to us by a “Deep Throat.” 
We were so excited at the subterfuge. What 
follows is a very brief but interesting peek 
into the workings of the House Judiciary 
Constitution Subcommittee. 


The Subcommittee heard 4 1/2 hours of 
testimony from three panels of “experts” 
including legislators from three states, two 
right wing radio talk show hosts and too 
many lawyers to count. The presence of 
Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA) and Rep. Pat 
Schroeder (D-CO) on the Subcommittee 
made up for what otherwise would have 
been a completely depressing day. The 
Defense of Marriage Act does nothing to 
strengthen the institution of marriage. 
Instead it attacks the integrity of same gen- 
der parternerships and is an attack on alter- 
native families. H.R.3396 blocks the 
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in top form, disrupting the hearings with 
his quick wit and sharp tongue, even get- 
ting the right wing experts to hilariously 
contradict their own testimony at times. 


The arguments on states rights and federal 
mandate went back and forth with 
Republican lawmakers attempting to make 
the point that the federal government has 
always been in the business of telling states 
what type of marriages states should recog- 
nize. The example of the admission of the 
state of Utah to the union was used by the 
Republican Subcommittee members who 
reminded panelists that until Utah out- 
lawed polygamy, the Mormon-founded 
state was not allowed to join the union. 
The recognition of multiple marriages in 
Utah would have forced the recognition of 
multiple marriages in all states, thus wreak- 


the New Republic. Rep. Barney Frank was 


| they were discriminating against 
bisexuals, who “need” to be married 


| to one woman and one man in 


are here to stay. | order to be “satisfied.” The divisive 


On . biphobic tactics were the low point 


Mptennc ere . of the day. Even sadder was the fact 


¢ | that no one spoke against the dis- 
ur | tortions. We, of course, wonder 


nerican society. | how Rep. Inglis came by his 


- | authority on bisexuality. 


: “bisexuality=polygamy=gay 
, | tights activists’ hypocrisy” argument 


j | makers’ arguments that we can’t 
_jallow same-gender — marriage. 


_____] Biphobic stereotypes were the lynch 


pin to their arguments. To argue 
effectively for same-sex marriage bisexual, 
transgender, lesbian, and gay activists must 
dispute this biphobic nonsense. 


Interestingly enough, the polygamy thread 
was also woven into Supreme Court Justice 
Scalia’s dissenting remarks in the 
Amendment 2 decision. Very simply put, 
he used the converse argument that if it 
isn't all right to target lesbian and gay peo- 
ple, then it isn’t all right and I quote, “to 
target polygamists and those who have a 
polygamist orientation (that’s us) who have 
been singled out by these provisions.” The 
provisions he is referring to are the laws 


against polygamy in Arizona, Idaho, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Utah. 


DC Deepthroat is an anonymous source. 
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Discussing Same-Gender Marriage: 
Issues and Talking Points for Bisexuals 


by Gerard Palmeri 


ame sex marriage is a bisexual issue for those who wish to get 
Se: married and who are in a same sex/gender relation- 
" ship. The marriage issue is not just a lesbian and gay issue, it 

is about equal choice under the law. 


The Case 





: | 

* 1991: Three couples — two lesbian, one gay — file a lawsuit chal- 
lenging the Hawaii state government's denial of their application 
for marriage licenses (Baehr v. Mitke). 


* May 1993: The Hawaii Supreme Court rules that Hawaii's refusal 
to issue marriage licenses to same-gender couples violates the state's 
constitutional guarantee of equal protection. The Court holds that 
the state’s “different-sex” restrictions on marital choice amounts to 
unconstitutional sex discrimination. The Court sends the case back 
to trial court and challenges the state government to demonstrate a 
“compelling” interest for discrimination. 


Why Bisexuals Care 


* Bisexual people (male, female, or other gendered) are , 
involved in relationships with people whom they may 
want to make a legal commitment. In some cases, the 4... 
sex of these partners determines that, under current law, 
they may not be legally married, Yes, there are bisexual peo- 


ple are involved in same-sex relationships. ‘They shouldbe , ete 1 — 


able have access to these choices. 
Arguments 


* No one is asking our opponents to condone homo- 47= 
sexuality.or even same-sex marriages. The issue is A, 
full participation in and access to a civil, legal pro- iliias: 
cess, to be able to share the rights and responsibil- 
ities of making a legally-based long-term ¢ 
commitment to another person. ; 


* The argument that same~sex marriages won t pro- 
duce children is invalid because male-female mar-_. 
riages aren't held to the same standard. : 


Domestic Partnership 


* People ask, “Wouldn't domestic partner- 
ship be an adequate situation?” A hand- , 
ful of cities, municipalities, and ‘ 
companies recognize unmarried part- 
ners (including GLB couples), While 
of some limited benefit, they are still 
legally different than marriage and, there- 


Photo courtesy of Just Desserts, San Francisco. 
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fore, they ate not a substitute for the right to marry. 
Possible Effects 


* The after-effects of this case will keep many lawyers employed for 
years to come. When this struggle was beginning to be made well- 
known, many knew it would be a long struggle, probably to be 
decided by the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1967, a case known as 
Loving v. State of Virginia was the landmark case that destroyed 
the last vestiges of laws preventing people of different races from 
marrying. There will be state-based challenges for years to come 
until there is a landmark decision such as above. 


* Until this landmark (“Full Faith and Credit”) case happens, there 
will be differential marriage laws throughout many states. Some 
people will get married in neighboring states. 


* Marriage affects immigration, property rights, inheritance rights 
singin: inheritance of pensions and social security), tax exemp- 
mens, financial agreements, separation rights and agreements, 


eee child custody, injury compensation, benefits from certain 
employers, insurance, residency, and visitation rights. 


") Possible Effects on Hawaii 


* Hawaii is not only a state which attracts tourists but also 
has many indigenous peoples whose struggle and 
whose lives have been ignored and co-opted by that 
same tourism industry. The potential economic 

change in tourism is insignificant. Hawaii attracts 
tens of millions of tourists a year. However, we who 
support marriage among same-sex couples are using 

», the U.S.-imposed government over the sovereign 

indigenous peoples of Hawaii for our gain. Support 

the indigenous peoples of Hawaii and educate your- 
self to their struggle. 


Hawaii is one of the most ecologically fragile and 
ecologically attacked places on earth. Hawaii is a 
series of islands with few other land masses near- 
© by. Every tourist visit to the islands is one more 
* person the islands cannot support. Tourist visits 
generate garbage for which there is no proper 

place on an island. Support Hawaii. If you 
visit, visit responsibly. 


‘or more on safe-sex marriages, turn to page 


Gerard Palmeri is a staff member, and a bisexu- 
al activist in same-sex marriage tssues. 
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...A few hours after finding each other at the After Five 






) ack at his apartment, when 
rp I look at the slash of his 
m= brown eyes, the scowl of his 
jutting jaw, there's no indication of 
the disease. He looks like a lover 
should look and speaks what others, 
so many others, haven't spoken. 


I breathe slowly (or tentatively as 
he puts it) while I listen to his 
phrasing of things I'd missed in the 
mouths of lovers who'd treated me 
to more comfortable caresses. We 
kiss on his roof where I find I’m 
still excited by the parallel thrusts 
of Twin Towers at the edge of the 
black dome of Brooklyn stars. 


Yes, stars exist even here in this 
vortex through which the world is 
being flushed, the center of the 
universe and my new home. 


———— 


— 
















‘And then, 
my lover of the 






FAILV positive. 


“on,, a 
— - 


— His 
lips are dry and he tastes wrong. A 
little bitter. I forgive him this phys- 
ical imperfection and search the 
circles under his eyes. His eyes are 
wise and sweet in their rebellion. 
He has thought deeply, but the 
pores to the sides of his nose and 





moment explains hes 


Insanely, 1t doesnt 


\. seem to matter.” AZ 
ae “much of it, will perhaps present 


over his lips are very human, so I 
touch their warmth out of a long- 
ing which swells from some uncer- 
tain place inside me. 


Glancing back into his eyes, I feel 
that he is somehow “different” — a 
vague hope I’ve assumed of too 
many before him. It's not the looks, 
the hands, the voice (though these 
too are new and exciting) but the 
possibility that he’s sharing an 
understanding that no one has ever 
shared with me before. 


We descend the ladder to an apart- 
ment and orange juice. He shows 
me his daughter's weekend room— 
Mickey Mouse. pillows, plastic 
toys, etc. She's his date for 
Saturday night. 


A description of life experiences fol- 
lows. Why does this sense of pre- 


destination linger? I should know 


\, better. We're only two beasts 

\\ facing each other in the 

\ darkness for a big sniff. 

\, Why do our minds have 

to make it all into such a 
} big: deal? 











#/ We squeeze each other’s 
# shoulders, refreshed for a 
moment by the silence. Time, 








itself, and we can wait to learn the 
stories of each other's path to this 
moment. I’m strongly convinced of 
such a future together, though per- 
haps that’s a delusion. I trust it 
anyway, following him into a bed- 
room where we embrace, remove 
some clothing and touch skin, puz- 
zled by the complexity of such 


by Don Bapst 


basic and necessary gestures. 


His tongue attempts to flick inside 
me. I allow that several times, grow- 
ing concerned. We say HIV is not 
inconvenient sting of cold sores in 
my mouth. I would rather not kiss, I 
explain, embarrassed. He's under- 
standing, though disappointed. We 
discuss fears and questions — always 
those nagging questions. I. read 
somewhere that strep throat was 
linked to HIV. Funny how I always 
seem to come down with a sore 
throat after making out with some- 
one new. Does this mean that the 
people I’ve been kissing have HIV 
and my tonsils are defending me 
against their virus? Or am I also HIV 
positive, though my recent test read 
negative? If so, what'll I do about my 
lack of health insurance? ‘Take a job 
that bores me but pays well? 


I'm 21, after all, and I think they 
matter more than they really do. 


A“ then, my lover of the 
moment explains he’s HIV 
positive. Insanely, it doesn’t seem 
to matter. Or maybe I desire him 
even more for it. The complica- 
tions increase exponentially, and 
we're trapped in another abyss, the 
void of language. He tells me he’s 
44 though he looks less than 30. 
Another cliche: the physical details 
don't seem to matter. 
Embracing, naked now, we 
exchange information till we’re 
falling asleep. Yet when he presses 
continued on page 9 
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How clear is the choice when you know the risk? 


by Linda Poelzl 


T” sat across the desk from a young, heterosexual 
woman. We were at ag anonymous HIV testing 
| site and I was conducting her pre-test interview. 
i. Going down the list of questions, I asked her if 
she had ever had sex with someone that she knew had 
HIV. “Of course not!” she said. She looked at me 
aghast, as though one would have to be crazy to make 





that choice. I smiled inwardly, achoniolgtg. AA Z 


the complexity of the issue and reflecting 4 
on my own experiences. ft 


As an HIV-negative, bisexual , A 
woman who was in a five-year Z 
relationship with a bisexual / 
man with AIDS, I have a dif- 
ferent story to tell. (For 
background, see “A e; 
Bisexual Love Story,” Res 
Anything That Moves #10, “a 
Winter 1996, p.6) The | 
decision to knowingly have 
sex with an HIV+ person 1s 
a very personal one, and not \ 
one lightly made. . 


Bisexuals and heterosexuals often \ 
assume the availability of HIV-neg- \ 
ative partners. Many of us take the \ 
politically correct stance, assuming that 

any partner may be HIV-infected and pro- —~ 
ceeding accordingly with condoms, gloves, and bar- fe 
riers, but 1 ignorance of our partner's status allows us the 
luxury of a certain amount of denial. It's very sobering 
when we know for certain that our sex partner could 
infect us with a deadly virus. 


As an HIV-testing counselor I have spoken with 
countless gay men. For gay men, encountering HIV+ 
partners is just part of life. You accept it and deal with 
it if you want to be sexual and have relationships. Sadly, 
this “acceptance” often comes along with many psycho- 
logical and sexual dysfunctions which we are just 
becoming identifiable and acknowledged. (See In the 
Shadow of the Epidemic, Being HIV Negative in the Age 
of AIDS by Walt Odets. 1995). 
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This is a common topic in HIV-testing counselling 
and often comes up for gay and bisexual men when 

they are assessing the risk of oral sex. The majority of 
men having sex with men do not use condoms for oral 
sex. They consider the risk of HIV transmission to be 
wry low (and I agree), 

a they 
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that the activity is 
not 100% safe. When a favorite sex act is very pleasur- 
able and has high personal value to someone, she or he 
may be willing to tolerate more risk. 


We all know that driving in a car is dangerous, and we 
put ourselves “at risk” for serious consequences like 
death, disability, and financial expense. However, most 
of us consider automobile travel so essential that we are 
willing to take these risks, usually on a daily basis. We 
accept the dangers of driving as such a normal part of our 
lives that we scarcely give them a thought. We take “pre- 
cautions” like seat belts, refraining from drugs and alco- 













illustrations by Kevin McCulloch 


hol while driving, and car maintenance — and we hope that the 
other drivers are doing the same — and then we get into our cars 
and go about our business. We forget that we really have a lot more 
control over our own safety in the bedroom than on the road! 


Some people take “unnecessary” risks that are enjoyable and 
exciting, such as playing sports or enjoying outdoor activities. 
Most of us don’t consider those people mentally ill or morally 
depraved, even if we think that mountain climbing or downhill 
skiing is too dangerous. 


My ex-lover, an all-around athletic outdoorswoman, 
, f | was concerned about my decision to have sex with 
>. WY <%. Brian and couldn't believe I would put myself at such 
risk; dha had always thought of me as a person who “really cared 
about herself.” I told her that my sexual and emotional relation- 
ship with Brian enriched my life so much that it was worth the 
risk, 1 also told her that I was following the recommended safer 
sex guidelines. I pointed out that many people consider some of 
her favorite activities (snow camping, rock and ice 
climbing, sea kayaking) to be dangerous, but 
that I knew that she loved - 
adventure and was willing to 
gamble on her own skills and 
knowledge of the safety 
precautions for her sport. 





At first she protested, saying that the two situations were not the 
same, but after more discussion she admitted that some people 
might see the similarities. 


The fact is that there is nothing completely safe or secure in life. 
We often deal with this hard fact by denying the risks. Much of 
this is healthy denial — our daily lives would be totally paralyzed 
if we expected a guarantee of safety for everything we did. 


When it comes to sex, though, many people see things different- 
ph They refuse to see the value in choices that aren’t backed with 

an (impossible) guarantee of complete safety. The underlying 
assumption is that sex is not important enough to justify taking 
any risks. However, the decision to have safer sex involves the 
acknowledgment of some risk. The question is how much risk, 
and the answer depends on how valuable your sexual activities 
and partners are to you. 


That was the question ] asked myself when deciding to have sex 
with Brian. I really love good sex. When I met Brian we had such 
a hot initial sexual connection that I wanted more, even though I 
knew he was HIV+. I felt reasonably comfortable with our safer 
sex agreements and we continued to date occasionally. After 
some months — although I hadn’t planned on it — we fell in 
love. I had to come to terms with being in an ongoing relation- 
ship with an HIV+ partner. 


At first I questioned my own motivations. Was I being 
seduced by the intensity and the danger? I feared judgment by 
others. Have I gone off the deep end this time? For these con- 





cerns, | sought therapy early in my committed relationship 
with Brian. My therapist helped me look honestly at all the 
issues, including my safety, and with her skilled assistance I 
came to terms with my decision. I recommend some kind of 
professional support for anyone contemplating an ongoing 
“magnetic” (HIV+/HIV-) relationship. I know it was crucial 


to my process. 


But just because I made a thought-out, rational decision at the 
outset doesn’t mean my fears went away. They were part of every 
sex act. We renegotiated our safer sex agreements as we went 

along, and Brian always encouraged me to 
“) set the limits. 














\ At first I allowed intercourse with a 
\, condom, but Brian had to pull out 
before ejaculation. He could jerk off, 
#f but had to leave the condom on. Then 
/ we graduated to fucking with two con- 
“ doms, allowing ejaculation internally. 
Eventually we got down to one condom and 
cumming inside me. At first I wondered if I was 
3 compromising my safety by easing up on the restric- 

tions. Soon I came to realize that uninterrupted intercourse 
with ejaculation held such emotional significance for me that I 
decided it was an acceptable risk. However, we were always aware 
of the condom and we were relieved every time it was still intact 
upon withdrawal. 


Cold terror sometimes gripped my gut — usually visiting me 
when I was alone in the middle of the night. I would lie in the 
dark, heart pounding, thoughts racing — “What are you 
doing?” “Are you crazy?” “What if you get infected, get 
AIDS?” 


When the anxiety became unbearable I would call on my rational 
angels to talk me down. I let them remind me how much the 
relationship meant to me, how conscientious and careful we were, 
and how we had never had an accident or exposure. As I relaxed 
I was able to put the fear back in its place. 


Although these periodic panic attacks were stressful, they were 
kind of a safety valve, allowing me to feel the fear, acknowledge 
it, reevaluate what I was doing, and reaffirm to myself that I was 
doing the best to protect myself in a risky situation. 


fm © ven though Brian and I had a very satisfying sex life, the 
r™ requirements of safety and awareness did have an effect 
ef! on our experiences, Using condoms had been a fact of life 
ae Brian for many years. Luckily, he had no problems with erec- 
tion (an all-too-common difficulty for men), but we suffered the 
loss of complete, intimate bodily contact and, then we had to deal 
with that unavoidable pause during sex to put on the condom. 
We creatively minimized the interruptions and losses, but they 
were still there. 


A FRIDAY NIGHT IN BROOKLYN... 


| (continued from page 6) 


down on me, his narrow hips parting my 
legs ever so slightly... when his face 
approaches mine — its embarrassingly 
human shape softened with desire... 1 
| want to cry out in rage and joy... his 
body, a small piece of the infected uni- 
verse is alone with me in this room at 
this moment. His mind moves the flesh 
of its lips and communicates part of its 


44 years of experience. His eyes probe 


| mine. 
“You're very beautiful,” I explain. 


| My words arouse us because we know 
they're true. 


We sleep together, brushing bodies, 
purring. Sex has been saved for another 
| time and it's wonderful this way, sleep- 
| ing next to one another wanting to 
come. 


Later, there are off and on caresses while 
sleeping through the sunset. 


So what's left to say? I could describe 
the farewell and the subsequent 


reunions. More relevant is the distance 
of the following day. We've become too 
strong from previous rejections to worry 
too long before moving on. The memo- 
ry of our evening becomes an analysis of 


pictures and facts. Chemicals pass 


through our tissue with the illusion of a 
memory whose poignancy shrivels under 
the pressure of my fears and a slightly 
sore throat. I fear the mystery of the 
same randomness which aroused every 
pore in my body just 24 hours before. 


And so, the memory of our first evening 


threatens to sour just like the orange 
juice in the refrigerator... 


The orange juice you drank directly 
from the Tropicana carton, Bob, in your 
tight white briefs on the kitchen tiles. 
After gulping you gasped, “Good.” — so 
primitive, yet so much the wiser for it. I 
squeezed your hips, and we mapped an 


arc to the bedroom... 


And here I give in to the image and trust 
that the portrait of Bob and his orange 


juice will save us from whatever pain 


may come of our inevitable mistakes | 
together. At least he'll always be beauti- 
ful at that moment, and I'll always stand 
there finding him beautiful and waiting | 
for my turn for a gulp from the carton. 


Seven years later, | fix up this writing a | 
little bit. Bob and I stayed “boyfriends” | 
for four months and then became best 
friends. He’s the only friend who could | 
ever help me revise my writing. He died 
a few years ago in a New York City hos- 

pital bed. | 


Don Bapst has lived in Chicago, New York, | 
London and Paris with a couple of passages 
through San Francisco where he lives today. 
Though he’s long claimed to be ‘gay,’ the hot 
SF lesbian community has caused him to | 
question his own sexual identity on more than 

one occasion. Any earnest lesbians faced with 
similar sexuality questions are invited to con- | 
tact him through the editors of this magazine, 
but please don’t tell his mom he's straight! | 
That would be a bigger shock than the first 


coming out. 


We were also denied: the very primal human need and desire to 
exchange — taste, swallow, feel — our lover's fluids during sex. I 
never got to taste Brian’s semen. That was a huge loss. 


Sometimes we would fantasize unsafe sex. This was our creative 
way of experiencing something we were never going to do. We 
would just lie in bed caressing and talking dirty to each other, 
describing the lusciousness of him spurting his cum into my 
pussy or down my throat. Very hot! Try it sometime. 


One pleasure we allowed ourselves was ejaculation onto my skin. 
He loved to pull out, rip off the condom, and jerk off onto my 
breasts. I had to watch cautiously, so as not to get cum in my eyes, 
but at least I could feel that hot wetness spraying my chest and 
belly. 


And then there was the shadow side — that irrational, animal, 
impulsive part of me that was turned on by the risk | was taking 
— that made our sex so, hot. Just like turning guilt and shame to 
erotic advantage in a sexual situation, danger and the fear of 
death can be a turn-on, a sexual enhancer. I have heard women 
say that the fear of getting pregnant makes sex more exciting for 
them. Because I’m a responsible thrill-seeker and because we felt 
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enough confidence in safer sex, I could allow that element of 
apprehension to increase the heat. 


There was also something highly romantic in the idea that 
“against all odds” I was so in love and so inflamed with desire that 
I would risk death for my lover. Birth, life, sex, and death are 
eternally entwined. 


Brian died on March 29, 1995. I will always be grateful for the 
life-changing experiences we had together. 


Today I am HIV-negative. If I were HIV-positive I might have 
different feelings about the choices I’ve made. I would be facing 
my own mortality sooner, as Brian had to do, and as all of us 


_ eventually have to do some day. 
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Linda Poelzl is a sex educator, HIV testing counselor, massage therapist, 
and teacher. She has recently begun working as a surrogate sex partner and 
looks forward to her continuing journey of erotic self-discovery. 





he Coalition on Bisexuality and HIV Prevention and 


Education formed in the summer of 1995 as a network 
of bisexual activists and others concerned with the issues 


7 





of bisexuality and HIV/AIDS. The coalition is known by the © 


nicknames BHIVE and B-HEP (not to be confused with HEP 
B ~~ although we do get in your shit and stay there!). 


B-HEP members have been frustrated by the lack of HIV educa-~ 
tion and prevention for bi-identified people and those with fhuid 
sexual behavior, especially from agencies that claim to serve “gay 
and bi men” or “lesbian and bisexual women.” While many bisex- 


uals have been active in HIV/AIDS work, this has generally been 


outside of the organized bi movement. Although many bisexuals 
have been affected by HIV/AIDS, the bi movement as a whole 


has tended to shy away from the issue, partly in reaction to the | 


stigrnatization of bisexuals as “vectors” of AIDS to the heterosex- 
ual or gay and lesbian populations. 


Three B-HEP members, Lani Ka’ahumanu, Liz Highleyman, and 
Joe Wright, along with Randy Miller of the National Task Force on 


AIDS Prevention, gr «panel prsension a the Eighth Annual 7 
HIV Update Conference in San Francisco on March 20. The | 
also debated a new campaign asking rescarchers to “Break Out the 
Data” on bisexual identity and behavior. - | 


: B-HEP thas sovetal ctvitise in the hoeiaoa, The group recindly 


sent a letter to several Bay Area HIV/AIDS prevention and service 
organizations to introduce B- “HEP and ask them about what kinds | 
of information and services they provide for bi : 
people or people with fluid sexual behavior. Some B-HEP mem- - 
bers are involved with the San Francisco's HIV Prevention - 
Planning Council and the Department of Public Health AIDS | 
Office’s women who have sex with men who have sex with men | 
study, and will attempt to. promote awareness and inclusion of | 
bisexual issues. B-HEP plans to analyze and write up any data that 
comes forth from the “Break Out the Dam” campaign. Finally, B- 
HEP will be examining HIV prevention materials from various | 
Jocal groups and s their services in person, exposing those 
who fail to provide information for bisexually identified and/or bi- 


behaving people, especially if they falsely claim to do so, 


1. were, and are, among those 
first and most severely affected by 
HIV/AIDS. But 15 years 

into what is now being 

identified as a pandemic, 

there is still no COMPIC™ gn te 

hensive HIV education bar 

or prevention effort 

bisexual people and fluid sexual — 
Since bisexual people cannot be defined by 
their parmer, they are rendered invisible 
within the rigid assumptions: of the 
either/or monosexual framework — two 
women are assumed to be lesbians, two 
men are assumed to be gay, and a man and 
woman are assumed to be heterosexual. 


HIV/AIDS educators, researchers, health 


| professionals and the health care system 
itself cultivates this biphobic “norm,” 


which unfortunately does not reflect reali- 


ty, and vital information about people's 


$2 


a a oe a 
flat out ignored. Prevention messages that 
are not inclusive of sexual behavior with 
Key iat te onl 
might be 


that = ign 
disregarded 


by lesbians, gay men, or hetcrosexuals 
encourages denial and ‘the | 

us/them distancing. Until biphobia and 
the ecapegoating of bisexsal women and 
mien is confronted head-on, no HIV pre- 


pon es 


vention or education strategy is going to be 
successful. : 


Effective HIV/AIDS prevention demands - 
that fluid behavior be more than pasarvely | 
observed, and regardless of self identity, 
must be taken seriously. Bisexuality also. 
rn : 


identity and orientation. If those of us. 
working in the HIV/AIDS prevention 
and education field are setious about 
health and well being, the direction we | 
must take is clear. Anyone who collabo-_ 

rates in perpetuating the idea that homo- 
sexuality is an opposite extreme of. 
heterosexuality and. not part of a diverse} 
range of human sexuality perpetuates fatal 
assumptions arid denial. The narrow | 





Laat viemile With dirbeod Inpark Fed 


ber essay “A Bisexual Identity Has Never | 
Spread HIV,” from the - National} 


_ Lesbian Bisernal FIV Prevention Network | 
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-” " gecebves MTV) people of vasi- 
ous cultures are exposed to a 
range of competing: 


define as we that 


concep ; to 







| | tions of sexuality. The Heera> with 


ture seems to show that there - 


‘aire two major “schools” of cul- 


-—-Lregardless of your biological 
| gender. This model of sexuali- 


ie a renee 





milieus, and is the basis for 


_ souch of modern gay identity 


politics. 


‘ HIV prevention interveritions | 
"can be based on these concep- 


tions of sexuality without nec- 
essarily having to declare 


es Hebdaveniions: wats coiaive 


. two examples of possible inter- 


* ventions aimed at concentra- 


tions of presen behaving 


ng 


| skits followed | 
Ry Gatien, The first fea- 


A TE 
drag and some not, satirizing 
and exaggerating gender roles 
in a skit about sexual roles and 


be followed by a discussion .. 


about what kinds of obligations 


“male” and “female” people had 


to each other. The second skit 
is aimed at a — dorm 


audience, sort of a bisexual 


Melrose Place with: everyone 
albeping with everyone else. 

This would lead to a discussion 
of the different sorts of sex we 
have and how to stay safe in a 
number of different situations 
and with different partners. 
This skit would address college 
experimenters, questioning 
young people, and sali 
bisexuals. | 


ete iipereinreues think of 


 bisexually-behaving people as 


simply the sum of their behav- 
ior, We need to speak to the 


“hearts and souls of bisexually- 
behaving people, to speak to 


their. lives instead of their 
behaviors. We might begin to 


_ do so by acknowledging the | 


deeper cultural and social con- 
texts of their sexualities. 


_seting wanting squisting shooting coning going bresthig bei 


esearch has tended to group 
| Re! and lesbian/bisex- _ 
ual women together. In the case of men, 
there was a real shared risk factor of © 


unprotected anal sex, but for women the 


grouping was mére ‘based on identity | 












identified lesbian women to fall into the 


. “bisexual” category. Amber Hollibaugh, - 


Executive Director of GMHC’s Lesbian 
AIDS Project has proposed a “redefini- 
tion of the geography of lesbianism” to 
earl all v women who have sex with 





| politics and analogy to men, C women. While efforts 
“Be - ag | to end lesbian i invisi- 
Mo At a San ee lng , bility are important, 
Francisco F Fer . —_ this cannot be done 
en oa ! 7 educator and and weaker val by making bisexual 
ig mn a em piv . , women invisible 
| on Say: ‘council 
mere 19, prevention ‘Planning _— 


> ‘sce of: ‘Gay and Lesbian Health. 
‘Concerns for New York City, pointed — 

| out-that the “women who have sex with . 
omen" grouping was:done in part to: 
 -. eomrect for the CDC classification that. 
ak ‘counted as “lesbians” only women who. 
ince 1977, which caused many self 


B-HEP has recently begun a new “Break 


Out the Data” campaign. Many preven- . 


tion researchers actually already collect 
data broken down by sexual orientation, 
identity, or behavior, but the categories 


are often collapsed in final reports. Men 
and women who have sex exclusively 


_ with one gender probably differ in some 


important ‘ways from people who have 


sex with both men and women. Studies 
suggest that people who have sex with 
both women and men are more likely to 
be people of color, economically disad- 
vantaged, drug users, and sex workers. 
The types of prevention interventions 
that best reach bisexually behaving peo- 
ple — including and perhaps especially 
those that do not identify as gay, lesbian, 
heterosexual, or bisexual —~ may differ 
from those that work best for monosexu- ~ 
ally behaving people. B~HEP hopes to 
collect and analyze the hidden data from 
existing studies, as well as encourage 
researchers in the future to ask the 
important questions related to bisexual _ 
identity and behavior. We hope not only 
to collect quantitative data, but also the 
qualitative information from focus 
groups and interviews that can give us 
richer detail about people’s lives and pos- 
sible prevention interventions. | 
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text reprinted by permission from 
cupsize, a hep zine outa NYC 
written by Sasha, one of the 
fabulous co-editors. 






















!am bisexual and chic. Chic, I was 
clearly born that way. I had my j, sensual. : 
doctor measure my hypothalamus | ssive tendencies a cha . e proud dominance ’ at 
| age y sf ne : } C Upty DI, very Switch. ay bt ® Photo by Jen Yee : 

and she said that my chic genetic "= en _ 
material was for sure. My pre-school teacher even told my mom that I of. 
was precociously fashionable. And as for my queer politics, 
I'm out about my bisexual queerness, So where does 
that leave bichic me? Slandered and misrepresented | 
by the media and by talk shows more than ever! 


All these talk show audiences and magazines seem to 
think that just because I know how to dress myself, my 

bisexuality is a sham. According to them, I am just one 
of a group of young women who are calling themselves ¥ 
bi to seem chic, Well, I am bi-and my chicness lives and \ 
breathes as an entirely integral yet separate element of my \ 
identity. I don’t call myself bi to appear chic. I was already 

chic! 


rece ks 


RY 5% = = | ae vy) These media mavens are 
segue ~. “ieee Obviously so threatened by a 

mam challenge to their fixed 
monosexuality that they try 
to dismiss bisexuality by say- 
ing that women call them- 
selves bi to win chic points. 
m Well, I’ve got a news flash: get- 
=§ ting maligned as a fence-sitter or 
ey better yet, as non-existent!, is not 
Em very chic. 


Py ae bs oe 
vin Ay = Be 





q Every time I come out as chic and bi in a queer space I put my chicness in 
“| jeopardy because I am forced to tell off losers who tell me to choose. It’s a fine 
_ chic line to tread when you call someone on their stupidity in a social space. 


ell, I refuse ta choose between str8t or gay, and I refuse to choose 
between bi and chic. 








in his metallic mesh shi 
: Who can resist? . | 
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‘call it the 


horror of liv- | 
ing bisexual 

| and: chiein the mide” 

i ee nineties. Must I clos- 

/ et myself as bi and 

/ frumpy to get any 
respect? Would people a 
feel more comfortable By 


with a bi bad dresser? 








J ened by good fashion sense? Figaqn 

Soon contingents of self-lov- 
ing out BiChics will march in Pride Parades across 
the country. We will hide our style no longer. 








I claim the many layers of my identity proudly — BI AND CHIC! 


rote: I dont} 

; really think I) J 
ne sine shi i ner bee am that chic. I | | 
pe ene serving ihe : : just wanted to see how 
se oe ae m often | could use the word 
bidentity is unknown we = & ste ? ' chic in conjunction with 
; aire bi in one article. 


Bishic bartender Mark 
ofsets Aimy ‘s nai 








| To get cupsize, send two 
| bucks and a coupla 


stamps to: 


cupsize 

PO Box 4326 

| Stonybrook, NY 11790- 
| 4326 


: Photo by Holly Glaser : : 





BiChic and former cover model Claude 


in ret’ fishnets and a splendid merry- 


witiw. nde AS el conservative pink and 
black i fat ensembie. Uinrestraineqd, vel 


chic 
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Class 1s NOT about spats and white t L165... : 


be Batty Rom Tiailley 


This article appeared previously in Fat Girl magazine, al : 


a reprinted with permission of the author. 





obtaining, I have been fat, white, and working-class for as long 


ae I can remember. I was an obedient child, so the bitch part of 


my identity is an adult acquisition. I knew that I was 2 dyke 
Jong before I knew there was a word to describe what I was 
feeling. I am an angry woman, a very angry woman. I am angry 
at the world, but I am also angry at the dyke community that I 
have been a part of for the last 20-plus years. Most of all I am 
angry at myself for the ways I have compromised who.] am in 
order to belong. ; 

My mother was an uptight, incest-surviving, sexual ptude, 
who, because of the socio-economic class she was born into, 
was also a slut. She was 2 waitress with large breasts who wore 


red lipstick and fingernail polish when she dressed up to party, 
go to church, or deal with the P.T.A.. She hated the word 


- “piss,” although “shit” seemed somehow okay for adults to say, 


but “fuck” was way beyond acceptable as a word anywhere. She . 
didn’t use “vulgar” language, but my mother knew that she - 


would never-be a lady. A lower class woman can never be a 
Jedy, she can only act like one, in the same way. middle-class 
woman is never really a slut, she only acts like one. What my 
mother wanted was respect. In the class war, my mother knew 


deeply which side she was on, and it was not the winning side. 7 


My mother, too, was a very angry woman. 


I like feminine women, but I have never been one. I say that I 
ain butch, but I sm not married to the concept. Butch is some- 


thing that I am, not something that I do. I watch dykes “do” 


butch and femme, with lots of discussion of how to do it prop- - 
erly. For the most part it amuses me, and I enjoy the show. 


What I don’t enjoy is watching middle-class girls “do” butch 
and ferme 2s “stud” and “slut.” These are working-class roles 
that middle-class dykes bring into the sexual arena because it 


"ives theses the freedom to explore their sexuality in a way that gt 
would not be there if they stayed in their own class-bound . -; 


roles. They strut their stuff on the dance fleor or in the bed- 
room. as if they were born to it. They are “had” girls; girls that 


want to chock their parents and the world. Yet when they're 
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a ee, oa a : 
bitch who comes from a small town in the slightly south- 
ern, mostly midwestern state of Missouri. Even though | 
today I live in California, with a salary at least threetimes 
more than anybody in my farnily ever dreamed of legally 
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treated Like ladies and gentlemen. They expect a privilege that. - 


no slut or stud that I grew up with ever envisioned. They ‘ 


expect the respect that my mother only dreamed of. - 


I came out in the seventies, when ‘the white, middle-class a 


women’s movement decided, hy consensus, that we were all the 2 
same and trashed butch and ferame women. I didn't come out : 
where there were bar dykes (women who never have used the 


word “dyke”). I don’t remember the butch and femme of the 


fifties. I've only read about it. From what T’ve read, i it seems to. 
| ce eS ae : 


it seems to be today. iin ee 


potch rule was fi too' violent sid mescaling ‘acd tad 


fernme role too passive and feminine to be either political- 

ly or personally correct; sexist assumptions ran rampant 
about what many thought of as sexist roles. I-came out with 
middle-class, white women who. were trying to throw off the 
shackles of their own class and race-bound roles, and who 
made a collective decision that all other women, regardless of 
Gass and tace, should do and be the seme. They discarded their 


| his-tiaey lasteibied bn echdlt hesentonsinn of thacpeation ace? : 
decide that the rest.of the world should be like. them. In this, — 
they were no different from ladies who have throughout histo-. 
_ ty started or influenced the reform movements. that came.” 


before them, This time, though, they weren't trying to free. - 


slaves; save. SS or educate and emance)-. * 2 
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ced sad snd and Meee thw orig, Towed 


waa etched ia the doventice, 00's college campus in the 


, and at the tunic, 





Midwest, by a group of white, 


straight ferninists.. J-wae trashed by’ straight wonten who went | 


around campus spraying dyke symbols on stop signs, playing 


3 Lavender Jane Loves Women on their record. players, and dis- 


cuesing vibrators and: where: to: buy chem, —— ee 


_ middie of the women's center 


on campus. I was trashed 


because one of these wornen | 


ec: gy at pope ho bles thats i alg 
unless it is naughty and “cute.” 


My straight sisters are fat bikers. eae sap taaedeneasalicl 


at Sears, and they buy their motorcycles second hand. They do 
the South Dakota bike run when they can afford it. They are 


Sa but they are in no way 


butch. They are femme, not 
ferninine; they are 


necessarily 
a eT TEE TS 
thought that Ihad called hera “L am angry at the | but I am also su. They weal be, angry 


dyke. The irony of it all was 


and offended if they were 


that I didn’t, and she was, 1@MQTY af the dyke community that I have called sluts. They curse when 


know, becrute Iran into bet een a part of for the last 20-plus years. 


ten years later at The Brick 


they're angry, but also yell:at 
the men in their lives for the 


Hut in Oakland, where she Most of all I am angry at myself for the =e oan 


was hanging out with her ex 
lover and a group of dykes 
from Olivia Records. This 
woman who had given me 
nightmares of self-doubt and 
self-loathing for years didn’t 
even remember me. 


She didn’t remember me. Maybe I should have described myself 


to her. I was the fat sexual deviant; the one who volunteered to 


answer the phones at the women’s center. I was the one who 


asked the straight. women. who painted dykes symbole every- 


where what it meant to be a fesbian, where could you buy’ 
‘Lavender Jane Loves Women, and how do you choose this vibra- your family.” 
tor they were always talking about. I was the one who picked up 





the doctoral candidates survey that left at the center for women 
to take; I was the one who read out loud the title, “Are You 
Multi-Orgasmic?” I was the one she thought was asking her the 
question. I was the one who remarked on how powerful her 
political alliance with another woman could be — a boardroom, 
not a bedroom — alliance. I was the one who, by then, could not 


say anything that in her mind was not going to be interpreted as 
sexual. I was the fat, working-class dyke who had not yet leamed. 


to be a bitch. 1 got an education while I was in college: 


’m still a feminist, still part of a women’s/lesbians’ movement 

that changed my life and in many ways changed my world. 

T'm still, like ray mother before me, a fat slut, still part of a fat, 
working-class family. Iam still angry. 


Tam angry at women who abhor the way drag queens portray the. 
worst and most stereotypical aspects of what it means to be 
fernale, yet who do the same thing when they “do” slut. I am 
angry at women who abhor the racism of Al Jolson in black face 


falling down on orie knee to sing “Mammy,” yet who do a clas- 
sist equivalent when they “do” stud. I am angry when dykes buy 
into the notion that vulgar language, ti aN 
people, belong in the bedroom, but never the 





Se des by teh nkinp abitstars bs facie 
ly and severely affected by other people's definition of what a fat 


slut is. Iam angry at people who sexualize my life, the people and 


ways I have compromised who I am in 
order to hina 


“fat” is part of their vocabu- 

lary of “bad” language. When 
they are quiet and compl- 
cent, not dressed for the road, 
they are often mistaken for 
a ee ee They are not passive, and 
they are not weak. They don’t use educated'words, and they have 
Southern, “vulgar,” hillbilly accents. I use educated words with 
less of an accent. 


eseliped Hel case seeseocset elt Seiten tinal ‘After 


we got back to the dorms, she said, “Betty, you don’t sound like 
My sisters called me at work once, My co-worker 
took the call, and later whispered to me, “Betty, your sisters 
sound like hicks.” My co-worker, also up from the working class, 
is from New York, but she, too, doesn’t sound like it anymore. 
Yet we both, under duress, retain. a flavor in our voices that tells 
you where we came from. We've both learned not to sound like 
sluts.. : 


I have a dyke friend who is from poverty, and in spite of her col- 
lege degree pretty much remains there. She likes middle-class 


_ dykes becanse they help her with money in ways that working- 


class’ dykes usually don’t. She says, “I don’t care if they do it 
because they feel guilty. I need the help, and all working-class 
people ever do is feel lucky and superior because they have jobs.” 
My friend usually has middle-to-upper-ciass lovers. Her last 
lover had jots of money. - 


My friend is an SM dyke. Her lover keeps her in leather and lin- 
gerie, and all sorts of slutty costumes and accouterments. She 
once dressed up te go to a party. Her mother was visiting at the 


time. She had on a pretty sleazy outfit for this party, and her 


lover grabbed her and said, “Ooh, baby, what's your Momma 


going to say when she sees you dressed like that?” My friend 


looked at her lover with a yeah-right expression and told her, 
“My mother is going to think, ‘How pretty! You look very nice.” 
Her upper-middle-class lover did not believe her until they went 


into the living foom and Momma said, “Ooh, hig pretty. You 
look ners nite _ 
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likely to lose my job over my bisexuality in this conservative 
society than I am in the supposedly more liberal environment 
back home! 


Where are at least 100 English-speaking foreigners living 
here in Fukui Prefecture. So far I’ve met one gay 
Y American couple, two British men who both admitted 
to occasionally feeling attracted to men but had never acted on 
their desires, and one gay Australian man who was so fed up 
with the lack of a gay scene that he quit and went home after 
only five months. That’s it. Add to that my one possibly-bisex- 
ual female Japanese friend and myself and you don’t have a hop- 
ping queer community, I’m not exactly out in the foreign 
community, either. This isn’t the liberal arts college atmosphere 
that I recently came from and I’m not sure what the point 
would be of repeatedly and loudly outing myself. I think I 
would get a negative reaction more than anything else. But I’m 
not completely closeted, either- I’m taking the not-mof-men- 
tioning-it approach. I don’t go out of my way to proclaim my 
bisexuality, but if I’m talking about past partners, I don’t change 
pronouns, Some people know and some don’t, and I’m never 
quite sure whether I’m doing the right thing or not. Should I be 
outing myself more vigorously for political reasons whether or 
not it gets a negative reaction, or is this quiet approach good 
enough? 
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I did out myself to the foreign community a little more publi- 
cally once. 1 drew a comic about how I got together with my 
Japanese boyfriend and sent it in to a non-queer, informal 
newsletter (circulation about 35) that we have here. In it I men- 
tioned the possibility of me having a relationship with either 
gender. The comic was printed and, sure enough, in the next 
issue of the newsletter I was attacked for it. A woman wrote: 
“What was the point of bombarding us with overwhelmingly 
personal information? Has [the newsletter] been reduced to 
submissions that amount to little more than attention-seeking 
drivel? In my opinion, relating personal confessions pole vaults 
over the boundaries of good taste. Save it for the talk shows!” 


Attention-seeking drivel? Sheesh! I know I can’t draw but was 
it really that bad? My comic was certainly not the most sexual 
or driveling submission to this newsletter, which had previous- 
ly included, for example, a story of a Japanese high school girl 
giving a pantomime blow job in class. Seeing as how pages of 
this newsletter were already being wasted in stupid flame wars 
every month, I didn’t bother responding to this but simply kept 
sending in my submissions, whether they dealt with my “dis- 
gusting” sex life or not. Someone else flamed her for flaming 
me, another person flamed everyone for flaming each other, and 
eventually I stopped subscribing to the newsletter. Guess I 
could have made more of a political statement, but I didn’t feel 
these people were worth my energy. 
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» s for the person closest to me... I told my Japanese 
7 b boyfriend very early in our relationship that I’m bisexu- 
y” “© al. His initial reaction was the same neutrality that my 
other Japanese friends had expressed about queerness in general. 
After he thought about it more, he had the same ideas that past 
American boyfriends have had. He worried that since I'm bi I'm 
more likely to cheat on him — twice the opportunity, after all, and 
I do sometimes miss having a female partner. He also had the 
usual idea that it might be fun to have a threesome with another 
woman or just to watch me and another woman going at it. I reas- 
sured him that I’m no more likely to cheat on him than if I were 
straight, and admitted that, the threesome idea is appealing to me 
too under the right circumstances, which haven't happened yet. 
That was it. It hasn’t affected our relationship, and his reaction 
was far less paranoid than that of some of my American exes. 











[Then 5 didn see him at all-Brancther | So the next day I we 
menth, onl L ah ink him next doy I went to his 


The point is, I am isolated and relatively closeted here, but no 
more so than I would expect to be in a small conservative town 
in any country. If you’re queer and thinking of living in Japan, 
go for it! Societal denial might make it easier for you to be pub- 
lically affectionate, and you'll be less likely to lose your job over 
your queerness. Check out the cool queer characters in 
Japanese comic books and cartoons. But if you're looking for 
queer community, pick a town a bit more urban than Fukui. 
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Lori just finished the second issue of Exit Seraphim, der (mostly) per- 
sonal ‘zine of comics and essays printed on very delicate newsprint that 
she scams from work. You can get a copy by sending postage to Lort 
Crawford, Honda 2-1-7, Takefu-shi, Fukui-ken, T915 JAPAN. 
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by Carla Herzblut 
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, am in a dilemma. Having been involved in a radical 







: leftist autonomous movement in my home country, I 
) didn’t feel like there was enough space for me as a 
| bisexual. In my group, we would talk about our next 
™ anti-fascist demo, how to involve people of diverse 
backgrounds in fighting the system that produces racism, 
classism, and patriarchy. Among other things, we investi- 
gated the history 
of _ resistance 
prior. to and 
during the 
Third Reich, as 
well as looking 
for intelligent 
ways to keep the 
neo-fascists out 
of our town, a 
small university 
city in the mid- 
dle of Germany. 
Our personal 
lives and our 
sexuality didn’t 
find any more 
}expression and 
attention in our 
group than in 
the mainstream 
with which we 
were struggling. 
The priorities 
were clear: 
fighting for the 
cause, fighting 
| against the sys- 
tem. I put most 
of my energies 


into that struggle. 


Working together with others in a common struggle helped 
me to see that we shared many of the same feelings and 
beliefs even though our backgrounds and histories varied 
greatly. his process encouraged me to develop a stronger 
sense of who I was within the larger scheme of things. For 
example, even though I was a working class person sur- 
rounded by white middle class comrades, we drew the 
same conclusion about the causes of poverty and their role 
in the rising neo-fascist movement, 
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I learned a lot about myself, not only how to defend 
myself physically in confrontations with skinheads and 
cops, but also | began to explore my bisexuality in tangi- 
ble way after all those years of theorizing. Well, I didn’t 
come out to my comrades right away. I was already feel- 
ing like an outsider in society due to my politics, And 
despite all my comrades’ talk about liberation and freedom 
from oppression, there were no out queers in the group, 
and I didn’t feel safe enough to be the first one. I experi- 
enced a gap between what my political goals were and my 
struggle to live my life truthfully. I felt like there wasn’t a 
space in this group for me to be who I really was sexually. 


For that, and other reasons, I decided to move to San 
Francisco, following my heart and seeking a place where I 
could unite my desire to be part of an effective left move- 
ment and to unfold my sexual personality, giving it the 


attention it needs. 


On first impression I was really amazed by the active and 
open queer community, — nonexistent where I come 
from. Being bi and proud seemed to be so much safer 
here, so much more accepted. It felt like I finally found 
my family. Especially when I learned that some bisexual 
activists whom I greatly respected had a similar history of 
trying to sabotage the system. I discovered that we shared 
an analysis of the root causes of oppression and a desire to 
resist and work on radical change, to build a class-free 
society that provides free education, housing, nutrition 
and health care for all, regardless of gender, age or race. 


who would go further than just reforming the system 
‘in order to get a few more privileges for their own 
group, people who try to include radical left politics into 
their struggle for sexual liberation. I could have it all! I 
could be whole and out with all facets of who I am! I was 


I. sounded so overwhelmingly good: There are people 


excited! Eager to begin work once more, I had a fresh start 


with my sisters and brothers... Some time later I realized 
that this movement I had found was not as inclusive or 
widely encompassing as I had hoped for. It seems that the 
fight against gender oppression can be as time and peo- 
ple-consuming as the fight against the neo-fascist move- 
ment. Some people simply seemed to get sidetracked and 
I miss them in a truly progressive movement. 


I found activists seeking pleasure and distraction after all 
the work they had done by going to expensive clubs and 
getting excited about their latest piercings. I felt excluded 
by being poor and by the choices I’ve made in my life 
according to my political beliefs. “Fun” as a guideline for 
actions around queer politics is cool, but shouldn’t give me 
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illusions about the fact that many of our bisexual sisters 
and brothers deal with much more urgent problems in 
order to merely survive, so that it is not possible for them 
to dedicate their time and energy to the fight for sexual 
expression. 
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kitchen for homeless “T¢ still saddens and angers me to see the 


Ss at a local soup | 


people, dealing with vio- 


world which need our resistance and active struggle. If we 
leave out issues like racism and class struggle we are only 
contributing to keeping bisexuality a predominantly white 
middle-class phenomenon. 


The San Francisco bisexual 
community as 1 know it 
pisses me off, because of 
what it considers queer 


lence, sexism and despair, compromises that people make, espectally.. politics politics which 


side-effects of capitalism, 
every day. Most of the peo- 


ple there are African- secure are in imminent danger of being 
reversed in a right-wing backlash.” 


American or Latino/a. 
Many are undocumented 
immigrants: surviving is a 
difficult endeavor emotionally, physically and spiritually. 
It’s just hard to thicken my skin and enjoy more expensive 
pleasures after having been faced with poverty. 


And I wonder how well-intentioned people get sucked 
into reformist politics — and therefore undermining rad- 
ical efforts. I don’t want what I see as the radical possibil- 
ities of a bisexual movement co-opted into supporting the 
system, by making space in the world for just a few more 
privileged people to come out as bi. Instead, I'd like us all 
to work together for our utopias by being inclusive 
towards people who live under exploited and oppressed 
conditions, by reaching out to those who can’t afford to 
put time, energy and money into their self-liberation, 
those who have to deal with more urgent and life-threat- 
ening circumstances. 


It can’t be enough to have sexual freedom in a gay neigh- 
borhood like San Francisco's Castro district while 
exploitative work-conditions, homelessness, patriarchy, 
and. all the other ills are still at home in our sweet little 
queer ghetto. Where does the queer community take a 
stand against growing fascist forms of oppression in a 
world outside the Castro? Where are the anarchists and 
progressive radical leftist powers in the queer communityr 
How much is visible and welcome of my political position 
against fascism and capitalism, while I’m fighting for the 
freedom of any consensus-oriented form of sexuality? 


Sure enough, nobody can fight all the many battles at the 
same time. But even knowing that, it still saddens and 
angers me to see the compromises that people make, espe- 
cially now that all the gains we thought were so secure are 
in imminent danger of being reversed in a right-wing 
backlash. As much as I like feeling safe as a queer in San 
Francisco, there’s numerous forms of oppression in our 
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only marginally deal with 


now that all the gains we thought were $0 the racism that causes the 


economic genocide of our 
impoverished neighbors 
south of the U.S. border, or 
even our impoverished 
neighbors just a few miles from the Castro in any one of 
San Francisco’s real ghettos like Hunter’s Point or The 
Mission, The claim that BABN supports anti-racist, anti- 
class work seems contradicted by the reality that most of 
the attention circles around its own bellybutton. This 
claim, which attracted me in the first place, seems way 
overstated now. 


&y political consciousness has been developing 
‘through years of living in this world with open sens- 
'es; my coming out as bisexual is much more recent. 
Despite that, both my politics and my sexuality are intri- 
cately linked. I feel strongly about the need to create space 
in both communities, to oppose the ongoing separatism 
between “politico/as” and queer activists. To bridge these 
two sides of myself by getting involved in queer activism 
and equally pursuing my path as an autonomous 
leftist is a constant challenge. My comrades 
encounter me as a bisexual activist as much #7). aS 
as 1-am out to my queer circles about my 
political involvement. 












4 
J 





I am looking forward to meeting more 
bisexuals at the Active Resistance 
Counter Convention in Chicago. See | 
you there! 
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Carla Herzblut lives in the Mission District of 
San Francisco. She loves German chocolate, 
Dolores Park, her bicycle and romantic night 
walks, 
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by Douglas Conrad 


. n 1988, I went to East Berlin, venturing 

- into the Communist countries of Eastern 
| Central Europe for the first time. I was 
| searching for a gay man I'd heard had 

™ been sent from East to West Berlin for “3h # 
= a pink wae in honor of gay Holocaust ‘gf 
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yee became a welcome novelty in the region 
iG “ i oe, because of the money they brought to 


_ these poorer countries’ economies. 


a * ‘ eo . _ In 1991 I met with newly formed 
co ee groups of sexual minorities in 
wd goa Germany, rape ttoe and 


ity “pre y biolog: “Ke? | a vs with ‘iit bnecitluen and sisters, and it was 









state textlipok on sexuality asserted that hodeercasi gee NEFF 


had a right to a dignified life. But in practice, the state's 


tolerance for sarme-sex-oriented individuals had obvious “>” 


limits. 

Anyway, West Berlin sent him back. I had a phone number for 
him in East Berlin and a mission to see if the slogan “We are 
everywhere” meant that he and I could find common ground. 
But I made two mistakes in contacting him. First, I telephoned 
from West Berlin; then, I spoke English on the phone — not a 
nice way to treat somebody who had experienced entrapment by 
the authorities, After a brief exchange, the person on the other 
end hung up. I went to East Berlin anyway. 


At that time, the wall still made West Berlin an island of sub- 
sidized living and around you the East German Stasi (police) 
freckled the periphery of your daily life. But if you weren't 
intimidated by the uniforms and rifles, it wasn’t difficult to get 
a day visa to travel into East Berlin. 


In a museum information booth, I found my first gay man liv- 
ing in a Communist country. My German wasn't very good but 
we were able to communicate through the universal language of 
eye contact. At that time nobody expected the wall to be torn 
down in a little more than a year, and as a Nebraska-born 
American, I felt I had just done the impossible: Walked safely 
into a world that I had been taught | could never exit from alive 
or unbrainwashed. I walked happily along the Spree River and 
watched as two men walked with their arms around each other 
in a slow romantic stroll. I was sure they were there just for me 
to see. I felt validated and even enjoyed being interrogated by 
the border patrol for having spent more in East Berlin than the 
minimum amount of currency one is required to exchange upon 
entering the country. Thus began my annual pilgrimage to 
Eastern/Central Europe. 


In 1989 the wall came down. Peristroika followed, removing 
the tension of armed border guards in Berlin. Americans 
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ba obvious that their his(hers)tories were much differ- 

ent than mine or my community's. Their processes of 
self-identification was different, be it homosexual, bisexual or 
transgendered. 


The social implications of their identities were also different, 
sometimes reflecting their countries’ economies. Democracy 
had brought new standards of existence. For many elders, 
reliance on pensions that were based on earnings under the old 
system made life extremely difficult. Countries moved quickly 
to define themselves as they lost their Soviet block status. 
Yugoslavia fell apart and war broke out. Czechoslovakia split 
into the Czech Republic and Slovakia. In the post-Soviet vacu- 
um, new procedures, new systems and new ethics had to be cre- 
ated. To a large degree, citizens were left to do this for 
themselves. 


others” in Eastern Europe. Through Shades of Red & Pink 

I hoped to contribute to the understanding of this new era 
and to explore the gray areas of commonalties and differences 
between my new-found brothers and sisters. So began a long 
journey into debt as | traveled, building trust, conducting inter- 
views and researching the diverse histories, cultures, and indi- 
vidual experiences in these countries. 


|: 1991, I began to document the oral histories of “sexual 


At that time, the homosexual emergence in Eastern/Central 
Europe was beginning to be explored by the media and other 
groups. Channel 4 in London had produced documentaries; the 
lesbian and gay movement in West Germany had made con- 
tacts before the wall came down; Indiana University Press had 
published Jurgen Lemke’s Gay Voices From East Germany. 
Throughout Eastern/Central Europe sexual minorities were 
beginning to document their lives and situations. It seemed that 
the best thing I could do was capture a glimpse into what had 
gone on in a time and place that had been totally censored from 
my community back home. We had never known the people, 
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never seen the images, never heard news beyond the 
McCarthyite fear of Bolsheviks invading our toilets, never 
moved beyond slogans like the one that tormented redheaded me 
as I grew up: “Better Dead Than Red.” 


Yet from readings on Magnus Hirschfeld and the early homo- 
sexual rights movement, I knew that the early Socialist move- 
ment was home to a strong movement for freedom of sexuality. 
While this was mostly centered around equality for women, 
homosexuals such as Hirschfeld, the renowned Russian poets 
Mikhail Kuzmin and Nikolai Kliuev and many others had 
strongly supported the Socialist movement and subsequent 
Russian revolution. Though by no means a lesbian or bisexual 
“activist” in today’s terms, ‘Alexandra Kollontai, appointed by 
Lenin as the first Commissar of Social Welfare in the Soviet 


Union, is reported by Russian scholar Simon Karlinsky to have | Ce 


had relations with both men and women in her lifetime. This 
fact may be reflected in slogans she popularized, such as “The 
workers’ state needs new relations between the sexes.” 


_ s | began to research this past era to find out what had 
eroded this early Socialist commitment to sexual 
# ® freedom, framing the conditions of life for same-sex- 
oriented individuals in Eastern/Central Europe, I began to | 
videotape interviews with sexual minorities who had lived | 
under communism. : 






It seemed like it should be easy enough to ask questions, | — 
explain my desire to explore our commonalty, bring our | __ 
stories together and embrace my newly met brothers and } ce 
sisters. Oh what a fool 1 found myself to be! Not for my L_ 
idealistic desires but for my lack of understanding of my new 
friends’ cultures and lives and for the preconceptions I had about 
identity, community, history, and communication. It became a 
difficult (yet useful) practice for me to try to explain my delicate 
concept of community because I soon found out that the sexual- 
ity based identity I knew in the U.S. is not a global phenomenon. 


It was also enlightening to define my notion of oral history, 
which most of my subjects embraced with little hesitation. They 
had experienced a history even more constrained by the ideology 
of the state than our own and they were just break- 
ing through those standards, leaving the 
| stagnation of assimilation and accep- 
tance behind and coming alive with 
. discussion and exploration. They 
> understood that experiences 
b& are the definition of life, 
not just a current fad. 
They were taking up 
the mighty chal- 
lenge of creating 
new definitions 
of being. Perhaps 
they understood 
my project better 
r than I did. 
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Alexandra Kollontal, the = : 
first Commissar of Social Welfare in the | ~ 

Soviet Union, is one of our own, having had relationships 

with men and women. This pamphiet is published by the Socialist 
Workers Party, London. 

I had much to learn. I had many discussions about why one 
should define oneself in terms of sexuality. These weren't discus- 
sions about scholarly discourse and theoretical development but 
were about day-to-day existence for people in many walks of life. 
I also came to a deeper realization that the world is not changing 
because capitalism has triumphed over Communism but that 
Communism is changing because the spirit of the people living 
under Communism is changing it. 


# o my principal interviewing task became listening. I listened 
as 1 was chastised for trying to label someone lesbian, gay, 
# bisexual or transgendered. I listen to unfamiliar notions of 
community and self-identification. And I listened to the heart- 
beats and met the eyes of others I identified with, other who 
were also “others” to society. I tried to communicate back in a 


respectful and self-respecting way. 






I have only recently seen the Catholic Church’s impact in Poland 
and become acquainted with women’s identification with the 
Virgin Mary (imagine declaring the Virgin Mary to be a lesbian)! 
I am just beginning to understand what it means for the Serbian 
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army (or any other army) to use male-to-male rape to symbol- 
ize conquest. I am still processing the story of a friend who 
sodomized a soldier he had picked up at the train station in 
Belgrade after this soldier had told him about capturing an 
enemy, chaining him spread eagle to a tree, raping him, and 
dismembering him with a chain saw. 


I am trying to understand my experience of entering a train sta- 
tion bathroom in Zagreb and being immediately surrounded by 
seven individuals, including soldiers, who masturbated and pro- 
posed sexual activities in languages I don’t understand. 


I am just finding out what it’s like to have secret police hover 
outside my door as I schedule interviews with sexual minorities 
in Bucharest. 


I am still learning from organizers in the Czech Republic as 
they develop extremely sophisticated strategies for homosexual 
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integration into a society where, only a short time ago, the 
Psychological Institute often recommended sex changes for 
homosexual patients. 


I am just learning what it means for East Germans, who have 
been organizing since the early seventies, to reorient their lives 
as they merge with a highly westernized country. Coming from 
my work in independent film and video I had to think about the 
fact that the movie Philadelphia was being shown in Zagreb, 
Bucharest, and other remote places I would have never guessed, 
and that it was having a positive impact on images of same~sex- 
oriented individuals there. I had never been much of an advo- 
cate for Hollywood product before. 


One thing that struck me as sad was that staff at homosexual 
publications in six of the countries that I visited (Germany, 
Poland, Russia, Hungary, the Czech Republic, and Slovenia) 
had identified Te Advocate as a principle resource for network- 
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ing with the United States, and yet The Advocate had declined 
all of their offers to trade subscriptions. In Poland they had 
gone so far as to write, translate and offer The Advocate an arti- 
cle on their situation, but The Advocate responded that their 
readership was not interested. Even though in the past year I've 
received four unsolicited promotional mailings of The Advocate 
followed by “past due, please remit” billings for an unordered 
subscription, | am obviously not part of their target, “uninter- 
ested” readership. I was embarrassed at the notion that The 
Advocate is considered an ambassador for a community I iden- 
tify with in America. Thus was notion of community was is chal- 


lenged again. 


hades of Red & Pink is an oral history archive. Its aim is to 
publish fragments to help the U.S. community understand 
the life of sexual minorities in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Short focus videos on Germany, Poland, the former Yugoslavia 
and Siberia are in varying stages of 
"wm production, as is a longer historical 
documentary. Any help in the form of 
_--Janguage skills, money, labor, or con- 
gt leek tacts are appreciated. Our main intent 
____ is to preserve these stories as part of 

"4, our international experience. 


i Lhe archive will be housed with 
| Voices: the Oral History Project of the 
Northern California Gay and Lesbian 
Historical Society. 









For more information, or to receive 
contact addresses for publications or 
m organizations in Eastern/Central 
| Europe, contact: 


ssweee, Shades of Red & Pink 
=| 584 Castro Street #123 
ic San Francisco, CA 94114 
=== phone/fax: 415/648-5579 
email: DCRP@aol.com. 
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Dunia Conrad is a cultural and political activist who has co-chatred 
the 1988 San Francisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day Parade & 
Celebration Committee and served on the Northern California Steering 
Committee for the 1987 March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights. He is membership director for Film Arts Foundation, a mem- 
bership service organization for independent film and video makers in 
San Francisco, and he is project director/producer of the oral bistory and 
documentary project Shades of Red &F Pink. He is also a former farm 
boy. 

Lyndall MacCowan ts co-chair of the Oral History Project of the Gay 
and Lesbian Historical Society of Northern California. Interviews con- 
ducted for Shades of Red & Pink will be archived with the Oral History 
Project. 


All photos for this article and the accompanying interviews were provided by 
the Shades of Red and Pink Project. 


Anything That Moves 


WOLFGANG SCHADOW, FROM HALLE, GERMANY 


didn’t want to deceive the men I felt attracted to, but on 

the other hand, of course, I didn’t want to deceive the 
wife who was at home with the children either. In the long 
run, to live this kind of dilemma wasn't easy. And then 
came the moment. My wife met this exchange student 
from Egypt and fell in 
love. She didn’t hide it. 
This is an agreement 
we made when we mar- 
ried and we. never. 
broke. We swore: “A | 
marriage is no prison, 
but we will be honest...” 
I was always honest 
with her, I always want- 
ed something but I 
never had the courage. 


I was married for 10 
years before I had 
something with a man fj 
again. Meanwhile | 
yearned for it, but I 
never had the guts. I 
wasn't jealous of my 
wife. I thought it was 
great for her to have 
someone to love. Then 
their love was over, it 
turned out he had lied 
to my wife for three 
years — he had not 
divorced his wife. 


This, I think, was for 
me the impulse to once | 
againlookfor men, butf 
stronger relationship| 
might develop with} 
someone, my wife pre- 
vented it. This went on for at least a year, a time when 
communication was not possible. 1 would simply tell her 
about my plans in a simple way — for example, I wanted 
to go on a trip with a colleague. She wouldn't like it and 
would destroy it. I usually walked out after such discus- 
sions, but always came back. 


I thought it didn’t make sense. I had said “A” and thought 
I would have to say “B” for the rest of my life. You easily 
slip into this martyr role — “All right, I'll do without then” 
just to have my peace. Idiotic! 


In 1980 my eldest son went to Breslau to study. He came 
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home and said he had to talk to me, and he told me he had 
started a relationship with this assistant professor in his 
middle years, married with an 18-year-old son. He now 
knew that he wanted to live a homosexual life. I only asked 
him to consider finding someone who he could live with 
and not just go, to tea rooms and so on. He asked me to 
" ™ explain this to his mother, 
a which I did. Then she said 
ii to me, “Admit it — you're 
gay.” 
| I did admit it, and she sim- 
ply accepted it. We had a 
long serious talk. I told her 
it didn’t have anything to 
do with her physical 
appearance, I just couldn't 
pretend any longer, could- 
nt go on dreaming. | 
admitted that I had 
destroyed her life to a cer- 
tain extent. After long dis- 
cussions, we came to the 
conclusion that there 
weren't better companions, 
!nobody we would trust 
| more than each other. 


Luckily when I moved to 
| Halle I met a boyfriend 
who she loved like a grown 
son. She always feels like 
j protecting him, giving him 
warmth. This phase of our 
| lives, when each of us made 
|] experiences, was lived so 
*) intensely that talk about 
| 1 deceiving her was pushed to 
j 1 the background. We said it 
[didn’t make sense to 
= destroy what we have, we 
have good and bad hours, we had bad years and good years, 
now we want to keep it going until the end. 


Basically, we all live together like one big family — daugh- 
ter, son-in-law, grandchildren, the youngest son of 15, my 
wife lives here, I live here, until two years ago my boyfriend 
lived here intermittently. He also had his own apartment. 
We didn’t have any dissension. He had this accident, a 
complicated pelvic fracture some years ago, was lying in his 
apartment and we took care of him from here, My wife 
cooked meals for him, someone brought them over to him. 


For some people this would be an unimaginable situation. 
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~~) Curistina SCHENK, GERMANY 


| movement in the GDR later 
Le developed. Very few members 
| of these groups were Christians; 
the Protestant Church imposed 


J}. | no such condition upon the 


oe ie = | groups seeking shelter. This was 





B#hen specific interests were articulated 





~ for example, by the lesbian and 
gay men's groups (in the former GDR) — 
they were met with a negative response 
and were dismissed as a demand for priv- 
ileges (!) or special conditions which 
could not be justified. Until the late 
1980s, calls for public debate of hitherto 
taboo social issues, and for official recog- 
nition of the gay liberation groups were 
seen as implicit criticism of socialist soci- 
ety and were rejected outright. 


Efforts to initiate any democratization in 
social conditions “from below” were per- 
sistently blocked by the state; so, too, was 
any social science research which might 
have analyzed the situation and suggested 
ways of bringing about change. For 
lesbians and gay men, the situation 
remained unchanged until the late 1970s, 
when the Protestant Church in the GDR 
witnessed the state's repression of dissi- 
dents and increasingly offered its protec- 
tion and the use of its facilities to anyone 
who challenged “real existing socialism in 
the GDR,” especially on ecology, peace, 
human rights, and feminist issues. The 
first Church-based opposition groups 
were formed, from which the opposition 
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| the major factor enabling an 


| 4 opposition movement to form 


| on church territory in a country 
_ | where almost three-fourths of 
the population were atheist. 


1 In 1982, gay men and several 
im lesbian women founded the first 
 (semi-)official homosexual group 
in the. GDR in Leipzig. 
Admittedly, the official Church 
viewed the establishment of this 
and subsequent groups with dis- 
favor and expressed its views 
with varying degrees of outspo- 
kenness; but thanks 
to the support of 
clergy and individ- 
ual parishes it 
proved possible to 
set up the group. 
Similar groups 
were soon set up in 
other cities. This 








NEITHER THE AUTHORITIES NOR THE STATE 
SECURITY SERVICE HAD ANY DIRECT ACCESS TO 
CHURCH TERRITORY, AND SO FOR THE FIRST TIME 


_ | This is an excerpt from a paper by Christina regarding the development 
mi of organizing of sexual minorities in the former GDR (East Germany). 


able to raise their profile by participating 
in well-publicized Church events such as 
the annual church rallies, and organize 
their own events which the public could 
attend. 


Over the next few years, the network of 
gay and lesbian working groups, set up 
under the auspices of the Church, contin- 
ued to expand and to provide a forum for 
self-help, counseling, social activities and 
discussion for the first time. They enabled 
gays and lesbians to initiate campaigns 
that attracted public attention. 


The groups exchanged experiences on a 


fairly regular basis and coordinated their 
campaigns. An annual members’ meeting 
enabled lesbians and gay men from the 
various working groups to report on their 
activities and discuss joint action and 
objectives for the future. 








was a major step THE GROUPS WERE ABLE TO WORK AUTONOMOUS- 


forward, Neither 
the authorities nor 
the State Security 
Service had any 
direct access to 
Church | territory, 
and so for the first 
time the groups were able to work 
autonomously in an atmosphere that was 
relatively free of fear. The State Security 
Service did attempt subsequently to infil- 
trate informers to keep a check on the 
group's activities, but it was unable to 
reduce the groups’ new-found effective- 
ness in drawing public attention to their 
agenda, or to hamper processes within the 
groups. The groups were able to make use 
of the Church infrastructure to some 
extent; the Church press could be used for 
publicity purposes, and the groups were 


LY IN AN ATMOSPHERE WHICH WAS RELATIVELY 
FREE OF FEAR. 


Despite many logistical problems and 
only limited public impact, the founda- 
tion stone for a lesbian and gay liberation 
movement in the GDR had thus been 
laid. 


rr 


Christina Schenk ts the first open lesbian (or 
any other sexual minority) elected to the 
German Parliament (Bundestag). She is East 
German, elected in the last elections held with 
East and West Germany voting separately, 
and was re-elected to the Bundestag in 1994. 
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LEPA MLADENOVIC IN BELGRADE, SERBIA 


ae of this. I mean, not face myself to be that, just be myself, 
and clean the room, and put some music on and read. Because 
it's very difficult. I remember, one day I went to the shop and I 
had to buy something for the anti-war center. I had to have a 
slip on the anti-war center, and the woman looked at me like 
she was going to kill me. Just being a pacifist here was like 
something they are just going to kill you for. And then you 
enter there and she is going to kill you because you are a lesbian, 
and then somewhere else because you are a feminist, and it’s 
like, you can't go on. 


ometimes I have to be closed down in this room, and not be 





So. it became so painful for me. Then I said, okay, there is my 
pain, there is the pain of refugees, there is the pain of people, 
and I always said ] was not going to judge and value whose pain 
is greater or smaller. You know, there was this story that maybe 
a woman raped in war is a bigger victim than a woman who is 
raped in a family, or incest, or this, or that, and I was always 
saying no, we are not going to, It’s different if you make polit- 
ical analyzes, but on the level of the pain, we are not going to 
judge whose pain is more valuable or greater or lesser. 


So then I found that I am there, too, for the first time in that 
sense. Being a feminist didn’t have that difference; you sort of 


feel tame because everything is a male society, but this is the 
first time that everything was so awful. It’s not so awful being 
a feminist as being a lesbian. I mean there is much, much, 

much more facing you with this disgust that people have against 
you, that’s why nobody wants to identify as lesbian around here. 
But then after that, it resolved some of the dilemmas that I had. 
Maybe we should talk about lesbians after the war, because I 
thought, so what am I going to do, sit and wait ’til the war fin- 
ishes, and then talk about my life, I mean, why? The only rea- 
son why is because the people are going to laugh at me,,but they 
are going to laugh at me anyway. [hey are going to laugh at me 
after the war eons too, that’s clear. I have no doubt about that. 











Biki (Dopritta) Beocrane, Serbia 





It was passion and everything. We 
spent | think six years together, 24 hours 
a day. Really, it was true. We were never 
separated from each other. And she loves 
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J e were really in love with each other. 


'me and I love her madly, 
but she was in a totally dif- 
ferent situation. Her father 
(, died when she was young, 
| and her mother was really a 
bossy mother; she was bad. 
| She never had a chance to 
fy even meet other people. 
7 [he first man she dated was 
in Belgrade, can you imag- 
} ine, in the 20th century? | 
tried to help her because I 
believe that when you 
haven’t had a chance to 
make a choice, I don’t know 
why — maybe because of 
statistics ——- but you always 
m™ do wrong. And I was afraid 
__ 1 that because she was not as 
_| experienced, that maybe — 
not maybe, I’m sure — that 
——! she had a right to a full life, 

to meet oles people and make her own 
decisions and everything. She never 
knew, she never had a chance to find out 
what she really wanted. And I supported 
her to try things with other people, 


because I really love her and she loves me. 
She found a boyfriend and I wasn’t angry, 
or hurt. I was happy when she found 
someone. He was a little bit macho, and 
they fell in love. I don’t know why they 
shouldn't, I am not possessive, and I was 


happy when she fell in love, why not... 


It hurt a little bit, her and me, and that’s 
the truth, but the start was a natural start. 
It was not that we decided to jump and 
try to find another person, it was some- 
thing that came smoothly. From time to 
time it was dramatic, and | think some- 
times she is jealous for a few days when I 
find a woman to be with, or if | am in love 
she doesn't agree with this, because she 
explains to me that if I were to be with 
her it is okay, but another woman is 
something that she doesn't approve of 
and doesn’t agree with. But I think after 
two years that I have done the job to 
explain to her that it is my nature, my new 
nature maybe, to see other women, but it 
is my nature. And she explains to me that 
her nature includes heterosexuality, and 
that's it, 
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“i ae ES him anymore, he wanted to kill 


“ me. We were parked in his car, 
{ and I said, “Sorry I can’t, I can’t 
|go any further, please under- 
] stand.” He shouted, “No! No! 
We No!,” locked the car and 
mm grabbed me. We fought. I don’t 

» know how, but I got out. He 
started driving the car after me. 
If I hadn’t jumped from the 
street he would have run over 
me, I think people who are in 
the army are a little strange, and 
_ he was very strange. 


freee §=We met at a party in Maribor. I 
oo . didn’t realize that he was in the 
-. army, because he was dressed 
normally in civilian wear. But 
there was something about him 
. 1 liked very much. He was a 
man, really a man. Then I found 
<i». Out that he was in the army, and 
>< =” dL said, “Oh, I am a born pacifist. 
ae 2 3 <3 I can't.” 


=~. I was in the army for one and a 
ean = © half months. Then I said, 
- ae “Sorry, I can’t, I must go home.” 
“x Tt was the Yugoslav army, | was 
in Serbia. I wasn’t sure what to do to go 
home, but it was too much for me there. 
Then I thought, “Okay, you are gay and 


was with an Mice: from the a army. In 





Bthe end it was a very bad experience; 
when I discovered that I couldn’t be with 


“TOMAZ FROM LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA 


this is the most important thing that you 
have now, this is the thing that can bring 
you out from the army.” So I went to the 
psychologist. I knew if I said only that I 


was gay, they would put me in the hospi- 


tal for two weeks, and then I'd be back in 
the army. So I said to myself, “Uh uh, I 
will do it more radically.” I went to this 
psychologist, and I said, “You know, I 
have a problem,” and he said, “What 
problem?” I said, “One day I am Marlene 
Dietrich, and the next day I’m Marilyn 
Monroe, and the third day I’m Greta 
Garbo.” He said, “What?!” — he could- 
n't believe it. I had to take some tests, 
and two hours later everything was 


arranged for me to go home. 


At the same time that I was in the army, 
I was still together with this guy from the 
army. He was very important. | spent 
many nights with him in his officer's 
quarters. So nice. I thought I was in love 
with him, but mostly it was one thing — 
sexuality. 


We were together one year, I think. A 
terrible time. Very dynamic. A lot of my 
straight friends who met him said to me, 
“Tomaz, do not do it. There is some- 
thing wrong with this guy.” But I didn’t 
listen, of course — I had a great sexual 
life with him. I played with fire, I think. 








KaARLA HYANKOLIA FROM PRAGUE 


a know, bisexuality is usually well 
hidden. I only became aware of the 
full extent of this when after the revo- 
lution we had newspapers filled with 
classified ads only. And there were 
personal ads, both for gay men and 
lesbians, and for heterosexuals who 
were seeking, they call it “beautiful 
moments”, and under this column 
there are dozens and dozens of ads of 
usually married couples who were 
seeking a third person. Usually it is for 


a woman, and sometimes it was spec- 


ified very clearly that the husband is 
seeking a lover for his wife. 


This was something completely new, 
but the number of these advertise- 
ments I think speaks of a very impor- 
tant phenomena in society, and that 
means that people are not satisfied 
with their nuclear families. Or in their 
basic relationships. So, it is only natu-_— 
ral that people who choose something — 
under pressure then, in time, try to 
come backward to what they really 


need. 





Pracue, THE CzEcH REPUBLIC 


wes We never had problems at 


work. We had some here at home 
because of Mrs. Horackova, who 
reported us to the police a few 
times. Nothing could become of it 
because there was no proof. But it 
was very unpleasant. Mrs. 
Horackova was.. 


Fritzek: Desitkarka. 


Jenda: Desitkarka — that is a term 
probably not well known. It meant 
that one party member had a 
responsibility... 


Fritzek: To watch over others... 


Jenda: That is, watch about 10 fam- 
ilies or 10 houses. So this woman 
sort of rushed in here after 1948 
with her family. It happened to all 
the neighbors also, and it was part 
of what was called the attack on the 
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Trojan villas. She occupied a part of 
the house she chose, also chose the 
amount of rent she was going to 
pay, and then tried to make deci- 
sions about everything she could, 
That was.an unpleasant living 
arrangement and lasted a long time. 
Her family disintegrated over a 
time; at first she divorced, so her 
husband left, then her daughter got 
married. She herself lived here until 
1989, So I was several times to the 
STB or SNB or — how did we call 
the police then — where I was 
accused of being a homosexual. 
There was no other way than to 
deny it because at that time it was 
illegal. I was finding out things 
about myself that were true, but 
only someone who lived with me 
knew of them. Of course it was 
nonsense; they accused me of wear- 


ing perfume, to which I replied that 
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yes, after shaving I use cologne. 
Another complaint was that I wear 
shoes with high heels. It was easily 
explained that those were the shoes 
I wore in the role of a prince in an 
amateur theater performance and 
which I used later at home as house 
shoes. So these kind of details Mrs. 
Horackova used to report on us and 
put us in danger. 


Fritzek: She did not know much 
about me and | was not so interest- 
ing to her because I did not own the 
house. The capitalist was Jenda, and 
his ancestors, and I have always 
worked so she could not really make 
anything up about me. Also, I had a 
lot of achievements; I received a 
national prize as the lead dramatic 
dancer of the Czechoslovakian 
National Ballet. 





AY, PROUD AND QUTNUMBERED IN 





Mexican Activist Victor Velasco On Life South of the Rio Grande 


Interview by Kerwin Brook 


Bm wring a visit toe Mextco last summer, I wanted to talk with 
activists about queer issues in the country..At a gay bar I 
| discovered a small flyer with a list of about ten gay groups. 
It was a strange list. With one exception, no one listed telephone 
numbers, simply anonymous postal boxes. Victor Velasco, inter- 
viewed here in July of 1995, was that one exception. Victor ts the 
director of the Centro de Capacitacion y Apoyo Sexologico 
Humanista (CeCASH), a group of educators and therapists based in 
Mexico City.. 





KB: Can you give us a sense of what gay life in Mexico is like? Is 
there a recognizable gay community or “gay” areas, neighborhoods in 
Mexican cities? 


VV: Well, things here in Mexico are definitely not like they are 
in the USA. For one thing, there are no gay neighborhoods, 
and only a few areas with a noticeable gay presence. Gay people 
live in many different areas. Maybe in Mexico City you can find 
one zone more concentrated 
gay “zone” such as the Juarez 
neighborhood or the Zona 
Rosa. Such zones are more 
meeting places and few gay 
people actually live there. I 


“gay community exists in 


“Right at the moment there seems to be 
an explosion of gay places, only because 
don’t believe such a thing asa gays are good business. Truthfully, you 


tionately to our lovers. In all there can’t be more than 20 bars in 
Mexico City, and only one of them gives anything back to the 
people — helping with money or donating space for events. 
There is only one gay bar that is that generous. Some bars will 
not even post informational flyers and at the moment you cant 
find condoms in any gay bars Condoms used to be available but 
now it's as if AIDS didn't exist. Safe sex information and con- 
doms just aren’t around. That's why I say the gay community 
really doesn't exist. 


Both "Guerrilla Gay" and “Circulo Cultural Gay" organize Gay 
Cultural Week and the annual Gay Pride March. and Guerrilla 
Gay produces a gay radio program--2 hours dedicated to gay 
people. But that’s the extent of gay visibility in public in Mexico 
City. There is a lesbian group in Guadalajara called "IMEN" 
that publishes a newspaper. Many cities, like Jalapa, have some 
kind of unofficial curfews for gay people, and if the police find 
you in a car with another man after 10 pm, they will detain you. 
In Jalapa there's no discos, nothing. 2 


KB: And Mexico City, with 20 
million people, only has around 
20 bars? 

VV: Yes, around 20, 


KB: And no gay newspapers? 


Mexico City. There are can't even kiss your lover in these places, V¥: V«) there's 8 meee 


attempts to build such a com- 
munity, but only attempts. 
Some gay events, however, 
have been happening for years, 
like the gay pride parade in 
Mexico-celebrating its 16th 
anniversary on June 24, Then 
some new groups, like 
"Palomilla Gay" have been formed, by young people. An older 
group called "Guerrilla Gay" which has been in existence for 
almost ten years. Every week Guerrilla Gay has something hap- 
pening, a conference, a play, or some other cultural activity, 
usually in gay bars. Right at the moment there seems to be an 
explosion of gay places, only because gays are good business. 
Truthfully, you can't even kiss your lover in these places, and 
sometimes the employees treat you very badly. As they put it, 
they're only “allowing” us to be there. So these are not places 
where we can really be who we are, expressing ourselves affec- 
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zine called Boys and Toys 


and sometimes the employees treat you which has some good things, 
very badly. As they put it, they re only 


allowing’ us to be there.” 


but it's mostly directed to 
wealthy people. The price is 
25 pesos, which is like 2 days 
of salary for a middle class 
person — elitist to say the 
least. There is another paper 
that just came out, which costs less, but it hasn't been too suc- 
cessful. I guess like everywhere else, even alternative cultures 
respond first to the rich. 


KB: There's no gay bookstore either? 
VV: There are some bookstores where you can find gay materi- — 
al, but a specialized bookstore doesn't exist. There are some 


stores that sell some sexual toys and clothes, and there is one 
that sells a few magazines and books, but it's a very small place. 
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young guys,to attract gay men. Then if the police catch you, you 
will be accused of child molesting. Especially if you have a car, 
they will stop you and get money from you. I think basically 
these are the oppressive things. 


KB: What is the AIDS situation in Mexico? 


VV: There are about 30,000 cases in this country, with most of 
them in the gay or bisexual male population. Many here see 
AIDS as just a homosexual problem, and that's the govern- 
ment’s attitude as well. The gay community is the most affect- 
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AK: Can you tell us a little bit about your group, what it does, what 
you want to achieve? 


VV: We define ourselves as a very open group, with no rules or 
preconceptions about what you want to do with your own sex- 
uality. We basically provide a space where people can explore 
their own feelings, find their own answers, and decide whatev- 
er they want to decide. We stress the fundamental need for self 
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uring a-visit to Mexico last summer, J 
activists about queer issues in the cor 
discovered a small flyer with a list of 
It was a strange list. With one exception, no 
numbers, simply anonymous postal boxes. V 
viewed here in July of 1995, was that one ex 
director of the Centro de Capacitacion } 
Humanista (CeCASH), a group of educators ay 
Mexico City.. 
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Mexican cities? 


VV: Well, things here in Mexico are definit 
in the USA. For one thing, there are no 
and only a few areas with a noticeable gay p1 
live in many different areas. Maybe in Mexic 
one zone more concentrated 

gay “zone” such as the Juarez 
neighborhood or the Zona tpl. 
Rosa. Such zones are more Righ 
meeting places and few gay . 
people actually live there. I “e ex} 
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Mexico City. There are C@72 ft é% 
attempts to build such a com- 

munity, but only attempts. and st 
Some gay events, however, | 

have been happening for years, very 
like the gay pride parade in 
Mexico-celebrating its 16th 

anniversary on June 24. Then 

some mew groups, like 


"Palomilla Gay" have been formed, by young people. An older 
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bisexuality. Editor Beth A. Firestein gathers 
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activists, educators, theorists, and clinicians to 
offer insight into this understudied sexual 
orientation. Written in a scholarly but acces- 
sible style, this noteworthy collection of essays 
provides a focused, comprehensive introduc- 
tion to research, theory, and practical clinical 
knowledge about bisexuality. The contributors 
agree that, given recognition and validity, the 
study of bisexuality can extend what we know 
about sexual orientation and sexual identity as 
well as shed light on previously unexplored 
aspects of sexuality. This insightful volume 
explicates the emergence of bisexuality as a 
phenomenon requiring a paradigm shift in 
sexual-orientation studies and discusses the 
implications of this shift. 
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pening, a conference, a play, or some other cultural activity, 
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‘fected by AIDS we do not get the 
jucational information, human or 
xcial services we need. Information on 
IDS is nowhere to be found. It seems 
n't know what the surveys and studies 
10re sexually risky behavior in the gay 
mong adolescents. There is even less 


them. 


ert 








n't want to bother educating people any- 


"This excellent book educates the reader about how individuals’ sexual onentation 


may affect both how well they are accepted by their coworkers, and how they react 
to coworkers. it is useful in courses or training programs on diversity 
this particular topic. it also may be used by individuals outside of courses who simply 
want to learn more about sexual orientation as a workplace issue and about them- 

selves. Amy J. Zuckerman and George F. Simons’s book is definitely the best book on 


the topic.“ 


Gary N. Powell, University of Connecticut 


1996 (January) / 96 pages (8.5 X 11 format) / $17.95 (p) (01191) 


oe 7 


young guys,to attract gay men. Then if the police catch you, you 

" will be accused of child molesting. Especially if you have a car, 
they will stop you and get money from you. I think basically 
these are the oppressive things. 


KB: What is the AIDS situation in Mexico? 


VV: There are about 30,000 cases in this country, with most of 
them in the gay or bisexual male population. Many here see 
AIDS as just a homosexual problem, and that's the govern- 
ment’s attitude as well. The gay community is the most affect- 
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government's AIDS organization has 
)A, has established some regulations, 
legal aspects. But many government 
following CONASIDA regulations 
and navy, for example, are under the 
DA, and the regulations says that the 
tary and confidential., Yet the military 
y. At the same time, CONASIDA has 
ny auuucy: ace sv vau usat if you need some printing jobs done 
by that agency, you have to bring your own paper! The only 
thing that CONSIDA gives out free right now are condoms. 


AK: Can you tell us a little bit about your group, what it does, what 
you want to achieve? 


VV: We define ourselves as a very open group, with no rules or 
preconceptions about what you want to do with your own sex- 
uality. We basically provide a space where people can explore 
their own feelings, find their own answers, and decide whatev- 
er they want to decide. We stress the fundamental need for self 
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have been happening for years, 
like the gay pride parade in 
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some new groups, like 
"Palomilla Gay" have been formed, by young people. An older 
group called “Guerrilla Gay" which has been in existence for 
almost ten years. Every week Guerrilla Gay has something hap- 
pening, a conference, a play, or some other cultural activity, 
usually in gay bars. Right at the moment there seems to be an 
explosion of gay places, only because gays are good business. 
Truthfully, you can't even kiss your lover in these places, and 
sometimes the employees treat you very badly. As they put it, 
they're only “allowing” us to be there. So these are not places 
where we can really be who we are, expressing ourselves aftec- 
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that just came out, which costs less, but it hasn’t been too suc- 
cessful. I guess like everywhere else, even alternative cultures 


respond first to the rich. 


KB: There's no gay bookstore either? 


VV: There are some bookstores where you can find gay materi- 
al, but a specialized bookstore doesn't exist. There are some 
stores that sell some sexual toys and clothes, and there is one 
that sells a few magazines and books, but it's a very small place. 


KB: How many people would you 
say participated in the last gay 


pride parade? 


VV: I can’t give you numbers, 
but I know it had one of the 
biggest crowds in its history. | 
Last year was like starting all 
over, because for a long time, 


the parade was very small. 


KB: Are we talking hundreds 
here, thousands? 


VV: No, no! When I say a big 
parade, I’m talking about 500 § 
people, no more. 


KB: And that's big? 


VV: Yes, that's a big parade, 
though obviously that's no one | 
at all in a city which must have 
at least one million gay people 


living in it. 
KB: Can you give us some exam- 


ples of oppression that gay people 


experience in Mexico? 


VV: I think one of the biggest 
sources of oppression is the 
media. The media continues to use a lot of offensive terms and 
stories, like "Mujercitos that Kill Each Other,” etc. TV and the 
movies still portray gay men as effeminate males who are so 
ridiculous you have to laugh at them. That's still the prevailing 
image. Furthermore, gays have no access to the Media, but this 
is the responsibility of gay people, because we are the ones that 
have to open it up. Police extortion from gays is one of the 
biggest problems, although that seems to be getting less. 
Prisoners don't have the right to receive conjugal visitors if 


they're gay. 
KB: What is the extortion scene like? 


VV: Well, if you are out at night on a street like Reforma, a well 
known cruising street, the police might come by and demand 
money from you. Or they might use "police hookers," under age 
young guys,to attract gay men. Then if the police catch you, you 
will be accused of child molesting. Especially if you have a car, 
they will stop you and get money from you. I think basically 
these are the oppressive things. 


KB: What ts the AIDS situation in Mexico? 


VV: There are about 30,000 cases in this country, with most of 
them in the gay or bisexual male population. Many here see 
AIDS as just a homosexual problem, and that's the govern- 
ment’s attitude as well. The gay community is the most affect- 
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ed, and many people have been dying, 
| among them a number of gay activists. 
The prevailing stereotype is that AIDS 
equals homosexuality, and a lot of dis- 
crimination exists around this bias. 
People are fired from their jobs, and 
some government offices are making 
| people take the HIV test. Both the army 
| and navy are using the test and are firing 
everyone who tests positive. Many 
women are infected with AIDS because 
| of the absence of information. This has 
brought up the bisexual issue and a cam- 
paign against such persons. Gays were 
Seem the first subgroup to have been the 

me source of the disease and the dominant 
feeling is that bisexuals became the 
| “bridge of infection.” The reality is that 
in this society bisexuality is very com- 
mon and no one will acknowledge that 
fact. When people condemn or blame 
bisexuals for the transmission of AIDS, 
they refuse to see this reality, and so the 
same thing happens as with homosexu- 
als — prejudice. Despite all this and the 
fact that gay men are the group most 
affected by AIDS we do not get the 
educational information, human or 
social services we need. Information on 
: AIDS is nowhere to be found. It seems 
to have evaporated. I don't know what the surveys and studies 
say, but there is much more sexually risky behavior in the gay 
community, especially among adolescents. There is even less 
information available to them. 


KB: The government doesn't want to bother educating people any- 
more’ 


VV: CONASIDA, the government's AIDS organization has 
little power. CONASIDA, has established some regulations, 
and this helps in some legal aspects. But many government 
agencies that should be following CONASIDA regulations 
simply don't. The army and navy, for example, are under the 
jurisdiction of CONASIDA, and the regulations says that the 
HIV test should be voluntary and confidential., Yet the military 
services make it obligatory. At the same time, CONASIDA has 
no money. It's so bad that if you need some printing jobs done 
by that agency, you have to bring your own paper! The only 
thing that CONSIDA gives out free right now are condoms. 


AK: Gan you tell us a little bit about your group, what tt does, what 
you want to achieve? 


VV: We define ourselves as a very open group, with no rules or 
preconceptions about what you want to do with your own sex- 
uality. We basically provide a space where people can explore 
their own feelings, find their own answers, and decide whatev- 
er they want to decide. We stress the fundamental need for self 
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knowledge, self-respect, and freedom to make decisions. Our 
hope is that once a person has made a decision they can help 
others do the same. Our main objective is to provide people 
with a space for the free expression of their sexuality. We work 
with adolescents, the gay community and women. 


KB: What kind of services do you provide? 


VV: Basically we do psychotherapy and educational workshops 
that have to do with sexual orientation. Such work helps people 
get in touch with their feelings and everything else they need to 
make decisions. 


KB: Before this interview you mentioned that you are working on a 
special project. What 1s that? 


VV: I am involved in a special project for young gays, because 
there are no services available in Mexico for gay adolescents. 
But as “activists”, we can be 
accused of child molesting. 
If a parent thinks we are 
giving information to their 
child direct ing them 
toward becoming a homo- 


We try not to direct peoples’ choices towards 
any specific sexual orientation. In our space, 


We can alongside of and with them discover and acknowledge 
what they feel and are in the present and how to take responsibil- 
ity for that. If they discover and acknowledge that they are homo- 
sexual, then it is their own responsibility to live according to that 
sexuality or they can continue to deny it. We don’t make them 
make a new decision. Our program’s guidelines state that we offer 
a space for people to make free choices. 


In our country, first religion and then medicine told people 
what to do with their sexuality — the only appropriate way to 
exercise it is for reproduction. After the impact of the sexual 
revolution of the 60s, many people began to look for something 
more or a new direction for their thinking. Many became con- 
cerned about the number of orgasms they had on a weekly basis. 
Others began to think that, well, I’m not gay, but it’s important 
to try sex with a guy. Others who felt they were definitely gay, 
began to think that they have to try sex with a girl — just to 
check it out, In earlier 
days, an adolescents 
felt some pressure to 
be a virgin. Now there 
seems to be ‘none. 


And once again we've 


sexual, such direction can POmosexuality, bisexuality and heterosexuality all been told what to 


be legally interpreted as 
child molestation. On the 


all have the same weight and are given the 


do for ourselves from 
the outside. Our phi- 
losophy is that 


positive side, however, we same respect. If a young person comes here, tS nobody has the right 


don't know any cases 
where this has happened 
because of educational 
activity. But the police 
have stopped gay activists who have adolescents in their car and 
accused them of molestation. This is a serious problem and the 
reason why few people want to work in this area. 


We continue, however, to provide adolescents with the space 
and time where they have the freedom to ask, to explore these 
sexual and human issues for themselves, and to make their own 
decisions. We try not to direct peoples’ choices towards any 
specific sexual orientation. In our space, homosexuality, bisexu- 
ality and heterosexuality all have the same weight and are given 
the same respect. If a young person comes here, it's to find his 
or her own answers. We acknowledge that the answers they 
arrive at here are, perhaps, only temporary answers — for their 
present life. Youth may later change their views and behaviors. 
But we encourage the adolescents who come here to acknowl- 
edge their actual sexual needs and behaviors and take responsi- 
bility for both. This is our approach and philosophy. 


KB: You also mentioned earlier that there are adolescents who come 
here with the premise that they don't want to be homosexuals, and 
they come seeking your help for that. 


VV: Yes, but what we do is simply give them the space and help 
them in their search. They must make their own decision. We 
always tell them that we cannot decide what they will become as 
a person in some future date, that is something no one can decide. 
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to find his or her own answers. 


to make a decision 
about your body and 
your personal life 
except you. We have 
to live with our own boundaries. It's okay for you to have one 
orgasm per year, or whatever. And if the most functional thing 
for you is to have one-night stands every night, that's okay too. 
But you have to make your decision and take responsibility for 
what you are doing. This is our premise. 


We also do couples’ counseling, initiated mostly by with 
women. In couples counseling there is a lot of discussion about 
the “democratization” of interpersonal relationships. If we 
examine the traditional heterosexual couple we see an asym- 
metric balance of power . The man always makes decisions and 
the woman always obeys. But this also happens with homosex- 
ual couples, where one person is in control and the other is 
under that control. 


We believe a relationship has to be in equilibrium or is a bal- 
ancing. Each person in the relationship should express what 
they want. This is what we mean by the democratization of a 
couple relationship. “You tell me what you want, and I will 
decide if I want to give it to you,” and vice versa. If we don't do 
this, there is no democracy in a couples relationship. All sorts of 
problems can arise with this process —- manipulation, revenge 
— but only by opening up to it will the relationship become 
democratic. Here we are following the Englishman Jeffrey 
Weeks. 
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We also draw on the work of Mary Ladi Londono, Mary is a 
Colombian sexologist who has done a lot of work coordinating 
the international agencies around their sex education materials. 


KB; How many members are in your group? 


VV: Right now there are seven associates, but 12 people will be 
participating in the staff retreat. It's important to us to bring in 
people who aren't members yet, because it's always good to hear 
fresh opinions from the outside, other points of view. In that 
way we can hopefully won’t get stuck in our own views, but have 
the opportunity to open ourselves to different ideas. 


KB: How many women and how many men? 


VV: Of the associates, three are women and four are men. 
Three of us are gay and the others are heterosexuals, because we 
are also interested in heterosexual points of view. 


KB; How many years this group has been in existence? 


VV: Well, the group like it is, has been in existence for a year, 
but the members have a minimum of four years of experience in 
the sexuality area, and as much as 20 years as experience, espe- 
cially with adolescents. We are in a growing process that we 
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want to move forward slowly. Right now we are focusing on an 
internal staff educational retreat in where we hope to arrive at a 
consensus about our group’s focus. From there we hope to 
branch out into largely educational programs. 


KB: Well, that's all the questions I have. Is there anything else that 
you want to add? 


VV: I want to say a few things to the gay community in USA. 
Don't forget your own minorities, gay Latinos, gay African 
Americans, etc. It is very important because these are still the 
people with lots of problems. Also, help those of us who don't 
have much money. Don't work only with people who have 
money. Give us a hand here in Latin America by producing 
materials in Spanish — [laughs] — good Spanish when you 
offer translations. Send those materials to us and we will dis- 
tribute it. We are in desperate need here for such materials. 


Victor can be reached by writing him at Torre Chamizal 501, 
Tlatelolco 06300, Districto Federal, Mexico. To send checks or money 


orders to support the outreach program for queer youth, make any 
amounts payable to CeCASH AC and mail them to the same address. 
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Daseriensing the Dark Passion and Mystery of G Gothic Androgyny 


by Linda Howard 


mysterious fog clouds your sight 


A as you step up to the darkened 
a , doorway of the club. Cloaked in 
anonymity, you enter. Gaunt, shadowy fig- 


ures watch as you pass; bere and there a 
sunrl of light reveals pale faces, unnaturally 
pale, deathly pale. Intricate facial designs 
and black lipstick complete their foretgnness. 
Occasionally you see a smile, or perhaps just 
a threat of bared teeth and the glint of fangs 
behind blood-red lips. 


You move further in. The hypnotic rumble of 
the bass gives way to a low, sensuous voice 
that sings of sex and death, of loneliness and 
desolation. Here bodies press against each 
other or whirl alone, isolated, through the 
smoke, hips slowly gyrating to the beat, arms 
waving languorously through the air in a 
haunting choreography or pressing together 
like a plea for salvation. You sense that even 
those who dance together are alone here. 





Their clothing ts a curious mix of 
Victoriana, high fashion and vamp, any- 
thing from floor-length cocktail dresses to 
corsets, skin-tight miniskirts and slashed t- 
shirts. The fabrics are the textures of sensu- 
ality: crushed velvet, silk. Leather, sptkes 
and chains. Spiderwebbed lace revealing 
temptations of skin underneath. Ruffles and 
ribbons and rubber. The colors are the hall- 
marks of decadent empires, ranging from 
deep purples and greens to dark, rich, fluid 
red. And of course, the requisite black. 


It is a alien land full of soctetally forbidden 
frutts. Alcohol in all tts many varieties 
abounds, not just beer so much as mixed 
drinks and hard liquor. Many of the patrons 
are smoking cigarettes, especially the even- 
more-harmful clove cigarettes. Occasionally 
you can catch a whiff of marijuana mingled 
in with the other scents of the club. There are 
no rudes, no limits on sexuality bere. By the 
bar, two men kiss passionately; on the dance 
floor, a woman writhes sandwiched between 
another woman and a man. Many of the 
patrons could be either maie or female; net- 
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ther their elaborate hair styles and colors nor 
their exotic clothes give away their secrets. 
Androgynous and yet still utterly sexual, 
they glide through the darkness, their bodies 
melting in and out of the shadows that they 


seem to know so intimately. 
You realize that you are the alien here 
Then, slowly, reality sets in. 


Didn't you see this all in the beginning of 
The Hunger? 


Those grandiose gowns — you've seen 
many of them before at Goodwill. The 
pale faces are meticulously painted on 
and upkept all night from little coffin- 
shaped lunchboxes full of makeup. The 
lamia in the corner slips off her fangs to 
adjust them and becomes once again a 
telemarketer on her night off. The beau- 
tiful s/he in the slinky negligee turns 
sideways, revealing an Adam's apple, 
thereby satisfying your curiosity. The 
gauntness, you find later, sometimes 
comes from regular crystal meth habits, 
and the strange swaying dance steps are 
sometimes a sign that the dancer is dosed 
on LSD. Meanwhile, the machine- 
induced fog’s chalky thickness is coating 
your tongue and nose, and threatening to 
make you sneeze with its acrid smell. 


The room returns once more to the land 
of the familiar. The fog dissipates, leav- 
ing you sorely in need of a drink to wash 
away the taste. Welcome to another 
night at your local goth-industrial club. 


What is Gothic? 


You can have my isolation 
You can have the hate that it brings 
You can have my absence of faith 
You can have my everything.... 
My whole existence 1s flawed 
You bring me closer to God. 

- Nine Inch Nails, Closer 


odern goth first emerged 
} as a subculture in the early 
“ fa 80s, a strange bastard 
child of the glam, punk, and new roman- 





* tic movements. From these fashion and 


cultural scenes came many of goth's sig- 
nature features: outlandish hair colors, 
slashed t-shirts and spiked leather jack- 
ets, billowy poet shirts and formal wear. 
And in the ’70s, David Bowie and Marc 
Bolan first brought goth’s other signify- 
ing feature, the androgynous bisexuality, 
into prominence. As the anger and frus- 
tration of the punk movement turned 
inward into alienation and isolation, the 
lush sensuality of the new romantic 
movement warped into a fascination 
with the sensuality and mystery of death. 
Gothic was born. 


Or rather, re-born. The subculture’s pre- 
occupation with the darker aspects of life 
goes much further back, to the 18th and 
19th centuries and especially to poets 
Lord Byron and Percy Bysshe Shelley 
and their contemporaries. The trail also 
leads back to the debaucheries and cyni- 
cism of Oscar Wilde and the lush horror 
of Edgar Allen Poe. The idea of taking 
drugs to appear more gaunt and fashion- 
able, is also nothing new. Back when 
consumptive heroines were all the rage in 
fiction, stylish women would take small 
quantities of arsenic to get that proper 


shade of pallor. 


Since then, the U.S. goth community has 
merged with punks, some skins, and just 
about anyone else wearing black, spikes, 
sunglasses, and an attitude into an entire 
subculture that laughingly and proudly 
calls itself “freaks.” It is primarily a youth 
culture; the majority of its members are 
under 30 and are mainly caucasian. 


It's easy to tell a goth from appearances 
alone: look for the black clothing, black 
makeup, black nail polish, black hair 
dye... you get the idea. Large ankhs, 
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ornate crosses, and any variety of skele- ) 


tal designs are popular jewelry, and jew- 
elry in general is popular with goths. 
Hairstyles tend to be tall and extreme, 
requiring enough hairspray and styling 
gel to keep Aquanet in business for 
decades to come — these are the “foo- 
foo” haircuts that so discombobulated 
Mojo Nixon that he had to write a 
song about them. Finally, there are 
the tattoos and piercings of all vari- 
eties and complexities: nose rings, 
septum piercings, ritual scarring, nip- 
ple rings ... anything that sets goths 
apart from the mainstream and, more 
important, expresses who they are and 


what they believe. 


Goth style does contribute to a strange 
uniformity at first glance, as any tribal 
markings do, but there is a surprisingly 
large amount of room for individuality. 
For example, many customize their 
leather jackets with intricate paintings, 
sayings, band names, buttons, spikes and 
anything else that reflects their personali- 
ties and beliefs. 


The Romance of the Dark 


Oh I miss the kiss of treachery 
The shameless kiss of vanity 
The soft and the black and the velvety 
Up tight against the side of me 
. =The Cure, Disintegration 


. ecording to Seattle goth and 
i fashion design graduate 
4 & Marius Hamilton, black is the 
pares signature color because of a hunger 
for mystery, darkness, and magic. “It is 
the color of the romantic anti-hero or the 
mysterious stranger, the color of the tor- 
tured hero such as Batman or the Crow,” 
he says. “It is also the color of the dashing 


figure with a secret identity.” 






Vampires, of course, fit into all of the 
above categories, he notes, and it is no 
surprise that the supernatural anti-hero 
has been a standby of the modern gothic 
movement since it began, especially as a 
romantic and sexual outlaw. From 
Dracula to Lestat, the vampire is a figure 
of sexual adventure and freedom from 
societally imposed moral restraints. 
Originally, this sexuality was primarily 
heterosexual or occasionally lesbian, but 
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recent 


iad Vs 


years, through films 

like The Hunger (which, 

not coincidentally, starred David Bowie) 
and the works of authors such as Anne 
Rice.and Poppy Z. Brite, the focus has 
shifted to a more bisexual identity. 


For all of these reasons, the vampire aes- 
thetic has been very noticeable in goth 
culture, and has grown even more so in 
the "90s. So far this decade has seen the 
emergence of publications such as Bue 
Blood, a freak-owned magazine about 
dark sexuality and vampirism, and 
Vampire: The Masquerade, a horror role- 
playing game set in the “Gothic-Punk’ 
universe. Many in the goth scene sport 
fangs, and it is still common to find a 
fang-maker on the premises of gothic 
clubs like Orpheus in Baltimore or the 
now-defunct House of Usher in San 
Francisco. Some goths go even further, 


| sporting permanent caps on their teeth 


or engaging in blood drinking. 
The Realm of the Senses 


And the devil in the black dress watches over 
My guardian angel walks away 

Life ts short 

And love is always over in the morning 
Black wind come carry me far away 

- Sisters of Mercy, Temple of Love 


nlike describing the gothic 
wardrobe, defining the gothic 
mindset is difficult. Despite 
their attraction to death, goths are dedi- 
cated to experiencing life passionately, 
tasting every sensation to the fullest and 
exploring the realm of the senses —taste, 
touch, smell, sight, sound — to excess. 
With a nihilistic future ahead, why not 
enjoy every moment you have left? 





Love, and especially the agony of doomed 
love, should be carried out with as much 
melodrama as possible. After all, if you 
are going to suffer, you should do it in 
style. Magpie, a San Francisco part-time 
goth, recalls mourning his breakup with 
his first boyfriend by lighting candles all 
over his room, turning off the lights, and 
staying in his room all weekend listening 
to dark, depressing music: a proper goth- 
ic wake. His housemate, Kagan 
MacTane, acted similarly after he and his 
girlfriend broke up, fasting for three days 
and then shutting himself in his room 
with a host of candles and the proper 
music for atmosphere, and two bottles of 
alcohol to keep him company. 


Hamilton defines gothics as “hopeless 
and twisted romantics, attracted to the 
dark mystery and beauty of death and the 
supernatural because it is everything that 
the bleak and mundane world is not.” 
According to Hamilton, who considers 
himself not so much a goth as a “roman- 
tic with very morbid tendencies,” the 
legacy of the Byron and Shelley has also 
endowed the modern goth movement 
with a darkly passionate, melodramatic 
credo: an outlaw mentality that encour- 
ages the exploration and deconstruction 
of societally set boundaries. 


Virginia resident Casey Byrd defines the 
“gothic aesthetic” more simply: “Let's lis- 
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ten to Joy Division and fuck.” Joy 
Division, she explains, was a band so 
gothic its leader killed himself. 


Some goths insist that the mindset can’t 
be separated from the trappings. The 
Gothic Black Book author Mick Mercer 
observes. “The imagery, totally dramatic, 
has to be there... It is a facade, true, but a 
glorious one.” 


The Realm of the Flesh 


That's all there is 
Nothing more than you can touch now, 
That's all there ts... 

- Depeche Mode, World in My Eyes 





his is all well and good, but 
what exactly does all this have 
,to do with bisexuality? 
Avtially quite a lot. Byron, Shelley and 
Mary Wollstonecraft practiced free love, 
and Wilde's predilections are no secret. 
Many decades later, Bowie, Bolan and 
the other glam rockers set off a new wave 
of controversy with similar bisexual 
escapades, Until that point, fashion and 
subculture had headed toward a hetero- 
sexual unisexuality — the trademark hip- 
pie garb could be worn by either gender, 
but it wasn't particularly sexual. In fact, 
the large, baggy shirts and pants general- 
ly camouflaged any hint of sexuality. 


Glam rock ushered in skin-tight clothing 
that showed off every curve and left noth- 





ing to the imagination. With extensive 
make-up, unisex hairstyles and bizarrely 
designed shoes, the boys literally became 
indistinguishable from the girls, but this 
time in an utterly sexual fashion. David 
Bowie was the perfect picture of this 
androgynous bisexual, and off-stage he 
did everything he could to heighten that 
reputation. In the seventies Bowie was 
militantly bi, highly publicizing his choic- 
es of sleeping partners and writing music 
with lyrics like John, I'm only dancing — 
she turns me on, but I'm only dancing. 
Bowie also penned Jean Genie, about 
Sartre’s protege Jean Genet, whose plays 
revolyed around non-mainstream sexuali- 
ty and gender fluidity. 


For glams, it wasn’t just a matter of 
exploring sexuality privately. Just as it was 
for Byron many years before, “alternative” 
sexuality was a way to give the finger to 
societal norms. Bisexuality made them 
outlaws, rebels, black sheep — and they 
loved it. 


Glam rock passed on this spirit of pio- 
neering rebellion through the movements 
that followed, and it is distinctly still part 
of the goth scene today. Most of goth’s 
trappings are distinctly separate from the 
rest of society — the clothing, the atti- 
tude, the behaviors. Personal experimen- 
tation and growth is respected in goth 
circles, whether it is with drugs, sexuality 
or transvestism. The tribe is relatively free 
from interference by mainstream society, 
for its values creates a Catch-22: If the 
mainstream condemns it, the “outlaw” 





factor goes up, making such behaviors 
even more attractive. If the mainstream 
ignores it, the freaks will simply feel a bit 
safer with their explorations. If the main- 
stream embraces it, the freaks will know 
they've won. 


From a bisexual standpoint, the gothic/ 
freak subculture is practically unique. 
Here, bi-eroticism and gender fluidity are 
the norm, both openly accepted and 
openly practiced, It is an ideal atmosphere 


- for exploring sexuality, for the only visible 


standard of sexual behavior is open- 
mindedness. When the Washington, 
D.C. freak scene participated in the 1993 
March for Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual 
Rights, they did so under a large black- 
and-purple banner that read, “People are 
People So Why Should It Be?” Several 
sported t-shirts with the legend, “There’s 
nothing wrong with homophobia that a 
good fist up the ass won't fix” and even 
the straight people who marched pro- 
fessed to being potentially bisexual — 
“Tm sure my lips will probably touch dick 
before I die” was the way one male freak 
succinctly put it. 


Every subculture has its downside, how- 
ever, and the freak scene is no exception. 
Just as the goth aesthetic embraces sexual 
fluidity, it has a tendency to criticize 
those who don’t experiment. Some goths 
report feeling pressure not to be hetero- 
sexual, and the existence of terms such as 
“fashion bi” — someone who claims to be 
bi but has only had monosexual encoun- 
ters — illustrates a second pressure, the 
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O remember 
| In your narrowing dark hours 
& That more things move 
Than blood in the heart. 


- Louise Bogan, Night 


Bo getting involved, find out 
what the scene is all about. You 
don’t have to be a goth to be part of the | 
scene, but pretending to be one will cer- 
tainly get you ignored for being a poser. 


Music: Bauhaus, Sisters gf Mercy, the | 


& Cure, Nine Inch Nails, Skinny Puppy, 
| the Swans, the Cranes, Joy Division, the 
| Smiths, Siouxsie & the Banshees 


| Books: The works of Lord Byron and L 


Percy Bysshe Shelley, Anne Rice's 
Interview with the Vampire and The 
Vampire Lestat (don't bother with the 


rest, they’re not that good), Poppy Z. 


Brite’s Lost Souls and Drawing Blood, 


James O’Barr’s graphic novel The Crow, | 


all of Edgar Allen Poe’s works 

. Magazines: Propaganda, Permission 
| Movies: The Hunger, Gothic 
Internet: alt.gothic, alt.vampyres 
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pressure to prove that you are bisexual. 
This pressure, combined with the gothic 
aesthetic can lead to unsafe sex and other 
unhealthy behaviors. “Goths are nihilistic 
and sometimes self-destruct on drugs or 
commit suicide because they see it as 
romantic,’ Hamilton observes. 


Joining the Tribe 


Where the crowds pull apart 
And the moon changes faces 
In the qutet secret places 
Are you there? Are you there? 


- Concrete Blonde, Darkening of | a - 


the Light 


etting involved in the goth scene 
isn't difficult if you live in a rela- 
tively large city like D.C., 
Cleveland or San Francisco. Other cities, 
like Seattle and Cincinnati, have smaller 
but nonetheless present populations. 
Much of the midwest has no scene at all, 
and in some cities like New Orleans, the 
scene has a much stronger gay male slant. 


Generally, you can find a goth club sim- 
ply by checking the local listings and 
looking for clubs advertising gothic or 
industrial nights, often with names 
involving death, mystery or mental insta- 
bility — San Francisco, for example, reg- 
ularly houses both Death Guild and 
Bedlam, plus any number of smaller 
“nights” that come and go regularly at 
local clubs. 


Some scenes, like the one in Washington, 
D.C., extend past the clubs into a distinct 
community. The freaks there are very 
concentrated and unified, a bastion of 
rebellion against the overwhelming 
“straightness” of the city, to the point of 
organized Freak Days at places like the 
National Zoo and the King’s Dominion 
amusement park. The days give the freaks 
a chance to gather together for fun and to 
“scare the mundanes.” There is some- 
thing undeniably fun about being one of 
more than 200 freaks gathered at the 
bumper car ride chanting “Kill! Kall! Kill!” 
Not to mention the pleasure of being able 
to walk hand-in-hand with whomever 
you please with enough safety in numbers 
that there is no fear of being harassed or 
bashed.) 





However, scenes vary from city to city. In 
D.C., a city with a high violence rate, the 
subculture has a correspondingly higher 
number of punks and leatherkids. Not 
surprisingly, in San Francisco’s scene the 
less violent goths distinctly outnumber 
the spikes-and-leather crowd, and the 
scene overall is relaxed and spread out 
through many, many clubs that come and 
go. Too, because San Francisco is so 
much more relaxed and diverse than 
D.C., a freak day would be much harder 
to organize. After all, in a city that fea- 
tures rollerskating drag nuns, spikes and 
leather look positively normal. 


ave no fear that goth will disap- 

pear anytime soon. Since its 

birth in the late 18th century, 
gothic has mutated and reinvented itself. 
In its fascination with Death, it reminds 
us that we are alive. In its celebration of 
the senses, it urges us to be sensual, to feel 
and experience all that we can. In one 
form or another, it will always be there, 
society's outlaw darker side. Calling to us. 


Waiting. 


SE eee eee 


Linda Howard considers herself a freak rather 
a goth or a punk, and contends that the best 
advantage of having an all-black wardrobe ts 
never having to worry whether your clothes 
will match. 
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By Dee McKellar 









ne of the hottest topics in the world of gay and lesbian activism today is the legaliza- 


y ‘tion of marriage between people of the same sex. Hawaii seems on the verge of doing 
eo gm and other states are scrambling to ensure that same-sex marriages performed in 


Hawaii (or elsewhere) will not be recognized. Never mind that the U.S. Constitution requires 
that marriages performed in one state be recognized throughout the nation; many are con- 
vinced that the “degradation and filth” spawned in Hawaii must not be allowed to spread. 


It’s important to distinguish between civil and religious mar- 
riages. The civil marriage confers legal rights and responsibil- 
ities upon the parties, and is controlled by the state. People 
wishing to get married apply for a license, and if it is granted, 
the actual marriage may be performed by either a judge or a 
cleric. A marriage performed as a religious ceremony has no 
legal force unless there is a valid license. 


The current fuss stems from the codification in every state of 
the Judeo-Christian belief that marriage is between a man and 
a woman. The laws gov- 
erning marriage usually 
provide specifically that a 
man and a woman may 
apply for a marriage 
license, and that neither 
may be married at the time 
of the — application. 


Adherents of other reli- 
gions, that may allow 
polygamy or polyandry, or that may recognize same-sex rela- 
tionships 


are not granted legal sanction of those practices. 


ud fi py civil marriage is a contract, essentially providing 





tz that the partners become a single legal entity, sim- 

“fl ilar to a corporation. The legal benefits are many, 
iach as sharing of acquired property; access to spousal bene- 
fits, i.c., insurance coverage; and sharing of major decisions 
including the right to decide on medical treatment for an 
incapacitated spouse. The contract is permanent (“as long as 
we both may live”), and may be dissolved only by the partners 
themselves (“What God hath joined, let no man put asunder”). 
For two people who want to truly share their lives, a marriage 
contract is a powerful way of expressing their wishes. This 
contract is denied to same-sex couples because the religious 
beliefs of this country’s forebears did not allow it. 
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Same-sex marriages are an accomplished 
fact. They are absolutely legal, and have 
withstood challenges tn the courts. 


But same-sex marriages are an accomplished fact. They are 
absolutely legal, and have withstood challenges in the courts. 
How many? No numbers are available, and there are no meth- 
ods available to obtain even a rough count. Where and how 
can this happen? Ask the transgender community! 


The simplest form of legal same-sex marriage occurs when a 
couple is already legally married, and one of the partners 
changes sex. For example, suppose Jim and Sally get married. 
They live together, have children, and enjoy each other’s 
company very much. So 
far, it’s a storybook situa- 
tion. Then Jim comes to 
grips with some long- 
standing emotional con- 
flicts, and decides he'll be 
happier as Jill. He starts 


living and working as Jill, 
undergoes hormone- 


replacement therapy, and 
gets a court order changing his name and legal gender. 
Legally, Jill is now female, and Jill remains married to Sally, 
who has always been female. 


Jill and Sally will remain legally married as long as they want. 
Nobody else, not family, not neighbors, not the government, 
has legal standing to require that their marriage be dissolved. 
Furthermore, under the “full faith and credit” clause of the 
United States Constitution (Article IV, Section 1), every 
other state is required to recognize the validity of their mar- 
riage, just as when Jill was still Jim. Is this a same-sex mar- 
riage? As long as Jill retains Jim’s male genitalia, there might 
be some quibbling over terminology, but to all outward 
appearances, this is indeed a marriage between two women. If 
Jill elects to have surgery to reconstruct her genitals into 
female form, all ambiguity is resolved as to its being a same- 
sex marriage. 
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Having trouble with this? Can't see why the marriage isn't  inally, let’s look at a quirk in the law, In Texas, an 
automatically dissolved when Jim becomes Jill? Let's venture 
into more exotic ground. Suppose that after Jill has complet- 
ed her transformation, Sally decides 


to become Jack. 


F*. applicant for a marriage license must provide one 
piece of photo ID “issued by the State of Texas, 
_another State, or the 
United States.” Also in 
Texas, a pre-surgical 
transsexual can get a court- 
ordered change of name and gender. The 
U.S. Passport Office will honor the 
name change, but will not recognize a 
gender change without proof of 
surgery. Now let’s consider Julie, who 
has not yet had genital surgery. Her 
Texas driver's license says she’s female, 
but her passport says she’s male. Julie 
can marry anybody! To marry a 
man, she shows her driver's 
license as ID. To marry a 
woman, she shows her pass- 
port. If you believe in bipo- 
. lar gender, one of these 
| marriages has to be same- 
| Sex. 


Yes, it happens. The author 
has direct personal knowledge of two such 
instances. After Jack’s transition, we once 
again have a conventional marriage. Jill and 

Jack are married, just as Jim and Sally were. \ 
If that's true, how is it possible to claim that 

Jill and Sally were not married? You don't 
turn a marriage off and on like a light 
bulb. A marriage endures as long 
as the partners want it to, and 
can be dissolved only by specif- 
ic legal action (divorce), which 
can be initiated only by the : 
partners themselves. tether e SaMee frites 


r-here is another form of 






Ae " 
a, A, 
A] Pn # 


* marriage which might 
: Granted, none of these sit- 
| AOA Ten) J 


— be called same-sex, 
although it is a question of ter- , NNN) NIMS li my uations apply directly to 
| , two lesbians or two gay 


minology. That is when one of 
the people getting married is a males who wish to marry. 
And a change of gender is far 


pre-surgical transsexual. For oA 
too arduous to be done as a 


example, suppose Mary : 
becomes Tom. Hormone thera- subterfuge. But the legal issues 
raised by transgender marriages 


py gives her a deep voice and a 

beard, and she undergoes a should provide a legal springboard 
hysterectomy and a double mastec- for larger concerns. 
tomy. She goes to court to 
become Tom, a male. Tom elects to 
wait indefinitely for phalloplasty, 
because that surgery is risky, | 
extremely expensive, and not 
particularly effective. 








Transgendered people took the 
lead at Stonewall, and they're tak- 
ing the lead in same-sex marriage. 
Theyre here, too. They're queer, 
too. Ignore them at your 

420 peed 
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For all practical (non-genital) pur- _jj1ystration by Rebecca Levi 
poses, Tom is a man. His appear- 


pea = behavior are masculine, and his driver's license aan Dee McKellar has been associated with ICTLEP, the International 
an “M”. Tom meets Pam, they fall in love, and they decide to 
get married. When they apply for a marriage license, the coun- 
ty clerk determines that they are “a man and a woman” and 
issues the license. ‘This is a valid marriage; even if Pam later files 
for annulment, claiming fraud dy Tom $ part, the courts have and travels extensively, leading workshops and discussions across the 
held that a valid marriage exists. Is it a same-sex marriage? U.S. and in Europe 


Maybe, maybe not. But it’s legal. 


Conference on Ivansgender Law and Employment Policy, since tts 
inception. She currently serves on the Board of Directors as 
Secretary, and manages the day-to-day operations of the organiza- 
tion. She is widely recognized as a lay expert in transgender law, 
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THEN | FELT 
PRETTY FACE, | KNEW | WASWT | 
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PUSHING FLAT INTO ME. | WANTED |{7.. seca bestia agri ee , 
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HER TOBE THE ONLY ONE WITH TITS|| BY THEN. |WANTED To BE ON oe PE 
| WARD ALL.OVER SO sen a ci % 
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DO WITH ME AFTER THAT. 
| THOUGHT ABOUT HER. 

ALL THE NEXT DAY AND 
THE NEXT WEEK 700... 
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"WH EO’ 
THAT NIGHT ? | MADE ALL 
THE RIGHT MOVES! WE 
HAD A GREAT TIME/ So 
Hl / GeOTA BIT CARRIED AWAY, 
WHAT'S WRONG WITH ME ? 
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by M. Christian 
tart: You wake up incredibly randy, horny, excited, driven, 
hard, wet, orally fixated, anally available, cunt aching, cock 
‘straining, nipples taught, eyes dilated, groin straining, 

fucking randy... 

If you are a Gay Man or a Straight Woman, read Part 1 

If you are a Gay Woman or a Straight Man read Part: 2 

Tf you're Bi, read the next... 





1 


You finally succeed in seducing/being seduced by your new (over 
18) paperboy. This is the day he finally acknowledges your hungry 
stares, (hopefully) reassuring smiles, and inviting stance; this is the 
morning he backs up his straight-backed, no hands cycling, iron 
thighs pumping, steel chest flexing — and takes off his shirt — just 
before your house, at 7:00 am. Luring, being lured,-to your place, 
you dance a bit with your eyes, connecting his dots as he connects 
yours. Chatter dies as you take a quick walk into his hot body space 
and put a flat hand on his hard, hard boy chest. His breath match- 
es yours for pulse, quickness, as you fan your fingers to rub his 
tight, knotted nipples. Your first kiss is hungry and magnetic, you 
click to strong, soft lips and soon his tongue is dancing with yours, 
while your hand squeezes and pumps his must-be-nine-inches 
through those skin-tight biker shorts. 


You suck him right then and there, and his come is as sweet as his 
smile when you look up at him. 


If you are a Gay Man or a Straight Woman, skip ahead to Part 3 
If you're Bi, read the next... 
2 


She must have had train-in-tunnel dreams last night, because she's 
right up against you in the elevator. Normally the Power- 
Accessorized™ suit you wear to the office is snug, a professional 
handshake, but today it is a fucking suit of sweatsuit armor. 


She might be running cliché of horniness that's running down the 
inside of her thighs, but it is sure as fucking working: she tongues 
her string of pearls like she was licking your own; she plays with the 
top button of her blouse, showing you some great tight glowing 
skin, with just that right shine of fuck~me-now pidedust. She 
smiles and you feel her eyes rip your clothes off (and boy she likes 
what you're packing) and before you can say “Hit the Emergency 
Button (boy it’s fuckin’ hot in here) and Get that Fuckin’ Tie off!” 
you have her simple black business skirt pushed up around her 
waist and your own rock-hard into her squishy-wet cunt. 


The bangs of your fuck, and the screams of your fuck drown out the 
squalling alarm and the worried calls of “Are you all right in there?” 


If you are a Gay Woman or a Straight Man skip ahead to Part: 4 
Tf you're Bi, read the next... 
3 


Lou, that upper-echelon-but-cute-one in the stream-pressed 
Brooks Brothers from up on 21 finally catches you eyeing him in 
the Xerox room. It must have been in the water that day, ‘cause he 
touches a strong finger to your lips, locks the door, and plants a 
firm one on your startled-into-almost-hanging-open ones. He 
doesn’t wear that uniform of control for nothing. You lean back 
against the Canon and let him shove that tie out of the way, set 
those buttons a’ flyin’, and get your hot, heaving chest out into the 
rarefied air of copying and collating. His mouth on your nipples is 
till you swear you're gonna yank it right out and shove it nght in 
there, right now — damnit! 


Telepathy must come with comer offices (and with simple dark 
blue suits), because he zeros in on your frequency, darlin’, and 
before you can say 250 back-to-back and fuckin’ stapled he's got 
your face pressed droolly and glazed onto the machine's cool glass 
and his high and mighty sword of corporate power is sliding into 
you. So fine, so fuckin’ fine — and you could never be sure that the 
lights, the flashing lights you see during the wild, precise, and oh- 
so-powerful fuck, are from him or the machine... ‘til he drops by 
that afternoon with a single rose and a portfolio case of your face 
in ecstasy: back-to-back, collated and stapled in admiration. — 

If you are a Gay Man or a Straight Woman, skip ahead to Part 5 


Tf you're Bi, read the next... 
4 


That new temp loves to give good dictation, and, god, that view of 


the Bay never looked so vibrant and, well, quaking — or maybe it’s 
because of her face, breathing warm and energetic between your 
legs? Whatever — she’s the best at what she does, and maybe even 
has a place in the business: follows direction well (“a little to the 
left, harder, faster... ahhhh”), is assured but not a cold climber (“Tm 
not too sure this could be called dictation — ” “Nonsense, Miss 
Jasper, get to work on this...”), and really enjoys working in a busi- 
ness environment (“I thought I could get a raise out of you, Boss 
— ”). There definitely might be a permanent place for her there, 
and there, as well — so determined, and skilled. A real go-getter. 


Of course this is all about teamwork, in today’s modern business 
environment, so you return the favor, applauding her skills with 
with a good old-fashioned tongue-lashing and then giving her the 
Dictaphone™ tape to transcribe: “Oh — my. — goooooood, 
Boss...!” | | 


If you are a Gay Woman or a Straight Man skip ahead to Part 6 
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Tf you're Bi, read the next... 
5 


Lunch, and time to see about getting that new sunroof put in. The 
garage must have been spiked with something better than 10-40, 
or maybe the mechanics have stopped getting imported by the 
way-too-deep-South and have, instead, gotten a fresh batch from 
Heaven. This one, for instance, who takes such care and pride in 


new deluxe, all-frills, open-the- 
top-and-let-you-breathe-free- | 


sunroof is going to go that he || EJ 
has to lean all the way in and |} pe 
demonstrate it. His cologne |} § = 
ain't exactly antifreeze and ran- Ye | 
cid grease, and his mouthwash || EY | 
is closer to a light spice (apples? © 
wine?), than tabacca. But he’s a |) 5 
boy, he says, working his hum- G 
ble way up the ladder of life, | S 
fresh outta high (but over 18)— || [GA 
a peach-fuzz boy sticking out || Ppp 
his humble thumb for a ride to | 6) 
experience, Not one to pass up || Bea 
such a deal, you oblige him with | e 
the proper tone, and with a les- || § 
son on how those belts and |] B 


— 


buckles and jacks and jumper | 
cables (nah, just a quick threat) 
are supposed to be used. And, | fi 
my, don't he come all jetting || } 
pretty, spread wide and open 

pre ean and cnn: | BONS 
ing from his bed on the N27 = Oye 
hydraulic jack as you jack him — Peon 
and jack him and jack him... 


) 


: <( h. 


It’s incredible, what great service you can get nowadays with a good 
attitude. 


If you are a Gay Man or a Straight Woman, skip to Part 7 
Tf you're Bi, read the next... 
6 


To the thumpa-thumpa beat of “I Need a Man,” the aerobics 
instructors curvaceous ass, nutcracker thighs, and handful/mouth- 
ful tits bounce with a strength and resiliency that could only come 
from muscles under smooth skin exercised to the consistency of 
moving marble. It’s definitely hard to watch this raven-haired ama- 
zon work herself into a panting, heaving, sweat-shining, glowing 
statue of pure sexual power. It’s so fuckin’ hard to watch her at the 
end of the set, the session, bend over to grab her towel — leotard 
thong tight and pressing against lips that you know are plush and 
soft in a steel-hard valley of thighs and ass. She asks you to stay and 
help put away the Steps™. You agree, trying to keep your voice 
from breaking, cracking up in a squeak of “Su-(ohmygod!)-ure!” 
When you're bending, feeling your own thong press oh-so-fuckin’- 
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tight up your own ass and “favorite parts,” you feel a flutter of 
hands, then a firm press down between your legs, feeling you, 
checking you out — seeing, feeling, if you really “liked” her work- 


out, 


In a breathy voice, “Ni-(wannafuckyou)-ice!” she puts her hand 
around you, checking the rest of your not-quite-so-hard (but cer- 
tainly in certain) places, and finds you “Really (wannafuckyou) 
nice!” Leotards fly: warm-up socks, Nike™ crosstrainers, sweat- 
: bands, wristbands loop 
through the air into a 
smelly dog pile, making a 
nice bed for you and her. 


She licks and strokes you, a 
6 strong-bodied, hard-bod- 
AY ied (but softinalltheright- 
| places) demon carved from 
justrightsmelling marble, 


: (CORE te 


¥i\| making you come and 
(iG || come with tongue, and fin- 
Ray || gers, and lips, and cunt, and 
@7-N\| asshole, and all your 


favorite parts, singing/ 
sighing/moaning to the 
thumpa-thumpa beat of 
her own groaning, moan- 
ing comes (with/without 


G @©)E | srony)- “I Need a Man!” 


eet || Ifyou area Gay Woman or a 
AIRS || Straight Man Read on to 
PE!| Part 8 
Tf you're Bi, read the next... 
7 


Towel down on_ the 
scratchy grass, stripped to bathing suit, oiled and staring at the hot 
eye of the sun on a lovely day. Some distant part of the park — far 
away from the calls of children, the squeak of swings. The scout 
troop (over 18, naturally) stumbles across you. They decide that 
this is the exact spot on which to make camp, naturally. Behind 
your shades you watch their young (over-18) bodies work and play 
at raising their tents, raising their flags so high with innocent vigor 
— laughing and playing frisky games with each other. A good 
number, you muse, watching from half-closed eyes. A dozen, 
maybe more— a little trip into the wilds to gain experience of the 
natural world, the festive and frisky world out-of-doors. 


The day is warm. The adventurous soon strip to khaki pants, then 
to cotton briefs. You're getting even hotter and soon you're sitting 
up and pulling off the rest of your suit. Naked, you watch them 
start to realize, then watch, then come closer, eyes rapt with won- 
der at this new unexplored continent, this wild bush and gleaming 
pale territory. They ring and stare as you languish and oil yourself 
more. Nipples, chest, thighs, legs, and there — their eyes bulge and 
threaten to pop and plop down on the towel next to you. They are 
hypnotized, so you break the spell, and with a quick grasp and tug 
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you release the springing, sapling-still staff of youth from one of 
the (over-18) boys and cool him down with a quick wash of sweet, 
hot saliva. You tickle him with your tonsils, taste salt from his 
uncut head, and fondle his pink walnuts. 


The starter’s pistol goes off in your mouth and the jamboree begins 
— the day becomes lost in fine young (over-18) skin, the salty taste 
of good old-fashioned outdoor fun. They swarm like a pack of 
hungry, thrusting, giggling and moaning puppies. When they 
behave, you let them fuck you — fevered thrusts, hummingbird 
tongues slamming deep into you. When they're bad you bend 
them over your knees, onto your lap — sprigs of cocks between 
your thighs (rubbing, rubbing);as you spank them ’til their cries of 
pain break into quivers of boyhood buttocks and short, sharp 
sighs... Under a warm coverlet of pink boy (over-18) bodies, you 
sleep — rested beyond even wet dreams, having earned it as well as 
many merit badges. 


Tf you are a Gay Man or a Straight Woman: zzzxzxz under those stars. 
If you're Bi, read the next... 
8 


You spot her as she spots you and you meet in a narrow little slice 
of streetlights between two buildings. Too clean for an alley, not 
alley enough for an alley. It is a private spot on the middle of the 
city, but, hell, it’s still in the middle of the city and anyone who 
wants to, who stops in at the mouth of this narrow spot between 
two buildings, can look in and look at her and see you nibbling her 
neck. But you don’t mind ‘cause she sure as hell don’t mind, 
because now she’s biting your neck and now her leg is rubbing up 
against yours, and her pussy is a furry brush against your thigh and 
the smell of her, hot and smoldering, is filling the neutral air of the 
spot between two buildings and you don’t know, and rightly don’t 
care, if it’s really you or the crowd of folks staring down the too- 
clean-for-an-alley at you. But she is hot, so you are hot and her tits 
are righteously big, tanned with nipples like knots, and in your 
mouth they are like even bigger knots and she moans and sighs and 
screams when you try to Gordian those knotted nipples. She 
returns the favor and works on yours now — hand between your 
legs while her hand is between hers, and now the alley doesn’t 
smell of city: it smells of pussy. Then she drops and tugs yours 
down as she pulls her skirt up over hard muscles, soft skinned 
thighs and really gets down to it. Now the space-between-two- 
buildings really reeks of pussy and she comes quick, and not the 
only time in that time between.an hour and another between those 
buildings, spraying pussy ejaculate over the rough bricks as you do 
down her throat. She looks up at you. Smiles and smiles and 
smiles. As the crowd cheers and cheers and cheers... 


If you are a Gay Woman or a Straight Man: go home and go to bed. 
If you're Bt, go home, take a shower: lather, rinse, repeat... 


Next! 





M. Christian hives, works, plays in San Francisco and plans to explore all 
the possibilities of having a penis. His work has appeared in Best American 
Erotica 1994, Best Gay Erotica 1996, Leatherwomen II], Mammoth 
Book of Erotica 2, Happily Ever After, and Noirotica. 
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WHAT!?1 


You haven't joined BiNet USA yet? 
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ence). Dues can be waived for those unable to pay. Please specifically 

| request a waiver if you want one when you submit your form. Group Rates 

are $25-$100. And you get a nifty newsletter with your contribution, as well | 

as helping to spread further the wide arm of the Bisexual Empire. 
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VIDEO 


REVIEWS 








by Mickey Skee 


Porn Gets It From Botu Enns 





ft, Fm Mickey Skee, co-founder of the Gay Erotic Video Awards held in Hollywood each year. Most of the stars in porn are bisexual, but don’t 
really admut 1, and as an openly bisexual reviewer, they come out to me. Here’s a few reviews of the best and worst of bi porn — the rating is 
out of five As the best (a rarity). 





Bi-Line Productions. Johnny Gitaur, Rick Rogue, 
Rocky Toro, Debette, Nikki, Alex Williams Saki 
Si. Jermaine. 80 Min. 


Rating: AAA 





Johnny and Rick, the two guys on the box- 
cover, are stunning with Debette; as they go 
up on the roof to get away from the heat, 
they create some very hot stuff themselves. 
In the three-way Johnny shows he really 
knows how to suck dick, and he and Rick 
make a great team. Unfortunately, Saki’s 
idiotic squealing in one scene makes every- 
thing seem a bit silly. Debette teamed up 
with Nikki, however, shows what a girl who 
doesn’t need to fake it (or squeal) can do by 
rubbing a vibrator over and inside her 
friend. Overall, the girls are a bore when 
compared to the temperatures that rise 
between the guys. 
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Bi 'N Large 


Bi-Line Productions. D. Baxter. Busty Belle, BJ. 
Slater, Andrew Montano, Johnny Gitaur, Sharon 
Kane, Angella Faith, Rocky Toro, 84 Min. 


Rating: AAAA 





Fast-forward to the second scene and be 
dazzled as newly bi-curious B,J. Slater 
meekly explains his predicament to openly 
gay friend Johnny Gitaur. What follows 
will have you on the edge of your seat as 
sweet and gentle B.J. becomes a sex-crazed 
animal who winds up plowing Johnny like 
the driven snow! The dialogue, pacing and 
direction of this particular scene is worth 
the price of the whole video. Slater has one 
of the all-time greatest cocks in porn histo- 
ry, and when he puts it into Gitaur, you will 
know why. The rest of the video is not as 
exciting. Sharon Kane is, however, always 
wonderful, and it’s good to see her here as 
a probation officer of all things. The basic 
plot concerns a married couple, Slater and 
Busty, who place an ad in a swinger’s paper 
and have Andrew Montano answer. The 


three-way leaves a very lasting impression 
on B.J. who decides he wants to try sex 
with another guy without his wife. He’s 
afraid that Busty just wouldn’t understand, 
so he enlists the help of his friend Johnny. 
The rest is sexual history. 





Bi Line Productions, D. Baxter. Franky Laime, 
Tim Boyd, Justine, Saki St. Jermaine, Angella 
Faith, Rick Rogue, Johnny Gitaur, Amanda. 77 
Min. 

Rating: A 1/2 


From the sublime to the just plain stupid, 
this video just does not have what it takes. 
There’s virtually no plot and stupid ad libs 
from Franky Laime (pronounced Lame), 
who has absolutely no business being in 
front of any camera, especially a porno one 
because absolutely no personality or sexual- 
ity comes across on video. Then there’s 
Amanda, the “ultimate bi encounter” as 
she/he is billed, p-ypueeees 
who looks more [jam 
like John Lithgow ; 
in The Wael or 

According to Garp. | 
Well, the world 
according to this i 
reviewer means to 

not waste your ) 
time on this one at 
all. The one saving 
grace is Rick 
Rogue's impres- 
sive, gooey | 
cumshot. Sorry, 
that's not enough. | 





Mickey Skee is the gay and bi editor of Adult 
Video News. 
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Two Additions to an Activists Library 


by Loraine Hutchins 


uring the appalling, debilitating 
) Reagan/Bush years, and their 
}not-much-better _— aftermath, 
Me many progressives have were 
- hungry for books that both 
dbctase and analyze the fightback efforts 
we have been engaged in. This spring I’ve 
come a little closer to having my cake in 
discovering two new autobiographical 
accounts of activism by progressive 





women-loving-women. Both books pas- im 


sionately document the struggle to balance 


loyalties to families and friends with the 


need to live and tell urgent truths. 


Mab Segrest coordinates the U.S. Urban- 
Rural Mission of the World Council of 
Churches. She has been in the thick of the 
lesbian writers movement, has worked as 
an anti-racist within the feminist move- 
ment, and as an out lesbian in the peace 
movement. She is a white southern les- 
bian who came of age in T[uskegee, 
Alabama during the Civil Rights 
Movement. She co-founded Feminary: A 
Lesbian-Feminist Journal for the South, has 
published a book of essays — My Mama's 
Dead Squirrel — and co-edited an anthol- 
ogy on feminism and racism for Kitchen 
Table Press. 


Mab’s 1994 book, Memoir of a Race 
Traitor, tells two vividly different, but 
related, stories: (1) the story of her six 
years full time anti-Klan work in the '80s 
as coordinator of North Carolinians 
Against Racist and Religious Violence 
and (2) a mini-history of U.S. racism — 
traced through her own family lineage, as 
linked to key historic events. 


“Race traitor,” of course, is what white 
supremacists call whites who oppose 
racism. Race Traifor opens with a quick 
historic sketch of North Carolina in the 
‘80s, where she started her anti-Klan 
work. She describes what it was like com- 
ing out to her prospective employers (a 
coalition of heterosexual black and white 
Christians and Jews) as a lesbian, and how 
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she won their trust and approval to con- 
nect homophobia to the issues of racism 
and anti-semitism in her work. 


Early on, Mab explains how painful the 
break-up of her Feminary lesbian maga- 


MEMOIR OF A 
RACE TRAITOR 





Memoir of a Race Traitor, by Mab Segrest 
South End Press, 1994, 275 pgs. 
ISBN 0-89608-474-4 = $15 paper 
ISBN 0-89608-475-2 $30 cloth 


zine collective was, at a time when she had 
given up trusting straight feminists, final- 
ly come out, and commited herself to 
working with women-loving-women. 
Ironically it — combined with the rise of 
the Klan in North Carolina in the ‘80s — 


drove her back into working in mixed 
groups. 


“It was 1983 and I was ready to take the 
plunge. In this border crossing from the 
lesbian and feminist to the anti-racist 
movement, I began to realize how such 
movements separate people as much as 
bring them together. I found a compelling 


Back HOME 


and complicated reality that neither race 
theory and organizing, nor class theory 
and organizing, nor feminist theory and 


organizing is capable of handling.” 


-Segrest ends the book with the text of her 


amazing and controversial speech, “A 
Bridge, Not A Wedge,” originally deliv- 
ered at the National Gay and Lesbian 


- Task Force’s Creating Change Conference 


in Durham, November 1993. It was con- 
troversial only because it unswervingly 
connects the struggle for les/gay rights 
with local anti-racist and international 


struggles around the world. 


Read this book for the many scary, coura- 
geous stories she tells, and for how she 
agonized carefully and bravely (with her 
lawyer and editor) about how to document 


t the crimes she knows were committed by 
| people among whom she still lives, and 
| who still may threaten her life. I was par- 
| ticuarly impressed by the way she juxta- 


poses her own __ personal/familial 
responsibility for racism (her cousin shot 
one of the first blacks in the civil rights 
movement, her Dad fought for segregated 
schools) with a larger account of our lega- 
cy of slavery, capitalism and hatred of 
women and gays. Race Traitor shows us in 
concrete, everyday ways how the “inven- 
tion of heterosexuality” and the “invention 
of whiteness” are related, and how we 
contribute to perpetuating them. It also 
gives us real-people examples of changing 
these systemic oppressions for the better. 
a Now, is also about a white woman- 
®@ loving-woman involved in left 


activism. Meredith Maran, however, is a 
New Yorker expatriated to California. 
Her book is set in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, about as far from Klan Country 
backroads as I can imagine. 


y other find, What It's Like to Live 





Maran talks about her uneasiness with 
racial violence in the Oakland neighbor- 
hood where she lives, speaking in the 
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anguished voice of a protective parent — 


“Now I find myelf poised for what must 


honestly be named white flight...” She | 


wonders if urban life “has simply gotten 


exponentially worse (along with my fear | 





|= behind when I fled Marxism and the Ford 
sm assembly line and landed on the soft, 
"inviting shores of new age business. Too 


level)...Backed into a nineties corner by ig 


my sixties politics— and by my sons, whose 
childhoods and values reflect those poli- 
tics— I am forced to confront the most dif- 


ficult decision of all. Can I carry on the 
struggle to overcome what’s wrong in the | 
world, while keeping my children, my : 


family, myself safe and sane within it?” 


Maran is a consultant and free-lance jour- 
nalist who lives with her lover Ann and | 
two teenaged sons. She describes herself 


repeatedly in the book as someone who is 
attracted to both women and men. But on 
the back-cover she uses “lesbian” as her 


label and often talks within the book | 


about her sons as having “two lesbian 
moms.” There is no indication that she 


lives in one of the urban birthplaces of bi | 


culture and bi politics. Instead, it indicates 
to me how much bisexuals are still pushed 
to identify as straight or gay, even in 
places where bi community is somewhat 
available, and how isolated most of us still 
feel and are, Ironically, Maran was one of 
the original editors of OutLook, the now- 
defunct lesbian/gay literature and politics 
magazine best known among bisexuals for 
its horrendous but provocative 1992 cover 
story, “What Do Bisexuals Want?.” 


@ advance from a major publisher and 
Ya rave New York Times review. The 
Way We Live Now was touted, in all its 
marketing promo blurbs, as the revealing 
story of a sixties radical grown-up and cop- 
ing with the contradictions of the nineties. 
She was in the October League (a sectari- 
an leftist group) and has supported herself 
by working for progressive businesses such 
as Working Assets, Ben & Jerrys, and 
Banana Republic. The book’s most mov- 
ing effect comes from its account of her 
love for her sons and what she’s learned 
about parenting them in a politically-con- 
scious way. Most of the chapters are a pas- 
tiche of recollections on family, love, 
health, aging, spirituality and therapy. 
“Changing the world,” in an outer-direct- 
ed way is not really discussed in-depth 
until page 275, which starts with Clinton’s 


U-- Mab,, Meredith got a hefty 
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a real alternative: a chance to ‘shop for a 


) better world,’ to ‘vote with their wallets.’ 
| But when it comes to their employees, the 
_ best that Paul or Peter and the people who 
_ work for them can do- the best that 


socially responsible business’ can do- is 


| tweak the formula.” 


Don't get me wrong. The Way We Live 
Now is sensitive, poignant, disarmingly 
elf-critical, funny and wise. It’s a great 
book for understanding progressive par- 
enting and relationships. When, towards 


| the end of the book, she turns her focus 
_ more on the class/race warfare going on in 


a this country, particularly in the corporate 
im workplace, it gets more frustrating. She 


What It's Like to Live Now, by Meredith 


Bantam Books, 1995, 338 pgs. 
ISBN 0-553-37491-I $11.95 paper 


election. A lot of her story of how she 
changed from urban revolutinary to cor- 
porate umage-~maker seems missing. 


Okay, I admit it. I have trouble with 
someone who calls $45,000 a year 
“unglamourous wages.” I would like to 
make enough so that that amount looked 
small too. But, never having made it, and 
coming from a family where no one has 
either, it's hard for me to identify with this 
attitude. Maran has been one of the archi- 
tects of the socially-conscious market- 
place, a middle-manager who came up 
from the ranks, and the rank and file of 
Marxist union workers at that. I expect 
more class analysis from her than I got. 
She, like many of us, seems to have lost 
the threads of class critique since the 80s, 
and to not be able to replace them with 
anything more broad than humanizing 
capitalist economics. It isn’t enough and it 
scares me, too. 


To give her credit, she is not oblivious to 
these contradictions, just feeling lost. As 
she says in reflecting on her efforts to 
“make progressive business progressive”— 
“Big surprise: it turns out that I have not 
escaped the harsh reality I hoped to leave 












speaks about how guilty she feels creating 
a comfortable life for her kids, and how 
homelessness and violence in the streets 
makes her re alize that things have gotten 
worse, not better. 


But her passion is somewhat gone, or 
blocked. She speaks about “the urgency 
not being the same.” “I couldn't tell what 
good my work was doing, or if it was 
doing any good at all.” “I had causes but 
no cause...Suddenly I was building a 
career instead of a movement....] missed 
the war.” But she wrote this in 1987, still 
as if there were only one big war that 
shaped all of us, the Vietnam War. 1987 is 
when there were huge wars all over 
Central America that the U.S. was 


involved in. But they weren’t “her” wars! 


Both of these books are precious to me; 
they made me mutter, laugh, scream, cry, 
reflect and want to call up their authors 
immediately and invite them over for tea 
and debate. Read them, discuss them, 
and, most importantly, don’t hold back 
your own stories that match these and 
counterpoint them, too! 


Loraine Hutchins is a Washington, DC 
author/activist who makes her living doing 
speaking engagements/workshops on bisexuali- 
ty, sacred sex, and anti-~oppression topics. 
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Asx 
AUNTIE MARGO 





AND 
Uncce Bit 





Dear Uncle Bill, 


I have a question about anal sex — sometimes, but not always, 
after getting fucked up the ass, my insides feel all rearranged, 
and I may even feel nauseous the next day. More than ‘ 
that, I sometimes feel “not right” that is partly psy- 4 i: 
chological and partly physical — it’s not purely aa" 
psychological — I love getting fucked, and it’s hap- 3° 
pened more than twice, so I’m assuming that my , 
feelings and the act of getting fucked are connected. 
Is this common — are there ways to avoid it aside from not get- 
ting fucked (I’m not willing to to do that)? Maybe I’m too 
tense, maybe the cocks and dildos are too long, or maybe I’m 
just weird. I dunno — help me out, Uncle Bill. It’s happened 
both with women with strap-ons and with men with live cocks. 


ie 


Love, Allen 
Dear Allen, 


You're not weird. What you're describing is pretty common, 
actually. Often, physical discomfort is due to not feeling com- 
pletely relaxed at the time of intercourse. Most people find that 
they prefer certain positions when being anally penetrated. It's 
important that the penis, dildo, or other object enters and 
moves at a comfortable angle; otherwise, it runs into the rectal 
wall, which can cause discomfort, not to mention tearing and 
bleeding. Squatting-on-top is often the easiest position for fuc- 
kees since it offers the greatest amount of control. Generally, 
the more comfortable you are at the time of intercourse, the less 
queasiness you will feel the next day. 


It’s important to take things slowly, as it were. In fact, many 
folks need to practice self-stimulation before attempting part- 
nered anal sex. There is no reason that anal sex should hurt the 
receptive partner. You wouldn’t start a physical workout with- 
out warming up and stretching your muscles; likewise, you may 
experience less discomfort if you ease into getting fucked. Yet 
guys, especially, are raised to believe that they should “tough it 
out” and not complain when they feel pain, This is bullshit. 
Honesty and communication are essential ingredients in nego- 
tiating successful anal intercourse (not to mention life in gener- 
al!). Don’t allow yourself to be penetrated longer or faster than 
feels comfortable. It’s important to pace yourself! Some people 
find it essential to take frequent breaks. And, like the U2 song 
goes, some days are better than others. 
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fe: All the stuff you've heard 
Meee =. about performance anxiety applies 

here, too — an anxious sphincter does not 
want to be penetrated! Try to bring a 
" mental list of some alternative things you 
can do if the anal part of your sex just isn’t working. Often, just 
knowing that you have options is enough to relax and allow 
pleasurable anal penetration. A good partner will be patient and 
allow you to adjust gradually to the fullness. Performance anxi- 
ety cuts both ways, too — many guys have trouble staying hard, 
especially in the condom-clad era, You may even want a dildo 
or two on hand as backup! Patience is important for doth part- 
ners. 





The psychological discomfort you feel could be “morning-after” 
guilt. Most of us are taught to feel shame regarding our butt- 
holes. In our culture, men are not “supposed” to be receptive, 
and men and women alike are raised to view anal penetration as 
unnatural. We raise children to believe that bodily waste is 
“filthy.” True, the anus and the rectum are the passageway for 
feces. Yet feces are not normally stored in the rectum except 
when the body is preparing for a bowel movement, and a 
healthy person eating enough fiber should have fairly firm 
stools that do not linger. 


If you like, there are various devices you can use to rinse the rec- 
tal passageway before getting fucked; it’s best to do this a cou- 
ple of hours before penetration, so that the rectal walls can 
re-line themselves with the body's natural lubricant. But in any 
case, it’s a bad idea to get fucked on a full stomach. This can 
definitely cause cramping and other problems. Ongoing dis- 
comfort could be a sign of hemorrhoids, anal fissures, or other 
difficulties that require medical attention. 


I highly recommend that you read Ana/ Pleasure {F Health, by 
Jack Morin (Yes Press, 938 Howard St., San Francisco CA 
94103, $12.50 + $3.75 shipping; CA residents include sales tax, 
ISBN 0-940208-08-3). Chock full of good ideas about making 
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anal play more comfortable and safe, this is the definitive guide 
on the topic. 


I hope this helps, Allen. Please let me know what happens. And 
if any readers have thoughts or suggestions regarding anal sex, 
by all means send ‘em in! 


—Unele Bill 


a | 


Auntie Margo says, 


Many women still have issues about safer sex and talking with 
partners, and wonder if other women do, also. Following is a 
brief discussion from my chapter, Bisexual Women and the AIDS 
Crisis, from the upcoming (August) book Bisexuality: The 
Psychology and Politics of an Invisible Minority, Editor, Beth A. 
Firestein (Sage Publications, Inc.). 


“Many women thought they only had to use latex protection 
with “causal” partners. However, ‘trusting in monogamy’ may 
be a faulty prevention effort because many of the women’s 
monogamous relationships were serial and of short duration. 
Many women equated trust and emotional closeness with 
monogamy and therefore chose not to have protected sex. 


“Getting tested for the HIV virus can certainly be a part of a 
woman’s strategy for staying uninfected. Many women have 
said over the years that they think it’s a good idea to get tested 
every six months or year because it reminds them to have safer 
sex and to stay uninfected. It also gives them an opportunity to 
get new information and ‘discuss any concerns they have with a 
counselor in confidence. Many couples, including same-sex 
couples, who decide they are going to be in a monogamous rela- 
tionship, get tested, use safer sex for six months, get tested 
again, and assuming they both test negative, stop using safer 
sex, Of course, they are then relying on trust that their partner 
is monogamous. A variation of this strategy is partners who do 
not use safer sex,in their primary relationship, but use safer sex 
if they have outside partners. Clearly, getting tested is not a 
good prevention strategy if people use a negative test result as a 
reason to continue not having safer sex. 


“Reducing the number of partners or not having partners in a 
particular category (such as bisexual women or men) also 
reflects faulty decision-making because risk depends on what 
activities a person has engaged in with a particular partner and 
what activities they have engaged in with others, not how they 
identify. Collecting complete and accurate sexual histories on 
one’s partner(s) can be difficult because women may be hesitant 
to ask all the questions they need to ask or may feel that some 
questions might be insulting to potential partners. In addition, 
women may be very reluctant to divulge certain information 
about themselves (such as IV drug use, numbers of partners, 
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lesbians having sex with men, etc.) if they feel it will lessen their 
chances of becoming sexually involved with a particular partner. 


“Some women have chosen to give up certain behaviors as a 
strategy for safer sex: for example, many women felt that using 
barriers for oral sex with women was too uncomfortable so they 
chose not to engage in this sexual activity. Other women have 
said that they gave up having anal intercourse with men, gave 
up oral sex with men, or refused to allow men to come in their 
mouths. Giving up behaviors that they enjoy can make some 
women resentful and make sex less pleasurable for them. Some 
women may be very angry or upset with counselors who recom- 
mend that they modify their behavior. 


“Communication about safer sex was talked about as a difficul- 
ty over and over again, and I am sure every HIV counselor and 
educator has heard this complaint many times: how to bring it 
up, when to talk about it, and how to have a discussion without 
making a partner feel defensive. Some women felt there were 
things in their past that they did not want to share, so they were 
reluctant to ‘interview’ partners. Many women felt that it was 
difficult to be assertive and insist on safer sex, so they went 
along with what a partner was willing to do. Most women | 
have talked to over the years who have sex with men felt resent- 
ful that they were the ones who had to be responsible for birth 
control—and now they have to be responsible for safer sex as 


well.” 


It’s important that we continue to communicate with friends, 
partners, and potential partners despite any discomfort we may 
feel. Be well! 


— Auntie Margo 
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make 


“ay ost Wa Bac first contact with 
ae Wa the queer world and 


| find dete Gree bi community via the World Wide Web, 
America Online (AOL), or Internet newsgroups. So we 
have good reason to be angered and concerned about new 
| legislation that would potentially severely restrict 
freedom of online speech, including anything about sex, 
sexuality, or sexual health. These restrictions will have a 
particularly detrimental effect on queer youth and those 
outside of urban centers. 


any bisexuals 





The legislation in question is the Communications Decency Act 
(CDA) which was overwhelmingly passed by Congress on 
February 1, 1996 as part of a larger telecommunications bill and 
signed into law by President Clinton on February 8. The CDA 
makes it punishable by two years in jail and a $250,000 fine to 
publish or transmit “indecent” material via computer. [he legis- 
lation would make it illegal to post online the same material one 
can legally publish in a newspaper or read aloud in public. A pro- 
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//On-Line.Censorship// 


by Liz Highleyman 


vision of the law also amends the existing Comstock Act to pro- 
hibit the online transmission of information about abortion. 


Before the ink could dry on the CDA, the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) filed a lawsuit challenging the constitu- 
tionality of the new legislation. On February 15, Judge Ronald 
Buckwalter issued a temporary restraining order against the inde- 
cency provisions of the CDA, calling it “unconstitutionally 
vague.” The trial begam March 21 in Philadelphia. As of our pub- 
lication date, the parties are awaiting the judges’ decision, which 
is expected in early June. 


The 20 plaintiffs in the suit include Planned Parenthood, the 
Queer Resources Directory, the Safer Sex Pages, Critical Path AIDS 
Project, the National Writers Union, and Stop Prisoner Rape. 
The Citizens Internet Empowerment Coalition (CIEC), which 
includes over 30,000 individual Internet users, is also participat- 
ing in the lawsuit. After many ACLU/CIEC witnesses had testi- 
fied, including long-time bi activist Stephen (Donny) Donaldson 
of Stop Prisoner Rape, the Department of Justice called forth just 
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two witnesses, who attempted to convince the threé-judge panel 
that government restriction of the online communications of 
adults was necessary to protect children. 


The battle over electronic freedom of speech began in February 
1995 when Senators James Exon (D-NE) and Slade Gorton (R- 
WA) introduced the CDA, which would make it a crime to use a 
telecommunications device to “make available any indecent com- 
munication...comment, request, suggestion, proposal, or image” 
to any person under 18 years of age. Online service providers 
would be required to monitor messages to ensure that indecent 
material was not transmitted~ the equivalent of requiring the tele- 
phone company to monitor the content of every call. It’s impossi- 
ble on the net to be absolutely sure that a person under 18 will not 
come across your words; while sexually explicit material does not 
leap unbidden onto the computer screens of young children, 
resourceful horny teenagers can probably find a way to access sex- 
ually explicit material online, just as they can find a way to access 
Penthouse magazine at the local convenience store. 


After Exon brandished a “blue book” containing the most dis- 
tasteful online material he could find, the Senate passed the 
CDA in June 1995 by a vote of 84-16. In the House, prospects 
originally looked brighter after Newt Gingrich denounced the 
CDA, calling it “a clear violation of free speech rights.” The 
House passed by a vote of 421-4 the less restrictive Cox-Wyden 
amendment, which favored the use of filtering software such as 
SurfWatch that allows parents to regulate what their own chil- 
dren can acess. Given the disparity in the House and Senate mea- 
sures, a conference committee decided on compromise language. 
After receiving pressure from the usual moralistic foes of sexual 


freedom, including the Christian Coalition and the Family 
Research Council, the House and Senate agreed on a restrictive 
indecency standard, which they passed this February by the over- 
whelming votes of 414-16 in the House and 91-5 in the Senate. 


The new indecency standard is much broader and more arbitrary 
than the narrow court-defined obscenity standard. Material that 
may be deemed indecent includes the “seven dirty words,” books 
such as Catcher in the Rye and How/, images of nudes, discussions 
of sexual abuse and abortion, and safer sex information. This 
standard is in opposition to a 1989 Supreme Court ruling that the 
prohibition of indecency to protect minors is an unconstitutional 
infringement on the free speech rights of adults (Sable 
Communications v. FCC). As if to exemplify the absurd lengths 
to which censorship could be taken, AOL last year banned the 
word “breast” from its users’ profiles, enraging members of a 
breast cancer support forum. In December 1995, Compuserve 
denied access to more than 200 Internet newsgroups to its cus- 
tomers worldwide after receiving complaints from a German 
prosecutor. After much protest, Compuserve restored access to 
some of the newsgroups to its US subscribers. 


Today, many online users are asking, “If they can’t regulate what 
I can read on paper, how can they regulate what I read on the 
net?” If we are not vigilant, tomorrow legislators may be asking, 
“If it’s not allowed on the net, why should we allow it on paper?” 


a OE ————— — —————————————— 


Liz Highleyman (liz@black-rose.com) is editor of the pansexual news- 
paper Cuir Underground and associate editor of Bisexual Politics: 
Theories, Queries and Visions. She has been on the net for ten years 
and has written widely on issues of censorsinp and sexual politics. 
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a check or money order for $6 for each issue, and indicate which issues you want. Note: Issue One is sold out. 
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SUPREME CouRT “No” TO AMEND. 2 


On May 20, the Supreme Court ruled 
against Colorado's Amendment 2. The 
decision was 6 to 3, with Justices 
Kennedy, Ginsberg, Souter, Breyer, 
O'Connor, and Stevens ruling against 
Amendment 2, and Justices Rehnquist, 
Scalia, and Thomas dissenting. This 
decision is a 
profound victo- 
ry for all who 
believe in basic 
equal rights and 
the fundamen- 
tal principle 
that all 


deserve to live 
free from dis- 
crimination. 
Amendment 2 
would have created special barriers to 
basic equal rights. It would have blocked 
the open and free participation in our 
democratic process for gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals. 


The measure would have amended the 
Colorado state constitution to overturn 
existing protections against discrimina- 
tion based on sexual orientation and pro- 
hibit the passage of any such protection 
in the future. It was passed by majority 
vote in 1992, 


Thank you, Supreme Court justices, for 
protecting our constitutional freedoms. 
This is a joyous day for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and transgender Americans. 
The time is drawing closer when we do 
not have to live as second-class citizens 
anymore. 

Let this be a message to the sponsors of 
these bills: The American people do not 
support your campaigns of intolerance 
and bigotry. They do not support dis- 
crimination> against gays, lesbians and 
bisexuals. They do not want you tying up 
their courts in costly, prolonged legal 
battles. They do not want you to come to 
their communities to destroy and divide. 


56 


The Supreme Court decision on 
Colorado’: Amendment 2 is a profound 
victory for all who believe in basic 
equal rights and the fundamental 
Americans principle that all Americans deserve to 

live free from discrimination. 


Let this message be heard in every state 
where voters are considering anti-gay 
ballot measures in 1996 — on election day 
this year strike down your anti-gay ballot 
measures just as the Supreme Court has 
struck down Amendment 2. 


Unfortunately, our victory today may be 
short-lived. Despite this ruling, the 
Radical Right 
will not. stop. 
They are 
already evoly- 
ing their mea- 
sures to make 
them more dif- 
ficult to chal- 
lenge in court, 
such as the 
failed attempt 
in Maine last 
year that simply “omitted” gay people 
and others from the list of those protect- 
ed against discrimination. They are 
launching other attacks, including anti- 
education measures that censor the 
teaching of diversity in public schools, or 
“parents rights” rhetoric that really tear 
apart families and communities instead 
of building stronger ones. Religious 
political extremists will not stop until 
they have advanced their broader, anti- 
democratic, repressive agenda. An agen- 
da that rolls back civil rights for people of 
color; scapegoats gays, immigrants, and 
others for our country’s social and eco- 
nomic problems; and denies women con- 
stitutionally protected reproductive 
freedom. 


-NGLTF 


LITTLE SISTERS WINS VICTORY OVER 
CANADA CUSTOMS 


Little Sister's Book and Art Emporium 
in Vancouver, Canada has for years been 
fighting the seizure by Canada Customs 
of sexually explicit and queer materials. 


The bookstore won a victory in the latest _ 


(and hopefully final) round of their court 
case when the British Columbia 
Supreme Court ruled on January 22, 
1996 that customs agents unfairly singled 


al 


U.S., Canadian Courts Upwor Lespicay Rieuts 


out gay and lesbian material in violation 
of the equality provision of Canada’s 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 


The court had harsh words for Canada 
Customs, declaring that their actions 
were arbitrary, inconsistent, and “often 
just plain foolishness,” The court held 
that customs had systematically used the 
obscenity law to harrass queers. Little 
Sister's manager Janine Fuller called the 
ruling “a complete vindication of the les- 
bian and gay community.” The January 
ruling was little more than a reprimand, 
but Little Sister's went back to court in 
February to seek an injunction against 
further border seizures, In late March, 
Justice Kenneth Smith ordered customs 
to take Little Sister’s off their “lookout 
list” for potential seizures, and ruled that 
the government must pay $170,000 of 
the bookstore’s legal costs (total costs 
exceed $250,000). 


Canada's obscenity law is based on the 
1992 Regina vs. Butler decision. 
Modelled after legislation proposed by 
Catharine MacKinnon and Andrea 
Dworkin, the Canadian law prohibits 
material that is found to be degrading to 
women, specifically “...depictions or 
descriptions of sex with violence, submis- 
sion, coercion, ridicule... which appear to 
be associating sexual pleasure or gratifi- 
cation with pain and suffering...” Gay 
material, especially material depicting 
anal sex, has often been seized, and 
material with an SM theme has been 
subject to harsh scrutiny. 


Witnesses for Little Sister's spanned the 
gamut of publishers, writers, psycholo- 
gists, gay rights activists, civil libertari- 
ans, and legal scholars, including Pat 
Califia, Jane Rule, and Carol Vance. 


Two books have been published related 
to the case. Restricted Entry, co-written 
by Fuller and Stuart Blakely, describes 
the details of and the history behind the 
case. Forbidden Passages is a collection of 
seized works. Contents include banned 
works by Jane Rule, Marguerite Duras, 


Anything That Moves 


Dorothy Allison, Susie Bright, Joseph 
Beam (from In the Life), Diane DiMassa 
(Hothead Paisan), bell hooks (from Black 
Looks: Race and Representation), David 
Wojnarowicz, Jack Morin (from Anal 
Pleasure and Health), Pat Califia, Kathy 
Acker, and Dennis Cooper. While one 
might expect to find Califia, Acker, and 
Cooper on this list, the seizure of works 
by Beam and hooks defies explanation. 


As Pat Califia notes in her introduction 
to Forbidden Passages, it is important to 
defend sexually explicit and queer works 
not only so that the more “respectable” 
works — theory, health, AIDS education 
— will be protected, but because smut can 
be enjoyable and valuable in its own right. 

—Liz Highleyman 


Bi-NeT Honors Dr. Fritz KLEIN 


It was a great pleasure “detaining” Dr. Klein 
after his welcoming speech at the Third 
Annual Southern California Conference on 
Bisexuality. To his suprise, I introduced 
BiNet USA National 
Coordinator Stephanie — 
Berger who, on behalf of — 
the six National 
Coordinators presented _ 
him with an award of — 
special recognition 
which read, “It.is with 
deep respect, pride, and g 
admiration that the © 
National Coordinators 
of BiNet USA acknowl- 
edge and sincerely 
appreciate the invaluable 
academic and social con- 
tributions made by Dr. cecal 
National Poe aii 
bisexual people and our 
allies everywhere are Magus 
grateful for his work in 

the creation of the “Klein scale” which 
reflects and adds to the rich.complexity and 
reality of our lives. Furthermore, we recog- 
nize his book, The Bisexual Option, as a cor- 
nerstone upon which the foundation of our 
bisexual community and human rights 
movement is built. On behalf of BiNet 
nition to Dr. Fritz Klein on February 10, 
1996, for his dedication to, and accomplish- 
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r. Fritz Kleine” 


ments within and beyond the bisexual com- 


munity. | 
—Lani Ka'‘ahumanu. 
CALLS For SUBMISSIONS 
BISEXUAL MEN’S ANTHOLOGY 
Brett Beemyn, editor 
P.O, Box 584 
lowa City, IA 52244 


brett-beemyn@uiowa.edu 


Works can be written by bi men, trans- 
gendered bis, or bi women (provided that 
women contributors discuss some per- 
spective on bi men or male-female bi rela- 
tions). For reasons of cohesiveness and 
manageability, essays should be limited to 


an examination of bis in the U.S. 


While discussing personal experiences in 
your essay is fine, I do not want works 
that are limited to coming out stories or 
individual narratives. 1 am looking for 
submissions that go beyond the personal 
to discuss theoretical and political issues. 
An academic press 
has already 
expressed a strong 
interest in pub- 


lishing the work. 


In order to have 
the collection 
speak to a wide 
| range of bisexual 
thought and expe- 
rience, contribu- 
tions are especially 
welcomed from 
bis of color, work- 
_ ing-class bis, dis- 
abled bis, older 
__ bis, and bis living 
with HIV/AIDS. 
In addition, all 
contributors will 
be TS to frame their arguments to 
be inclusive and representative (such as 
developing theories that take different 
racial identities into account, instead of 
just being applicable to whites)... 


Preferably, essays should be 7-25 pages 
long when double spaced in 10pt. Courier 
(shorter and longer works, however, will 
still be considered), 


Please provide full citations for all sources 
you use through endnotes. 


Deadline for submissions is October 1. 


HEY GirRL-FAG! WHATCHA WRITIN? 
Jill Nagle, editor 

1388 Haight Street #215 

San Francsico, CA 94117 
JilNagle@aol.com 


Submissions are currently being sought 
for an anthology exploring how women 
make use of male homosexuality and its 
representations int heir own sexual jour- 
neys, constructions, practices. Do you 
ever “feel like a gay man?” Do you pass as 
one? Do you identify with man-on-man 
sexual practices? Do you have what feels 
like gaymale sex? DO you gravitate 
toward gay male sex space? Have queer 
male lovers? A “boy” attitude or presenta- 
tion? Whether you identify with certain 
aspects of same-gender-loving male cul- 
ture at certain times, or have a more clear- 
ly wrought identity, your story or essay 
may belong here. 


Autobiography, essays, fiction poetry, 
photographs and drawings are all wel- 
come. Contributors may be of any gen- 
der, as long as the topic is female faggery. 
For example, someone who does not 
identify as a female fag may write about 
others who do, themselves at a time when 
they did, or the topic in general. No min- 
imum or maximum length. Those who 
want a guideline should try for 3000- 
4000 words. Submit double-spaced hard 
copy plus disk, labeled with system and 
program used to contact above. Payment 
will be $50-$100.00 upon publication. 
Contact information above for more 


detail. 


Deadline is October 15, 1996. 
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by Lani Ka’ahumanu and Karen Snelbecker 


uring NBC Dateline's generally well-done segment on bisex- 

uality, it was no surprise to hear Beverly LeHay of Concerned 

Women of America spout, “Promoting bisexuality is never 
harmless fun -— you always pay down the road. Bisexuality threat- 
ens the American family.” The surprise came just after Ms. LeHay, 
when Dr. Ruth, the popular sex therapist appeared stating “I do not 
think there is a category of bisexuality, I have not seen that in my 
private practice, or at the clinic.” 


Shocked, and armed with the information that Dr. Ruth would be 
visiting University of Pennsylvania to speak about sexuality, 
BiUnity, Philadelphia’s network, along with supporters from 
Temple University Lambda Alliance and Penn's Lesbian, Gay and 
Bisexual Alliance went into action. Flyers, designed by BiUnity’s 
Cappy Harrison, quoted Dr. Ruth’s Dateline statement and refut- 
ed common myths about bisexuality. Members of the three groups 
handed out flyers to those attending her speech. 


Inside the auditorium, Dr. Ruth did not seem a formidable foe. 
Standing on a stepstool in order to see over the podium her talk 
covered the usual topics of masturbation, premature ejaculation, 
AIDS and abortion. She also addressed Jewish perspectives on sex- 
uality. While her talk focused almost entirely on heterosexual, she 
did mention a few times that she had “respect” for “homosexual 
couples.” 


During the question and answer period, when BiUnity’s Moss 
Stern asked her to clarify her statement on Dateline, she expressed 
skepticism about bisexuality as a true sexual orientation. She said, 
“If you find any data, not only personal testimony, then I'll learn 
about it, too.” 


At the same time, Dr. Ruth expressed concerns about bisexual 
behavior that reflected popular stereotypes. She stated, “I also 
would be very concerned today because of AIDS,” and about “peo- 
ple who have more than one partner. I don’t believe that open — 
riage in our society works because of jealousy and other issues.” 
Another audience member asked her if she was equating bisexual- 
ity with nonmonogamy and AIDS, to which she gave a vague 
answer. BiUnity member Karen Snelbecker countered that these 
were common myths; that AIDS is transmitted by unsafe behavior, 
not by a particular sexual orientation; and that bis can be monoga- 
mous or nonmonogamous, like anyone else. 


At Dr. Ruth’s request she met with several members of BiUnity 
afterwards. Stern talked to her further about bisexuality. She asked 
him the predictable questions such as, “Does bisexuality mean 
sleeping with a man and a woman at the same time?”, “Well, what 
about AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases” and, “Doesn't 
your girlfriend get jealous?” 
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Dr. Rutu's CONTINUING 
















Stern said, “Dr. Ruth wasn’t at all hostile, 
or even particularly defensive. On the con- 
trary, she was very curious, and expressed a xe 
willingness to be educated about bisexuality, par- BN\Saaam 
ticularly if this education includes ‘measurable, 
scientifically veri- | 
fied data.” ) 


Curiously, she 
didn’t seem to 
interpret the 
Kinsey research 
findings as evi- Seal 

m. dence of bisexual- 
} ity. She was aware of 
Phote By Cappy harrisen the “Kinsey scale”; she 
| understood it to mean 
that people exist somewhere on a continuum from heterosexual (0) 
to homosexual (6); yet somehow she, like most people, didn’t 
understand the significance of those individuals who represent the 
values of 1 through 5! 


Stern continued, “What Dr. Ruth really wants is to see Masters- 
and-Johnson-type studies that prove that, for example, 10% of all 
males will become erect at the sight of either a naked woman or a 
naked man. If anyone can furnish her with data of this sort, I 
believe it would completely clinch this issue in her mind. Anything 
short of it may leave her agnostic about bisexuality.” 


BiUnity presented her with a copy of Bi Any Other Name, BiNet 
USA’s Newsletter, and Anything That Moves. They also referred 
her to the work of Dr. Fritz Klein, author of The Bisexual.Option. 
Ka’ahumanu, a catalyst for the BiUnity action, also had wnitten a 
letter to Dr. Ruth which was published in the Dazly Pennsylvanian 
BGLAD Awareness Days supplement to coincide with her appear- 
ance. Members of New York City’s GLAAD Bisexual Caucus 
drafted a letter as well. 


If you have the opportunity to hear Dr. Ruth ask the obvious ques- 


tions, be visible, talk with her afterwards. She wants to be educated 


and we are the living, if not the scientific, proof that peony, 


exists. 
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Karen Snelbecker is a bisexual teacher, writer and activist. She lives with her 
lover and her lizard. Lant Ka’ahumanu is an HIV educatrix. 


Anything That Moves 


Bi COMMUNITY & ResouRCES 


Asout BABN 


The Bay Area Bisexual Network is. an 
alliance of bisexual and bi-supportive groups, 
individuals, and resources in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. BABN is coalescing the bisexual 
community and creating a movement for 
acceptance and support of hurhan diversity by 
coordinating forums, social events, opportuni- 
ties, and resources. We support relationships 
among people regardless of gender, which can 
include relating intellectually, emotionally, 
spiritually, sensually, and sexually. We sup- 
port celibacy, monogamy, and non-monogamy 
as equally valid lifestyle choices. We support 
open expression of affection and touch among 
people without such expression necessarily 
having sexual implications. BABN is by nature 
educational in that we are supporting the rights 
of all women and men to develop. as whole 
beings without oppression due to age, race, 
religion, color, class or different abilities, nor 
because of sexual preference, gender identity, 
gender preference and/or responsible consen- 
sual sexual behavior preferences. We also sup- 
port acceptance in employment, housing, 
healthcare, and education. This includes access 
to complete sexual information, free expres- 
sion of responsible consensual sexual activity, 
and other freedoms. Membership is open to all 
bi-positive people whether or not they consid- 
er themselves bisexual. BABN sponsors a 
speaker's bureau of bisexuals from diverse 
backgrounds, races, lifestyles, and cultures 
who speak on all topics and issues concerning 
bisexuality. Call 415-703-7977 voice mail box 
#1, or write BABN at 2404 California St., #24, 
SF, CA 94115. 





MIXED 


BI-FRIENDLY SAN FRANCISCO: 7:30 p.m., 
Monday, at Muddy Waters Coffee House, 262 
Church Street, in SF. Call for Ellen and Coe for 
info 415-703-7977 voice mail box #4 (Mondays 
may vary). For newsletter see below. 
BIFRIENDLY EAST BAY: Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., 
Au Coquelet, 2000 University at Milvia, in 
Berkeley. Hew is your host. Call Ellen and Coe for 
info 415-703-7977 voice mail box #4. Bi Friendly 
monthly newsletter, $12.00 check payable to Ellen 
Clary, P.O. Box 1088, Alameda, CA 94501. 
Mailing list is confidential. 

BI-FRIENDLY OF THE PENINSULA: 2nd and 
4th Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Join bisexual women and 
men for dinner and conversation at Viccolo Pizza, 
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473 University Ave., Palo Alto. Call Joyce, 415- 
856-6901. 

BIPOL: The Bay Arca Bi/Lesbian/Gay political 
action group. Meets monthly. Call 415-703-4977, 
voice mailbox #2 or write 584 Castro St., #422, SF, 
CA 94114, 

GAMES NIGHT: Every Saturday, 6-9:45 p.m. at 
the Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. 
About 25-30 bis, gays, and lesbians play cards, 
Scrabble, etc., or watch videos. Call 510-841-6224. 
LAVENDER SIG: A political and support network 
for fat bis, lesbians, gays, and their allies. Part of 
NAAFA, a human rights organization. Send SASE 
to PO Box 210074, SF, CA 94121-0074. 
MOTHER GOOSE PRODUCTIONS: Sponsors 
monthly Jack & Jill Off social gatherings for 
women, men, bi, gay, and lesbian. Send SASE to 
PO Box 3212, Berkeley, CA 94703. 
SACRAMENTO AREA BISEXUAL NET- 
WORK: The purpose of this group is to educate, 
politicize, socialize, and support one another, and 
publish Bi Word of Mouth newsletter. Send SASE 
to PO Box 189146, Sacramento, CA 95818. 
SOCIETY OF JANUS: Educational programs, 
parties, newsletter, and mutual support for adults 
interested in consensual SM, BD, leather. Open to 
all sexual identities. Send SASE to PO Box 
426794, SF, CA 94142-6794. Hotline: 415-985- 
7117. 

BI WOMEN AND MEN OPEN RAP: Every 
Sunday, 7-8:50 p.m., Pacific Center, 2712 
Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. Call. 

There are more groups for women and men under 
tbe categories Ethnic/of Color and Parenting and 
Family. 

There are TDD numbersfor hearing-impaired bis 
under the categories Ethnic/Of Color, “Health,” 
and “Student & Youth.” 


BAY AREA BISEXUAL WOMEN’S NET- 
WORK: Offer support/discussion groups, sponsor 
workshops, and organize women-only events and 
social activities. Newsletter listing events and sup- 
port groups. To receive newsletter ($5/yr) or list 
women’s proup or women’s event, call 415-485- 
1015 (evenings only). 





BISEXUAL WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP: ist 
and 3rd Sundays, 7 p.m. at the Unitarian Church, 
Rm. 6, 505 E. Charleston, Palo Alto. Call 415-961- 
9590 or Susan at 415-493-0406, 

BI WOMEN’S GROUP: Bisexual and bi-curious 
women have monthly potlucks in Palo Alto for sup- 
port and socializing. Call True at 415-323-4227, 
EAST BAY BI WOMEN’S SUPPORT GROUP- 
Meets on the fourth Thursday of each month. To 
learn more, call Renee at 510-841-2101. 
LESBIAN AVENGERS: Direct action group of 
lesbian, bisexual, and transgender women focused 
on issues vital to our survival & visibility. Open to 
all women. 415-267-6195. 


SAN FRANCISCO BISEXUAL WOMEN’S 
SUPPORT GROUP: Meets on the ist three 
Wednesday evenings, 7-9 p.m. at Amazing Grace 
on Church St. near Market. For info, call Ingrid at 
415-775-2620. 

WOMEN’S BISEXUAL NETWORK OF 
SANTA CRUZ & THE GREATER MON- 
TEREY BAY AREA: Resource and referral ser- 
vice for bi women. Call 408-427-4556 (voice mail). 
WOMEN’S COMING OUT SUPPORT 
GROUP: Every Wednesday, 6-7:30 p.m. at the 
Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. 
Focuses on coming out to self, friends, family, 
workplace. All women welcome. Newcomers arrive 
at 5:45 pm. Call 510-841-6224. 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY GROUP: Meets 
monthly in Marin. Open to lesbians, bisexual, and 
heterosexual women. Call Spectrum Center for 
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Concerns at 415-457- 
1115. 

WOMEN’S ELECTRONIC MAIL NETWORK: 
ba.sappho for bi women and lesbians. BIFEM for 
bisexual women and transsexuals. 

There are more groups for women under the cate- 
gories “Ethnic/Of Color,” “Student & Youth.” 


MER 
BISEXUAL MEN’S THERAPY GROUP: 
Focuses on relationship and communication issues. 
Call Ron Fox, M.S., MFCC at 415-751-6714. Fee. 
GAY MEN’S RAP GROUP: Every Monday, 
7:45-9:50 p.m. at the Pacific Center, 2712 
Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. 75-100 gay and bisexual 
men gather together, then divide into discussion 
groups by topic. Call 510-548-8283. 
MARRIED/ONCE MARRIED BI AND GAY 
MEN’S RAP GROUP: Every Wednesday, 8-9:50 
pm. Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley. 
Call 510-548-8283, 
ARAB BI/LESBIAN/GAY NETWORK: Bil/les- 
bian/gay people of Arab heritage. Socia,] political, 
educational. Write PO Box 460526, SF, CA 94114. 
ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDERS GAY/BI MEN’S 
RAP: Every Tuesday, 6:30-7:50 p.m., Pacific 
Center, 2712 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley, CA. Call 
510-548-8283. 
ASIAN PACIFICA SISTERS: and Asian Pacific 
Lesbian & Bisexual Network. Organization by and 
for Asian and/or Pacific Islander women who are 
lesbians and bisexuals. Monthly meetings. For 
times, dates, & other info, call 510-814-2422. 
BI MEN OF COLOR GROUP: Support and 
social, Call Bill at 510-540-0869. 
BLACK GAY/BI RAP: Every Wednesday, 8-9:30 
p-m., Pacific Center, 2712 Telegraph Ave., 
Berkeley, CA. Call 510-548-8283. 
BLACK MEN’S EXCHANGE: Every Friday, 8 
p.m., 40-70 men of African-American heritage and 
diverse sexual expressions meet for social support 
and empowerment at AMASSI, 3419 Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Way, Oakland, CA. A development com- 
mittee meets separately to plan events. Oakland 
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Other chapters listed under the category “Bis 
Beyond the Bay”. 

GAY ASIAN/PACIFIC ALLIANCE (GAPA): 
Bi/Gay men of Asian and Pacific Island heritage. 
Sponsor events and the GAPA men’s chorus. 
Publish magazine Lavender Godzilla: Voices of 
Gay and Bisexual Asian Pacific Men. Write PO 
Box 421884, SF, CA 94142. Call 415-282-GAPA 
JEWISH BISEXUAL CAUCUS: Discussion, sup- 
port, social. Meets monthly. Call p.m. at 415-337- 
4566, 

LAVENDER DRAGON SOCIETY: Group where 
Chinese and Chinese-American gay and bisexual 
men get to be Chinese and queer at the same time. 
Call Daniel at 415-992-2656. 

LYRIC (LAVENDER YOUTH RECREATION 
AND INFORMATION CENTER): Groups for 
young African-Americans. Many other groups. Se 
habla espanol; Nagsasalita kami ng Tagalog. Cail 
the hotline for schedule: 415-863-3636 in San 
Francisco; elsewhere, 800-246-PRIDE,. TDD# 415- 
431-8812. Also see the “Student & Youth” catego- 


ry. 

SISTER LOVE: Every Thursday, 7 p.m. at 
AMASSI, 3419 Martin Luther King, Jr., Way, 
Oakland, CA. For women who love women. 
Diverse ethnic backgrounds and sexual identities; 
emphasizes Afro Americans. Food is served. Call 
510-601 9066. 

3X 3: BI PEOPLE OF COLOR: Resource/sup- 
port/political action/social group building coalitions 
for a bi community that empowers all people. Call 
415-703-7977, voice mailbox #3. 

There are more groups for men of color under the 
category “Health.” There is a group for people of 
Color under the category “Transgendered.” 


TRANSGENDERED 
EDUCATION TV CHANNEL (ETVC): Open, 
supportive gender group with more than 400 mem- 
bers from 23 states and foreign countries. 
Serves educational, social, support, and recreational 
needs of transvestites, transsexuals, and others 
whose social role differs from the role considered 
appropriate for their genetic sex. For info or 
newsletter, write PO Box 6486, SF, CA 94101. 
Send $2 for directory of support groups and com- 
puter bulletin boards. 

RAINBOW GENDER ASSOCIATION (RGA): 
Meets Ist and 3rd Fridays of each month in San 
Jose, Write RGA, PO Box 700730, San Jose, CA 
T5170. 

TRANSGENDERED SUPPORT GROUP: Every 
Monday, 7 p.m. at AMASSI, 3419 Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Way, Oakland, CA. For TGs of diverse 


ethnic backgrounds and sexual orientations; empha- 


sizes Afro-Americans. Food is served. Call 510- 
601-9066. 


STUDENT & YOUTH 


ANDROGYNOUS BISEXUAL CLUB (ABC): 
Formed at Santa Rosa Junior College in April “93. 
Leave message at Student Activities Office, 707- 
327-4424. 

BLUR: a supportive social youth group for young 
people who don’t fit into society's either/or cate- 
gories. We sponsor events and discussions about 
what it means to be young and bi in the “90s. The 
group is open to bisexuals and those exploring sex- 
ual identity who are 27 or younger. Call 415-648- 
9384. 
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BLUR BRIGADE: We take action in our communi- 
ties for political, social, or cultural change. The group 
is open to bisexuals and those exploring sexual iden- 
tity who are 27 or younger. Call 415-648-9384. 
BISEXUALS, GAY, AND LESBIANS AT 
DAVIS: social, educational, and support. Write 433 
Russell Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95616. 

COMING OUT YOUTH GROUP: Meets at 
LYRIC (Lavender Youth Recreation and 
Information Center). Support group for gay, bi, les- 
bian, transgender, and questioning youth. Call hot- 
line at 415-863-3636 for schedule in San Francisco; 
elsewhere 800-246-PRIDE. TDD# 415-431-8812. 
GAY AND LESBIAN ALLIANCE (GALA): 
Gay, lesbian, and bi students at Santa Rosa Junior 
College provide peer support, educate others, serve 
on panels in sociology and psychology classes, 
sponsor parties, and provide good role models for 
relationships. GALA meets weekly September to 
May. Leave message at Student Activities Office 
707-527-4424. 

GAY/LESBIAN ALLIANCE AT SONOMA 
STATE (GLASS): Leave message at Student 
Union 707-664-2382. 

LESBIAN/GAY/BI ALLIANCE AT SF STATE: 
Support, events, newsletter. Write LGBA, Room 
100A, Student Union Bldg, SF State University, 
SF, CA 94132. 

LESBIAN/GAY/BI ALLIANCE AT SAN JOSE 
STATE: Social and educational group at San Jose 
State University, 408-236-2002. 
MULTICULTURAL BI/LESBIAN/GAY ASSO- 
CIATION (MBLGA)AT UC BERKELEY: Call 
510-642-6942. 

NEW HORIZONS: Every Thursday, 7:45-9:30 
p.m. at Spectrum, 1000 Sir Francis Drake Bivd., 
#12, San Anselmo, CA. Support group for lesbian, 
gay, bi, and questioning young adults, age 22-29, 
Cali 415-457-1115. 

RAINBOW’S END: Every Thursday, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at Spectrum, 1000 Sir Francis Drake Bivd., 
#12, San Anselmo, CA. Support group for lesbian, 
gay, bi, and questioning youth, age 14-23. 415/457- 
1115. 

23 OR UNDER GROUP: Every Saturday, 1:30-3 
p.m., 40-60 gays, bis, and lesbians through age 23 
gather for support and discussion at the Pacific 
Center, 2712 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley, CA, 510- 
548 8283. 

YOUNG MEN’S GROUP: Every Friday, 7-9 p.m. 
at LYRIC. Support group for young men age 12-23 
who are gay, bi, transgender, or questioning. Call 
415-863-3636 in San Francisco; elsewhere 800- 
246-PRIDE, TDD# 415-431-8812. 

YOUNG WOMEN’S GROUP: Every Monday, 7- 
9 p.m. at LYRIC. Support group for young women 
age 12-23 who are lesbian, bi, transgender, or ques- 
tioning. Call 415-863-3636 in SF; elsewhere 800- 
246-PRIDE, TDD# 415-431-8812. There are also 
groups for youth listed under “Health” and 
“Transgendered ". 


HEALTH & SUPPORT 
AIDS HEALTH PROJECT: Support group for 
gay and bi men who are HIV+. Support group for 
gay and bi men who are HIV negative. Structured 
8-week groups meet at the agency, ongoing groups 
meet in private homes; individual therapy. Call 
415-476-3902. 
BAY POSITIVES: A support group for young 
people who test positive. Call Julie Graham at 415- 
386-4615. 


CURAS: Prevention and education referral services 
for bi and gay Latino men. Call 415-255-2731. 
THE DEAF GAY/LESBIAN CENTER: Serves 
the needs of deaf and hard-of-hearing members of 
the gay, lesbian, and bisexual community. Also 
offers American Sign Language classes to the hear- 
ing gay, lesbian, and bisexual community. Support 
group for deaf bisexual people. TDD# 415-255- 
0700. Hearing callers may call 800-735-2922 and 
ask to be connected to this TDD#. 

DUAL DIAGNOSIS HIV+ DROP-IN GROUP: 
Every Tuesday, 4-5 p.m,, Operation Concern, 1853 
Market (at Guerrero), SF, CA. Gay and bi men dis- 
cuss the experience of living with HIV and sub- 
stance abuse or mental health issues. Led by a 


‘licensed counselor. Free. For info, call 415-626- 


7000 

FILIPINO TASK FORCE ON AIDS; 1540 
Market St., #275, SF, CA 94102. 415-703-9880. 
Provides prevention and intervention case manage- 
ment, referrals, HIV prevention education, transla- 
tion services. Serves people of all ethnic 
backgrounds and sexual orientations who are HIV 
infected, with a focus on Filipinos. A support group 
for HIV+ people and their lovers meets in mem- 
bers’ homes for potlucks, sometimes has speakers. 
GAPA HIV PROJECT: Services for Asians and 
Pacific Islanders, including: prevention education, 
emotional, and practical support (such as transla- 
tion, immigration, and housing assistance). For peo- 
ple living with HIV/AIDS, national program 
providing technical assistance to emerging groups, 
and visibility campaign on sexual diversity. 1841 
Market St, SF, CA 94103, 415-575-3935. 

HIV+ DROP-IN GROUP: Every Thursday 6-8 
p.m, at Operation Concern, 1853 Market (at 
Guerrero), SF, CA. Support, info, and discussion 
for gay and bi men who are HIV+. Led by a 
licensed counselor. Free. Wheelchair accessible. 
Call 415-626-7000. 

HIV+/EARLY AIDS GROUP: Every Thursday, 
6-7:30 p.m., at Operation Concern, 1853 Market (at 
Guerrero), SF, CA. Gay and bi men discuss the 
experience of living with the diagnosis. Led by a 
licensed counselor. Free. Drop-in; no appointment 
necessary. For info, call 415-626-7000. 

LIVING WELL WITH AIDS: Support group 
based on Attitudinal Healing Principles. Call 415- 
621-1701. 

LYON MARTIN CLINIC: Primary health care 
for and by women, particularly bi and lesbian, in’ 
SF. Call 415-565-7667. 

LYRIC: Provides HIV prevention/education groups 
for youth. Call the hotline for schedule: 415-863- 
3636 in SF; elsewhere 800-246-PRIDE. TDD# 415- 
431-8812. | 
OPERATION CONCERN: Mental health con- 
cerns of bis, lesbians, and gay men. Individual and 
group counseling available. Call 415-626-7000, 
SPECTRUM CENTER FOR LESBIAN, GAY & 
BISEXUAL CONCERNS: 1000 Sir Francis Drake 
Bivd., #12, San Anselmo, CA 94960. Provides spir- 
itual and practical support to people with AIDS and 
HIV+. Call 415-457-1115. 

STOP AIDS MEETING: For gay and bisexual 
ages 50 & older. Call 415-621-7177. 

Every Thursday, 8-9 p.m., at Operation Concer, 
1853 Market St. (at Guerrero), SF, CA. This drop- 
in group is free and offers information about OC's 
substance abuse program. Open to bis. Ongoing 
groups cost $11-$34 sliding scale, and members 
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groups cost $11-$34 sliding scale, and members 
must also be in individual counseling. Call 415- 
626-7000. 

WOMEN’S AIDS NETWORK: Information, 
referrals for HIV+ women and service providers. 
Call 415-864-4376, extension 2007. : 


FAMILIES 
COLAGE (Children of Lesbians and Gays 
Everywhere): National organization for youth and 
adult children. Newsletter and conferences. Call 
Stefan at 415-861-KIDS or e-mail at 
kidsofgays@aol.com, 
INTINET RESOURCE CENTER: Supports lov- 
ing, committed, ethical multi-parther relationships. 
Sponsors workshops and ongoing groups for 
responsible non-monogamists, offers speakers 
bureau, and publishes a quarterly newsletter for 
members. All sexual preferences welcome. Info 
packet: PO Box 4322-AA, San Rafael, CA 94913- 
4322, 415-507-1739. 
LESBIAN/GAY/BI PARENTS GROUP: Meets 
monthly in different homes in Marin. For info, call 
Spectrum at 415-457-1115. 
PEP: National member network for people seeking 
polyfidelitous relationships. Focuses on group mar- 
riage and multiple adult, committed relationships. 
Newsletter includes ads, education, and info. Call 
Ryan at 808-929-9691. (Hawaii) 
BAY AREA VISUAL ARTIST CRITIQUE 
GROUP: Meeting to share and critique each oth- 
er’s artwork. Call Claude at 415-821-7282. 
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BIS BEYOND THE BAY 
BINET USA: National bisexual network dedicated 
to visibility, resource sharing, and political activism 
toward a multicultural co-gendered bisexual com- 
munity. Quarterly newsletter, conferences. Info: PO 
Box 7327 Langley Park, MD 20787, 202-986-7186. 
BI PEOPLE OF COLOR: Salon/social group for 
bi women and men of color. For info, call James 
415-648-0741. 
BISEXUAL SUPPORT/RAP: Ai Billy DeFrank 
Community Center, 175 Stockton Ave., San Jose, 
CA. Drop-in, peer-facilitated group for women and 
men, meets Ist and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7 
p.m. For information, call 408-293-AGAY (2429). 
BLACK MEN’S EXCHANGE: African American 
men of diverse sexual expressions meet for social 
support & empowerment. 
* Oakland HO: 510-839-9138 
* Atlanta: 404-627-5148 
* Denver: 303-837-1530 
* Detroit: 313-361-6037 
* Los Angeles: 310-281-7742 
* Philadelphia: 215-848-4892 
* Sacramento: 916-487-0439 
NETWORK: A packet of materials of interest to 
bisexuals, including a newsletter, is available from 
the Unitarian Church by sending $10 to UUBN, PO 
Box 10818, Portland, ME 04104. 
VANCOUVER (BC) BIS: BiFace, a mixed gender 
bi social and support group, meets Ist and 3rd 
Tuesdays, 7:30-10;:30 p.m. For info, call the BiLine 
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at 604-681-8815. Someone answers the line person- 
ally Mondays, 8-10 p.m. 


UPDATED 1997 EDITION OF THE 
BISEXUAL RESOURCE GUIDE 
Available July 1996! 
Comprehensive listing of bi groups all over 
the world, including the U.S. Send your pre- 
order now to be among the first to receive 
the new editio!. Send $11.95 to: BRC, PO 

Box 639, Cambridge, MA 02140, 


HOW TO GET LISTED: 

Listings must be non-commercial (unless 
clearly a community resource— our call), bisex- 
ual and/or transgender-inclusive, but may fall 
into a category not currently listed. If you have 
a resource you'd like listed, please write us. 
Resource listings from outside the San 
Francisco Bay Area are especially invited. 


Anything That Moves Community Resources 

2404 California St, #24 

SF, CA 94115 

or e-mail us at: qswitch@igc.apc.com. 
//www.hooked.net:80/users/jonesey/atm.html 
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British Bisexuals Deliberate Over Pride Day Inclusivity 


by Jo Eadie 


Reprinted with permission from; Bi Community News, BM 
Ribbit, London WCIN, 3XX. E-mail: 100523.2521@com- 
puserve.com. Webpage: //www.ant.co.uk/~binews. Send subscrip- 
tions to above address 


ith our local headlines dominated by the Pride 
name-change, it seems time to consider the ques- 
' tion of why we should be channelling our energies 
in that direction. Why extend an event set up to 
celebrate the lesbian and gay community to 
include bisexuals? For most lesbians and gay men, the thinking 
seems to be that because we all share same-sex desires, we 
should all be free to celebrate them together. And don’t a lot of 
bisexuals put time, money and good looks into those communi- 
ties? Shouldn't we have that acknowledged? 





Sounds good — except that most bisexuals don’t just want half 
their sexuality celebrated. Our sexuality can’t be split in two— 
It's true that most bisexuals attending Pride with same-sex 
lovers feel a lot more at home than those with different-sex 
lovers. I know that my sense of belonging fluctuates from year 
to year on that score. So maybe even if we don’t split our desires 
in two, we have to put up with the splitting that others do to us, 
with knowing when we feel really welcome at Pride, and when 
we are merely tolerated, That isn’t a basis on which to be put in 
the title. 


So should we say that we are linked by our same-sex desires, but 
. are celebrating all our other desires too, whatever they are, and 
that Pride should adopt that position? Also sounds good, but 
it's not at all clear that many bisexuals do see themselves as hav- 
ing connections with the lesbian and gay world. In that case, 
why link up with Lesbian and Gay Pride? Are we saying, 
“Bisexuals who don’t feel at home don't have to come” — there- 
by undermining what would be, supposedly, a celebration of 
bisexuality by linking it to an event which many bisexuals see as 
irrelevant to their lives? Which bisexuals are this event meant to 
be for? Or do we say, “All bisexuals should feel involved,” and 
set about making the day welcoming to swingers, heterosexual 
men-who-have-sex-with-men, and anyone with bi leanings, 
whether or not they have invested any time or energy in mak- 
ing an identity around them? If we take that line, there’s not a 
lot left of the lesbian-and-gay component, and we're moving 
beyond a celebration of same-sex desire to a celebration of gen- 
eral sexual diversity— including heterosexual polyamorists and 
fetishists. Which would be great— except that lesbians and gay 
men would, no doubt, go back to wanting a celebration of their 
own, taking us back to square one. 


This isn’t to say that just because any option seems to lead to 
slippery slopes and dead-ends, we shouldn’t try to change any- 
thing. But I think we should be asking: Why do we want to see 
this change? 


I suspect that it’s because many of us feel a deep affinity to the 
lesbian and gay community, and have spent large amounts of 
time and energy there. We want that investment validated, and 
we want a welcome from a place we have called home at times. 
But for many — or even most — bisexuals, it never has been a 
home. Many don’t feel any connection to the gay or lesbian 
communities, and don’t understand why bisexuality should be 
tacked on to this event, rather than anywhere else. 


Labels like “gay-identified bi” have been pushed out these days 
as not being bi-positive enough, but they were a useful way of 
recognising that some bisexuals felt involved with the lesbian 
and gay world, while others don’t at all. With that recognition 
lessened, we need to ask how we can signal what the compli- 
cated links between the two are— and I’m not convinced that a 
shared march is an accurate or honest way of doing that. Not 
for lesbians and gay me — because they only want us there if we 
leave our opposite-sex lovers at home. Not for many bisexuals, 
who frankly don’t see the point. 


A different perspective might be to ask why we want to forge 
these alliances with the lesbian and gay community at all. It 
sometimes seems that it’s a community which can only exist by 
marketing itself as a unique and distinct desire, a notion that 
suits heterosexuals very well because they can go on distancing 
themselves from their own queer longings. As long as “the 
homosexual” is a separate species, everyone is happy. Now, 
when bisexuals are trying to remind everyone that erotic attrac- 
tion can appear at the most unexpected places, we're leaping at 
the chance to have our own species, “the bisexual,” which will 
go on placating the straight world by not trying to blow apart 
its categories. We can go on a big march once a year and point 
at tourists on buses, saying “We're completely different from 


you. 
Maybe instead of limiting bisexual pride to one day, one place, 
one time of the year, we ought to be looking at how to make 


more places proud of their unrecognised bisexuals. Except... 
wasn't that why we wanted the name change i in the first place? 





Jo Eadie is a bhacademic and activist a member of the collec- 
tive for the UK’s monthly newsletter Bi Community News, and 
joint editor of the forthcoming book The Bisexual Imaginary: 
Bisexuality and Representation (due 1997). 
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Contemplating what to wear fo the Ball? 
Why not order a stylish, BiChic t-shirt? 


Only $14 bucks each! And all profits 
go directly to putting out the next 
issue. Smart, activist, and chic. Who 
can resist? 
100% white cotton shirt. 
_.._ Jen on the left showing off the front. 
mere eas ? Gerard displays the back (yours won't say “STAFF”). 
; Specify size (M/L/XL) 
And mail a check made out to BABN 


ATM/BABN 
2404 California St #24 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
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Send to BABN, 2404 California Treat #24, San Francisco, CA 94115 
Please Make checks payable to BABN. 
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